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SERMON |

KNOWLEDGE OF OURSELVES OUR

GREATEST NEED

“Whnt
xviii. 41

wiit thou that I do to thee (Luke
Great and nuinerous are our needs,
but how few kunow that which to
them greatest moment. Our
ignorance of ourselves very pro
found. We hither a thither
in quest of knowledge; we read
books and papers in great numbers ;
we are well "made up current
topics, but the study, all, the
most important gelf remains
untouched. Through life we
with this unperused book
with us, and when
asks what most need,
not how to answer., He spoke well
who said : "Truly to know ourselves,
is the highest and profitable
lesgson. Without self knowledge we
can have no true humility, and with
out the latter we can have
natural virtue. hold, therefore,
how momentous it is to know our
selves ! An education in the science
of self, then, at the
true humility. How ¢
Whence we came, what we how
we shall be—all preach humility.
An animal body, a soul from nothing,
the simple offerings of charity, are
all each one of us brought into life
yea more, the original curse of our
future we brought. But lo! the tale
till now, what a crusher of pride it
is! The forbidding scenes of black
ingratitude, the wvaried species
venial and the murderous
quences of mortal evil, fill
the history'of the past. How we have
provoked God, how we have grieved
the Angels, how we have persecuted
our souls ! Whbat coofusion has
reigned within us, what horror at
times our condition bespoke, what
occasions have called for our dam
nation ! How much better are we
today ? Ah, that we were educated
in the science of self, as the Saints
have been! Then we would com
prehend our utter unworthiness of
all regard from God and His
creatures, What hatred we would
ostracise ourselves traitors to
God ; with disgust would con
demn ourselves as to the
devil ; and with great gratitude, we
would thank and glorify God for not
ere this having sent us the place
of our in hell. We would
honestly, as the Saints have done, in
our hearts pronounce the
worst of all ; we would hail, as our
well-merited the wunited
action of all creatures, to
revenge upon us the of their
Creator. Our groaning under miser
ies, our blindness ills
control of want of
virtue, and to evil,
would all, to huniiliation,
appear clear. what humil
ity we find in the study of our
future ! We are on life's stage
to-day ; to- morrow we will be in the
broad eternity. How this
morrow will come, we know not
it cannot be very far distant.
shall be the circumstances which
will bring ? How will stand
moral relations with God,
comes ? God only knows.
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then, O
where, is there room for pride, pre
sumption, and self - love ? The
answer therefore which each should
make to our Lord, Who in
His loving - kindness says: "“"What
wilt thou that I do to thee ?" i
“Lord, that I know myself.”
This knowledge, as far as it is pQs
sible for us, in the awful uncertainty
which hangs over our lives, is un
doubtedly that which to each of us
is most important ; without it we are
poor ; without it we are blind on
hell’'s wayside. Oh, that we had
faith like unto his who was poor and
blind on Jericho's wayside ; a faith,
which under the most reversive cir-
cumstances would appear full of life
and energy—which the world could
not silence, which menaces could
not discourage. Then would each
of us cry out, nothing daunted by
the circumstances surrounding him :
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on
me !” Then would the reproofs of
our spiritual answered
with a voice louder than
before,” till of our faith |
would be knowledge of
selves.
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of our spiritual
blindness Of it
partially cured, or
will be the forfeit,
will prove a remedy
should be most zealously hailed. It
is undoubtedly true that sermons,
instructions, and good
books and papers are
which afford us at least partial views |
of ourselves. They, at least, give us |
the cue which brings us, as it were,

is reat
nd
must, least,
our salvation
Whatever then

we

be

religious |
|

mirroxrs

face to fuce with ourselves by
frequent and serious consideration,
When this has been effected, the
extent of our need in this particular
will grow upon us t1l we will
convinced that ignorance of our
selves has been the great misery of
our life. 'Then, like the Saints and
the poor blind beggar, having fully
realized our great need, will
give a hearty response to Jesus by
constantly praying : “"Lord, that I
may know myself.”
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ALCOHOL AND HEALTH

dependable as
Throw up a
it come
time or tails every
1t up 300,000 times
or fimes and you will find
the result about half and half. Life
insurance companies fix their prem
inm this law of average.
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ye and
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down head
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risk who drinks
I'hey have f
tho<e who
tely live
taler.
course,

even moderately,
yund that the av
drink extremely

shorter time
There are exceptions,
but are speaking of the

The average longevity of
teetotalers is much greater than that
of even moderate drinkers. The true
figures obtained from any
actuary.

Science has

rage of
modera
than a teeto
of
we

average.

may be
found that every one
of the vital organs of the body is
impaired by alcohol. Also, that the
brain is injured thereby
to think lessened ; memory is
impaired ; and all the faculties dead
ened and benumbed.
ingly, we grow
cou energy,
general worth.

Chief of all,
mathematically that sub-normal
children are the result of alcoholic
parents and startling statistics have
been computed touching this phase.
A man’s virility is weakened by alco
holic indulgence, ** booze. Temper-
ance Advocate.
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" Delineator " had, recently,
an article by former Governor Mal
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A child will instinctively turn
from liquor, and if given it, its body
will shudder at the unnatural admin
istration The first drink I ever took
was ab an open bar on the invitation
of some friends, at the ag
I did not want it, but was asked to
try it, and did so from the wish to
appear companionable. This first
drink me and the
thought came, how could any human
being crave it.

I was
at any time
the craving

1
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almost nauseated

never an habitual drinker
in my life ; but later on,
would come at intervals,
especially after fatigue, when
drink would follow another in rapid
succession, with the inevitable result
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FOLLOWING CHRIST

In the holy season of Lent, which
opens on next Wednesd
strive each day to meditate quietly
for even a brief interval on the clos-
ing events of our Lord's last days on
earth. As well
to follow Him, bearing
crosses patiently because His Cross
is 8o heavy with the burden of the
sins of the world. As He goes His
painful way to Calvary He does not

, we should

as we can let us try

our own

command us to follow Him ; we must |

come of our own free will :

“The very phrase ‘Following
Christ,’ ” (says Dom Bede Jarrett,
0. P,, in his " Meditations for Lay-
folk)” shows how voluntary must be
our service of Him. He recognizes
the freedem of choice that He Him-
self has given us.
compulsion ; ng long line of captives
led grimly behind Him. His own
ministry among men though
might be at the behest of His Father
("I am come to do the will of Him
that sent Me." )=~though even His
death, according to His own phrase,
might be " necessary,” was yet the
free and
Jjection.

As His own ministry was freely
undertaken and pursued to the end,
80 of the same nature was His appeal
to men to walk in His
footsteps. He compelled their love,
not by words of command, but by the
example of His life, by its purity and
strength, the tenderne of His
love, His great sympathy, His justice
and truth.

What alone He asks of us or would

who wished

by 8

be willing to accept, is the devotion
of a we learn from His ser
and parables
Through His He is ever
insistent upon " the glorious liberty
the Sons of God.” Therefore, we
can take or reject His yoke. We can
follow Him, or we turn
from Calvary ; but His love encom
us and draws us back to the

son,

as
mons and prayers.
apostles,

of
can

passes
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| at

willing service of His sub- |

| almost 18,000,000,

away |

| [
cross, and to the acceptance of our

own share of sorrow and suffering,
There is something to be borne by |
by us, some difliculties to be over ‘
come, some disappointments, some
| agonies in the garden, some cross
carrying in the busy streets, some
loneliness, some betrayals, some
jeers, We are free, yet have called |
ourselves followers, and He will take
care that do follow Him. A
We follow freely in the footsteps of
love., Not spasmodically like Peter,
at one time zealous and promising to
die for Christ, at another denying all
acquaintanceship with Him ; but
deliberately and with full knowledge
of what
to be ;

we

the consequences are likely
calmly
His stride and
Him. Certainly
up Him,
swinging
His figure
Right away, His form showing against
grey and dusty pathway, can He
seen leading His followers. But
st 1 in the same
direction ; falling, foot

is a blessed thing

striving to keep up to
pace hurry after
we shall never cate
He will go forever
the great highway,
heading the great crusade,
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WONDERFUL GROWTH
OF CHURCH

CATHOLIC POPULATION
WELL OVER 16

IS NOW

000,000

ll“'\l‘
Plenary

archbishops
the
joint pastoral,
mented on the remarkable growth of
the Church during the
years since the second
Council. They dwelt with
emphasis on the growth of
and civilization in the
States,

In relating the full of the
Church during the past thirty-two
years, many books might be written,
for each and ,almost every
parish has a story to tell of sacrifice
and struggle.
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The roll of honor of the Third
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12 and 71
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pProxy.
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either
Only 5
on the role today

bishops
or by

of those names are
Cardinal Gibbons,
who presided as Apostolic Delegate
Archbishop Ireland, Bishop Chatard,
Gallagher and Richter. I'o thes
be added the Abbots of Conce
and St. Benedict. nt
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that of thirty
the growth in
clergy is even remarkable,
Balancing the through death
in the ranks of the clergy with the
ordinations during the current vear,
the total number today is well over
19,000 secular and regular, In 1884
the total number of both was 6,835,
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NOW OVER 16,000,000

| sulted
| Methodists, Baptists and Presbyter- |
ians were receiving large sums from |
of their |

Bishop McQuaid, in a sermon at
the Third Plenary Council of Balti- |
more, estimated the Catholic popula- |
tion of the United States at 6,500,000.
The Catholic Directory for this year
gives the Catholic population
as 16,564,409, which, according
to many well versed in Cath-
olic affairs, is much too low,
for the Catholic population approach-
es very nearly twenty million souls. |
Either estimate places our strength
approximately one-fifth of the |
entire population of the country. If
one extreme is too high the other is
too low ; assuming the middle
term to be correct, the Catholic popu
lation of the United States would be |
or half the entire
people of all denomina-
tions of the country. It is not a
difficult matter to account for this
gplendid growth, for the same causes |
and principles of incr
work almost
history of

80,

Christian

se have been
throughout
the Church

at
whole
America
In 1884 there were in this country
32 Catholic schools in which were
181,834  children. Today
6,397 parochial schools
taking care the elementary edu
cation of 1,456,206 children. Thirty |
years ago there were 708 seminaries,
colleges and academies for the edu
cation of young men for the service |
of the altar and for the higher and
professional education of the youth
| of both sexes.

|

the
in

taught
there are

of

| close their doors.

| prelate.
| when the door opened and the eldest |

| an
:\11‘

The million and a half pupils

| under Catholic care and training do

not include those who are engaged
in the study of the higher branches,
There are over 1,600 other educa
ional institutions consisting of sem
inaries, colleges, ncademies, univer
sities and technical schools. In
academies and colleges there
over 120,000 students ; the
fessional and university
about 9,000 ; in Catholic orphanages,
about 80,000 ; in seminaries, 6,200 ;
in all other schools about 27,000
givifig total of 1,648,400

our

in pro

a grand

young people in Catholic educational |

institutions in the
Father Wynne, 8. J., who author
ity for these figures, estimates the
physical value of those institutions
at $100,000,000,—The Tablet
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A CHASTENING EXPERIENCE

A New Zealand Tablet suggests
remedy for carpers in the following
" A Swiss Catholic Bishop, who had
been an editor, and speaks from first
hand experience, do not;
wonder that many editors grow old
early and that there are many trage
dies of

a

saYys 'l

overwork in the journalistic
profession in their
heart disease death
another profession is responsible
80 much heart
that the man, w
troubles and trials 1
learned to rightly estimate. It would
for those who glance
through a paper and then criticize
it to service for six months in
an editor’'s office,
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BIGOTRY IN GEORGIA

P —

The forces of bigotry in Georgia, in
aiming to cripple Catholic education
in that State, have their
mark.

overshot

Recently the accusation
that two Catholic schools in Savan
nah were receiving State aid *“ in
violation of the policy of our Gov-
ernment in regard tothe use of State
funds for denominational schools.
The report reached Mr. Britain,
superintendent of schools in Georgia,
that Chatham board of
education was aiding these two Cath
olic schools. It se the
nah schools were established prior
to the Constitutional Convention of
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Consternation spread in the Pro
testant camp the attorney
general announced to the
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will
be made, will involve great financial
loss and the possible closing of many
schools. Thfis has the
Catholic  war waged against two
Catholic schools in Savannah, re
in a grand expose how

case,

fierce anti

of

the State for the support
schools, and in some instances these
schools will now be compelled
The Monitor.

A STERN LESSON

“While I was a student, I
spent my vacation with a good Cath-
olic family in the western part
“Switzerland,” wrote an eminent
We were just at dinner

son entered He had been at a
college in Southern Germany and
joyfully returned home for his vaca-
tion. I mnoticed that the father's
countenance suddenly wore a frown,
and before had the
door behind be called out
‘Where have to to-
day?' The stammered
excuse

his son closed
him,
you

been Mass

man

ing
1ng

you
saying
was previous to the time of rail-
left B. this morning at 6
o'clock, and consequently 1 could not
get a chance to go Mass before.’

roads)

“The father refused to shake hands,
treated him a stranger and had
him waited on at table like a guest at
a hotel. Next day it required the
mother's mediation before the father
would recognize the voung ‘man as
his son, and before he would again

as

| speak to him and treat him as one of |

are |

schools |

to |

once |

of |

"The stagecoach

[

more forcibly than did this lesson |
given on the duty to assist at Mass |
on Sunday.—Sacred Heart Review
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| the family, In all my experiences,”
remarks the Bishop, “I remember
but few incidents that impressed me
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10 Days’ Free Trial
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TO INVESTORS

THOSE WHO, FROM TIME TO TIME, HAVE
FUNDS REQUIRING INVESTMENT
MAY PURCHASE AT PAR

DOMINION OF CANADA DEBENTURE

IN SUMS OF $500, OR ANY MULTIPLE THEREOF

Principal repayable 1st October, 1919.

Interest payable half-yearly, 1st April and 1st October by
cheque (free of exchange at any chartered Bank in Canada) at
the rate of five per cent per annum from the date of purchase.

Holders of this stock will have the privilege of surrendering
at par.and accrued interest, as the equivalent of cash, in pay
ment of any allotment made under any future war loan issue in
Canada other than an issue of Treasury Bills or other like shart
date security.

Proceeds of this stock are for war purposes only.

A commission of one-quarter of one per cent will be allowed
to recognized bond and stock brokers on allotments made in
respect of applications for this stock which bear their stamp.

For application forms apply to the Deputy Minister of
Finance, Ottawa.

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE, OTTAWA
OCTOBER 7th, 1916.




