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BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER : STUDIES IN LUKE’S 
GOSPEL.

A D- 27. Lesson vil The Widow 
or Nain ; or, The compassionate Sa
viour. Luke 7,11-17. August 18.

explanatory.
Verse 11. The day after. Wonders 

come in close succession in the wonderful 
life of Jesus. Every day has its deed of 
mercy. (D Let us be like our Lord in 
daily works of usefulness. He tcent. He 
probably set forth from Capernaum very 
early in the morning, in order to enjoy 
the cooler portion of the day ; sailed down 
the lake to its southern end, and thence 
walked still further south along the bank 
of Jordan to one of the ravines leading 
westward to the village which was his 
destination, and which be reached about 
noon' He knew at the first stroke of the 
oar where bis journey would end : for he 
8aw afar the scene of sorrow. (2) So he 
feels our troubles long ere he comes to re
lieve them. Nain. The name means “ fair, 
lovely,” and was doubtless derived from 
its picturesque location in the north-west- | 
ern slope of Little Hermon, in full view of 
Mount Tabor. It is now a small village, 
dilapidated, and mostly mined, called 
Nain. Many of his disciples. Not only j 
the twelve recently appointed apostles, i 
but also a throng who had a vague belief J 
in him, and considered themselves his fol
lowers. This was the popular period of 
his ministry, while as yet the multitude 
cherished great expectations, and the en
mity of persecutors was not yet aroused 
(3) Popularity is not the surest token of 
success. The true results of Christ’s la
bors were not the throngs aronnd him, 
but in the one hundred and twenty who 
afterward formed the neclcus of hie 
church (4) Genuine disciples follow their 
Lord, not only to Nain, but to Golgotha." 
—Starke. Much people. The crowd as
sembled by curiosity, or by individual 
self-interest, or by the peculiar fascination 
of a multitude, which grows as it ad
vances. (5) Are we in the throng that fol
lows Jesus ? with what motive and for what 
purpose do we find ourselves among his 
people ?

12. Gate of the city. Most large 
cities in the East are earrounded by walls 
and even the unwalled Tillages are enter
ed through gates opening to the principal 
street, where the people assemble for the 
transaction of business. Dead man ear
ned out. In Oriental countries the dead 
are buried inside the towns, and generally 
the traveller approaches the cities through 
avenues lined with graves. The hill-sides 
around Nain are honey-combed with roek- 
hewn sepulchers, many of which are, 
doubtless, as old as the time of Christ. In 
an Eastern burial no coffin is used, but 
the body, wrapped in linen elothes, is laid 
upon a bier and carried to its resting- 
place by four bearers. Only son. The 
death of a friend is always occasion for 
mourning : the loss of a son, in the dew 
of young manhood, is one of the hardest 
blows that can fall ; but for a widowed 
mother to lose her only son seems the cul
mination of sorrow. “ To a mothei in 
Israel the shock was embittered manifold 
for to have a son was to have an interest 
in the Promised Seed ; and to be without 
a son was to be cut off from that sweetest, 
noblest expectation.”—Edward Irvxug. 
She was a widow. The condition of widows 
in Oriental society has been in all ages 
peculiarly lonely, helpless and sad. Much 
people. An indication of the honorable 
character of the young man, and the sym
pathy which was felt for his bereaved 
mother. (6) Let us not fail in showing 
feeling for those that mourn. A kind act 
and a silent pressure of the band in such 
times have a wonderful power to com
fort.

13. The Lord. A title rarely applied, 
to Christ in the gospels, but especially ap
propriate when such power was manifest
ed. Saw her. He saw her sorrow, and 
felt for her : (7) So he feels in himself the 
burdens of our common humanity. He 
came, not to shun our troubles, but to re
lieve them. Compassion on her. Others 
had appealed to hie sympathy through 
the intercession of friends ; the centurion 
by the elders, and the nobleman for hie 
son ; but this woman needs no pleader 
save her own sorrow. (8) We need no one 
to intercede with Christ for us. This was 
a perverted, false view.of his character, de
picted in a Romanist painting represent
ing the Son about to destroy the world, 
and Virgin mother interceding for mercy. 
Weep not. Others came to weep with the 
weeper : Jesus came to dry up her tears. 
(ft) Our “ Weep nut ” has no power ; his 
Ü almighty.

14. Came and touched. To touch the 
hier was an act of ceremonious defile
ment, forbidden by the traditions. But 
conventionalities and customs stood but

were to be wrought. (10) Let no one dread to 
lie down on the bier since Christ has touch
ed it. Stood still. The touch of the Mas
ter compels submission, They may have 
been awed by the majesty of his demean
or on recognizing him as the Great Proph- 
et whose wonderful deeds and words were 
spread abroad, they may have paused in a 
hope that he might work some miracle. 
Young man. He addressee a pale, still 
corpse, as though it could hear and obey. 
What folly, unless he were divine ! (11)
The conduct of Jesus can be explained only 
by recognizing his personality. I say unto 
thee. Others had wrought miracles in the 
name of God : he alone works them in his 
own name, and by his own authority. 
Arise. When Elijah*and Elisha restored 
life to the dead it was only throngh the 
most intense supplications, stretching 
themselves npon the cold flesh and engag
ing in agonies of prayer. Thrice Jesus 
brought the dead to life ; the daughter of 
Jairus, just passed within the veil ; this 
young man at Nain, ready for burial ; and 
Lazarus, four days in the charnel-house. 
And each miracle was wrought simply by 
a word of command. His summons broke 
the spell of death and recalled the soul to 
its deserted tenement. (12) Re who 
could awaken can transform souls by a 
word from his lips.

Sat up. Though encumbered with the 
long robes of the dead. Began to speak. 
The evangelists have not recorded the first 
words spoken by a soul just returned from 
the unseen world. They might gratify our 
curiosity, but would not serve our faith, 
Delivered him to his mother. “ O, mother t 
mother ! wast thou more favored than 
other mothers ? Or was it that, for the 
sake of all mothers as well as thyself, thou 
wast made the type of the universal mo
ther with the dead son—the raising of 
him but a foretaste of the one universal 
bliss of mothers with dead sons P”—Geo. 
M’Donald.

16,17. Fear on all. A sense of awe 
and reverence for one who possessed such 
supernatural power. (13) To know Christ 
is to realize his divinity. Glorified God. 
These inhabitants of Nain gave God the 
glory for sending his Son. (14) Let us 
see the finger of the Lord in the events of 
life. Great prophet. More than eight 
centuries had passed away since Elisha 
had brought back the de id to life, and 
more than four centuries since the voice 
of prophecy had been heard. It seemed 
as if God had forgotten bis people, and 
left them to perish. Now they see the 
token that the choeen nation is still re
membered, and the line of inspired seers 
remains unbroken. (15) God watches over 
this world which he has mads, and will not 
leave it in darkness. When earth requires 
a prophet, the prophet appears. Rumor. 
Report or fame. This miracle, the most 
remarkable yet wrought, carried hie name 
over all the land. Throu ghoul all Judea, 
The news was borne southward through 
Samaria to Judea, and the crowds at the 
feasts in Jerusalem carried it to their dis
tant homes. The region round about. That 
is, round about Nain, the province of Gal
ilee. Thus the land was awakened in in
terest from end to end. (16) It is well 
when a people begin to inquire after Christ

Golden Text: And when the Lord 
siw her he bad compassion on her, and 
said unto her, Weep not. Lake 7, 13.

Doctrinal Suggestion : Victory over 
death.

The next lesson is Lake 7, 40-50.

By the use of Fellows’ Compound 
Syrup of Hypophoephkee the blood is 
speedily vitilised and purified, and so 
made capable a producing a sound mind 
and a sound body.

American Appreciation of Cana, 
dian Remedies.—A wholesale iron mer
chant of Boston. Mr. Wm. P. Tyler, of 
the firm of Arthur G. Tomkins & Co., 
lately got his ankle sprained and knowing 
the value of Grahams Pain Eradictob 
in such cases send for a supply, which he 
writes soon cured him. He gave a bottle 
to a friend suffering from the same com
plaint wko found similar results from its 
use.

Nijne Novgorod Fair.—The great 
market of the eastern world has been held 
at this junction of the Volga and Olga 
Rivers in Russia, every summer for hun
dreds of years. Here the nations of 
Europe and Asia meet with their pro
ducts for trade. Cossack, Chinese, Turk, 
and Persian meet the German and the 
Greek with every variety of merchandise 
that mankind employs, from sapphires to 
grindstones, tea, opium, fur, food, tools 
and fabrics, and last but not least, medi 
cines. J. C. Ayer & Co.’s celebrated re
medies from America were displayed in an 
elegant Bazaar, where the Dr. himself 
might sometimes be seen. They are known 
and taken on steppes of Asia as well as 
the prairies of the west, and are an effec
tual antidote for the diseases that prevail 
in the yaourts of the North as well as the 
huts and cabins of the Western con-
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Also—The heavier description of
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No& 166to 172 Barrington Street,..................... Halifax.

Victo ria Steam Confectionery Work
WATERLOO STREET,

We call the attention of WHOLESALE DEALERS and others
to our STOCK OF

PURE CONFECTIONS
Some of which will be found entirely new to the trade. We invite their inspec 

tion and solicit a share of their Patronage.
WH OLE SALONL Y,

J. R. W00DBÜRH & CO.,
Victoria Steam Confectionery Works, Waterloo St.. St. John

N.B.,
R. WOODBURN. (dec. 15> U. P. KERB.

“METHODISM

BRITISH AURIGA”
FIRST VOLXTMH.

Being a History of the Rise and Progress of Methodism in Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, and the Bermudas, 
with collateral facts and characters in these Provinces, down to the year 1813. 
The Second Volume, now being prepared by the Author, will bring the History 
down to the period of Union—1874.

Impartial readers, not members of the Methodist Church—men of high 
literary standing—have pronounced this the best History Nova Scotia has ever 
produced.

The Book has been put in the Market at a price which covers but little 
move than the actual expense incurred by the author in its publication.

The stylo is clear, methodical and often eloquent. As an accurate epitome 
of dates and circumstances, it has been verified oy competent judges.

Sold, or sent post-free, at $1.50. 
and the trade, at the

Discount to Minisers, Sabbath Schools

125 GRANVILLE STREET, HALIFAX, N.S.

LIBERAL TERMS TO AGENTS

This work will be found a most interesting volume, especially to Methodists. The 
time for its appearance had frilly come. Such works as Mr. Smith’s, connect them 
selves with general literature, and they become of interest, not merely to the denomi 
nations whose careers they describe but to every one interested in tracing the rise 
and progress of a people.—Reporter, Halifax.

As Methodism in the East and West is now consolidated into one organization, 
this history of Mr. Smith’s is well adapted to make the Methodists of the West better 
acquainted with the origin and history of Methodism in the East, and thus bring them 
into closer sympathy with the work ot our brethren in the East. A fuller knowledge 
of that work will be a bond of fraternity and unity. The volume is highly creditable 
to both the author and the publisher. It is got up in good style. We Bespeak for it 

mg the readers of the “Guardian”—Guardian, Ta wide circulation among 1 Toronto.

It would be a means of grace, as well as a source of valuable information to our 
people'' ; and ought to be in every Methodist family.—Rev. O. Stewart, D. D. Prof, oj 
Theology, Mt. Allison.

Is invaluable as a repository of the annals of Methodism in this country. It opens 
with a judicious chapter on the Origin and Characteristics of Methodism, and then, 
chapter after chapter, gives the history of the evangelistic efforts and operations of the 
Methodists, from 1769 to 1813. Mr Smith has evidently bestowed great pains on this

SPRING STOCK.
STATIONERY.
Per “ Deronia * from Glasgow wc have just re- 

' redceive

work. It is minute and comprehensive and appears to do ample justice to the subject. 
We trust his services will be heartily appreciated and that he will thus be encouraged 
to prosecute a task for which he seems peculiarly well qualified.—Presbyterian 
Witness.

It is needless to say that the book is interesting, especially so to our Methodist 
friends While the main object kept in view by the author has been to present an 
authentic and reliable history of Wesleyan Methodism, he has necessarily embodied in 
his narrative many historical facts of a general character, bearing upon the condition 
of the country socially, morally and religiously, which are calculated to render it val- 

• - - — --------- '- —------ ii— xfotiw-wyliata The book is deserv-
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Saint John, New Brunswick. 
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the Province.
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ness carefully attended to.
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A work brim full of the choicest reading in the 
English language. Bright and Cheerful through
out. Wise counsel ana rare entertainment for 
old and young. In everything it is varied, plea- 

ant, suggestive, truthful. A book to create and 
efine taste, to fill Head and Heart at the same 
ime. Bare chance for men and women lo make 

money. Address
J. C. McCurdv and Co., Philadelphia, Pa.
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uable as a history to people generally as well as to Methodists, 
ing of a wide circulation and careful pperusal.—Chronicle, Halifax.

Its typographical appearance reflects credit upon the establishment from which it 
emanates.” The work is ably written, and the information to be derived from it is lo
vai uable.—Reporter, Fredericton.

We recommend our readers to procure it for themselves. It will do good hotli 
their heads and their hearts —Canada Methodist Magazine.

This book ought to he in every Methodist Sabbath School, side by side with the 
first books in rcafmerit.—Rev. D. D. Currie.

II our readers want to possess a history of heroic struggles and glorious triumphs 
let them procure this book. We trust that it will have a wide circulation, especially 
among those for whom it is chiefly written .—Recorder, London.

Thehurches Gin Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and the 
Bermudas have found a painstaking historian in Mr. Watson Smith, who traces their 
rise and progress, and chronicles the names and doings ol the pioneer missionaries 
with loving care.—Recorder, London. ^
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A Smaller ami cheap edition of ‘' ’1 11K HYM
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Section ol the General Conference I look CYmmittee, 

and published at the Hook Room in I- el.niary la*t.
'J'he Larger Edition lias been well re.nv.d, and 

is used in Braver and Social Mealing» on our prin
cipal Circuit ». A number of excellent hymn- lia' e, 
by special request, been included in the 8. s 
edition.

In content». »ize, type and binding, it i» mon 
suitable for our »cliool» than ant book on sale. And 
it- very low one-, compared with such boot» pub
lished else» here, brings it within reach of a I.

Price in Cloth limp Cot en, single <o, y, Sets 
P.-r dozen. Sort-.

The larger Hymnal i» still on sale—In Cloth 
cards. 29rt in Bap-r lôcts.
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welcome it* cverv Home. One Sample ski.i> All. 
Send for terms. * living a paying busiiuus at mnv.

■■ -X. —T " jUtt 3L

I

l.


