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testant churches 
i best not send 
«t country, for 
The people are 
;lou they havo.

sent to 
est, but not to a 

S. H. Review.

HOT TO KNOW BUT TO DO. SEEKING THE CAUSE. ADMISSION OF WEAKNESS.played the chief part in the history of 
mankind for these nineteen hundred 
years. To it wo owe our faith to day.
To it we owe our knowledge of the 
Father; of the equality of men in llis 
sight, of the sanctity of marriage and 
the family life. To it we owe the 
domestic virtues, the idea of the state, 
the limits to the power of the state, the 
right to appeal to God from the unjust 
decrees of senates and kings and mobs ; 
the discovery of America, the elevation 
ol the masses. Despite the fact that 
things have not always been right, 
despite scandals and sporadic ills, 
that Church has held parliaments, 
showing men how to make laws 
and establish forms of govern • 
ment. More, that Churoh was the 
first to bring the university to the 
people, for its pulpit was the first 
popular university. The Church 
brought to that university the people 
— men, women and children—to be in­
structed there in practically every­
thing in the range of human knowledge, 
till thus there was created a public 
conscience, a Christian conscience, the 
foundation of all law and order, of all 
government and true civilizitiou.

The pulpit Oh if its voice were 
silenced, what a misfortune, what a 
calomity 1 It is still a cry rgalnst sor­
did materialism, the dominance of the 
86 ises.

Here to day is the Church itself on 
the beautiful banks of the Mississippi, 
in tho heart of the greatest republic 
the world has ever known, amid an 
aggregation of people ol noble charac­
teristics in a time of peace and pros­
perity—here it is, that great and his­
toric Church. Torn ov rout by dis 
sen si on stricken down here or super- 
ceded there, exulting or sorrowing, the 
Church that thrust back the Ma­
hometan power that threatened Europe 
with tiro and sword, mrvives, inde­
structible. She exists, that mighty 
Mother, despite scandals and trials and 
rebuffs, rising superior to them all 
advancing ever.

Look back a hundred years in our 
national history, to the time when the 
minds of our forefathers were just 
awakening to the idea, though tney 
realised it but imperfectly, of the pos­
sibilities of our land. They were then 
at a turning point in the world’s history, 
the inauguration of a change in the 
affair of men. Change is the law of 
things mundane. The summer bears 
fruits and autumn brings the harvest 
which is gathered. The leaves fall, 
the flowers wither, the air grows chill, 
the earth yielding to the touch of 
wintry death. The same phenomena 
of growth and decay appear in cities 
and nations, with human institutions.
Babylon and Nineveh and Tyre—their 
glory has vanished. Kingdoms and
empires arise and flourish and pass , ,
n vav. Now, why should the Churoh be Ma“y le«''nd' S'ow“ “b af.mmd 
the exoeotiou ? Because it is a King- the beautiful story of the Three Kings 
dom not rn.de y kb human hands. <>« the East who followed the Star and

Though a century ago no one deemed f°und the Messiah, a new-born La >e, 
it possible (or the Church in the ™ the lowly Stable of Beth.ehem.
United States to reach a stage of do- One trad.t.oa says that the Throe 
veh.pn.ont like the present, we have 'v'8« Men were representatives of the 
accomplished the then incredible. We three great races descended I rom Noah s 
have grown from from a handlul on tho sons, and that starting from different 
Atlantic Coist to a Catholic populalion I'olnts and following tho guiding star, 
of M 000 0(10. We have cevrly 100 dio- they met near tho gate of Jerusalem, 

We educate over 1,000,000 and only then learned that they were
all bent on the same quest. On ac­
count of this belief, and because they 
were also supposed to represent the 
three stages of manhood, the first, 
Caspar, or Jasper, is generally repre­
sented as a very oil man, with a long 
white beard aud with a Japhetic cast of 
features. The second, Balthazar, is 
middle-aged and black haired, and evi­
dently belongs to a Semitic race ; while 
the third, Melchoir, is very young. 
He is ref resented either as a Moor or 
Negro, or is attended by a swarthy 
slave to designate his belonging to tho 
third or Hametic race and to show that 
all the Gentiles also were to have a 
share in the promised redemption.

The version exemplified in General 
Wallace's “ Ben Hur ” forms a most 
poetic story of the Three Wise Men 
aud the Star :

“By and by the moon came up. And 
as the three tall, white figures sped 
with soundless tread through the opal­
escent light, they appeared like spectres 
flying from hateful shadows. Suddenly 
in she air before them, not farther up 
than a low hilltop, flared a lambent 
flame ; as they looked at it the appari­
tion contracted into a focus of dazzling 
lubtre. Their hearts beat fast, their 
souls thrilled and they shouted as with 
one voice : ‘ The Star I God is with 
us!'

THE CHURCH IN AMERICA. under the intolerable radiance. Such 
as dared look beheld tho Star standing 
still directly over the house in front >f 
the Cave where the Child hid been 
born.

“ In the height of this scene tho Three 
Wise Men came up, and at the gate 
dismounted from their camels and 
shouted for admission. When the stew­
ard so far mastered his terror as to 
give them- heed, he drew the bars and 
opened to them. The camels looked 
spectral in the unnatural light, and be­
sides their outlandishnoss, there were 
in the faces and manner of the three 
visitor» an eagerness and exaltation 
which still further excited tho keeper's 
fears and fancy ; he fell back and for a 
time could not answer the question 
they put to him.

“ 4 Is not this Bethlehem of Judea?’
“The people from the roof came down 

and followed tho strangers as they wore 
taken through the court and out into 
the enclosure; at sight of tho Scar yet 
above the cave, though loss candescent 
than before, some turned back afraid ; 
the greiter part went on. As tho 
strangers neared the house tho orb 
arose ; when they were at tho door, it 
was high up overhead, vanishing ; when 
they entered, it wont out, lost to sight.
And to tho witnesses of what then took ^ars ago. ihe Protestant men of to­

day wore the children of that time. 
They were pupils of the public system. 
Instruction and religious training were 
kept separated. The mind was ex­
ploded at the expense of the soul. A 
knowledge of God was suppressed, and 
when the boy developed into manhood 

What are the garden’s chief lessons? lie wandered away from the duty of 
Surely tho first is a lesson of faith, religious worship as taught him by that 
He Who so watches llis world that the very weak authority, the Sunday 
seasons come round in their order will school, 
never forget His pe.iple'and their needs.
Wind may blow, storms rave, frosts 
chill, and the sun is marching on, and 
life ever revives after apparent death.
The garden teaches us to believe in the 
sleepless providence of our God.—The 
Angelas.

INovember 30, in The civilized world may be drifting 
back into ptginistn, as some people say 
but Catholics can not afford to drilt. 
They have in thyir keeping a deposit 
of Divine faith. Their charge is a 
precious one. They possess the one 
gift in all the world which avails to 
preserve the world from its own wicked 
ness and forgetfulness. It is incumbent 
uoon Catholics not only to preserve the 
Divine gift of faith for their own sake 
but tor the sake of those outside the 
Church. Catholics must not bo afraid 
to let their light shine before men. The 
day of the timid Catholic in America 
is gone by. Catholics have nothing to 
bo afraid of, nothing to apologize for. 
The Church and its work is open to tho 
view of all men. Its humanitarian 
work alone compels the admiration 
even of those who are not given to ad­
miring Catholic development of any 
kind. Its work of saving souls may bo 
more difficult for the outsider to appre­
ciate than its work of saving bodies ; 
but those who have eyes to see this, 
the first and most important work of the 
Church, may see it also.

The charge that the Churoh is a 
foreign Church has fallen to the 
ground. There is no need any longer 
for Catholics to protest vehemently and 
excitedly their loyalty to the flag. 
Americans of all kinds unless the 
hopelessly narrow-minded — recog­
nize this without being reminded of it 
all the time

It is for Catholics nowadays to move 
serenely on doing the work of God in 
this country in the Church's own time 
honored way, wasting no time in won­
dering what their nou-Catholic neigh­
bors will think about it. Their non- 
Catholic neighbors, in moat cases, will 
only rejoice to see in this word of 
doubt and infidelity the grand body 
of the Catholic Church, actuated 
by the old time faith in God and in 
His word marching steadily forward 
under the banner of the Cross, upholding 
Christian Doctrine and Christian moral­
ity untouched and untroubled by the up- 
to date philosophy of Godlessness aud 
despair.—Sacr d Heart Review.

A matter of serious complaint fre­
quently found in our non-Catholic ex­
changes is the disc luragingly small at 
tendance of men at Sunday services. In 
spite of urgent appeals and irgonious 
plans to attract Protestant congrega­
tions cootinae conspicuous for the ab­
sence of the men. Recent statistics, 
bearing the stamp of accuracy, inform 
us that not more than 3 per cent, of 
Protestant men are church goers.

Those laboring to correct this con­
dition seem to bo seeking the cause 
without results, 
trouble lies in the fact that they are 
not looking In the right direction. 
Perhaps the search might be speedily 
ended were they to give serious con­
sideration to the admonition expressed 
by Pope Leo XIII. in one of his letters. 
41 Men,” he said, “ must not allow 
themselves to be easily persuaded that 
instruction and piety can be kept 
separate with impunity.” Protestant 
ism is paying the penalty for having 
done so.

Herein lies tho secret. This is the 
reason why the Probes cant churches 
havo so few men in attendance at their

On Wednesday,
Sacred Heart Cathedral, Davenport, 
la., in the presence ol two Archbishops, 
thirteen Bishops, a mitred Abbot, a 
Mouslgnor, the Right Rev. Bishop-elect 
of Helena, Mont., and two hundred and 
twenty priests, Rev, James Davis, 1).

consecrated Coadjutor-Bishop 
jf Davenport. Archbishop Keane was 
censecrator, assisted by Bishop 
grove, and Bishop Spalding, of Peoria 
jtrepched the sermon.

Bishop Davis is the logical ineum 
bent of the new cilice. He has been 
pastor of the Sacred Heart Cathedral, 
Davenport, for fifteen years, and was 
the unanimous first choice of Bishops 
and priests. He is a native of Knock- 
topher, County Kilkenny, Ireland, and 
.« a member of a family which has given 
two sons and three daughters to the 
Church, lie was born in 1852 and 
celebrated the silver jubilee of his 
ordination last year, 
codented gathering of clergy at his 
-focration is eloquent evidence of his 
great popularity among his priestly 
orefcliren.;

Bishop Spalding preached a charac- 
woàiatierilly strong and suggestive ser 

at the consecration. Ho took for 
ais text tho words : “ Now this is
eternal life ; that they may know Thee, 
Lhe only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
Whom Thou hast sent. I have come 
that they may have life and have it 
more abundantly.” After speaking of 
.ho material struggle for life, he said :

Had we sufficiently clear vision we 
could see in addition to tho domain 
of sense a spiritual realm of forces 
working for our weal. Even now wo 
ive and move and havo our being in 

God. The kingdom of heaven is build 
rg here and now, and those who labor 

faithfully and well will enter that ever- 
1.anting kingdom. This is what our 
.a>tA aims at, to fit us for that king­
dom without end.

Now how does our Lord enable us to 
prepare for that spiritual realm ? The 
=irst essential is union, communion, 

Father are one, 
-île in complete identification. There­

fore He would leads ns to seek life 
hrough union with the Father. Christ 
caches us that God is eternal, long 

suffering, patient, merciful. He tells 
is, “ seek first the Kingdom of God,” 
that is, seek to enter into union with 
:ho Father. How ? Not by increasing 
3ur wealth, our material resources, 
our learning, our rank, our fame, our 

aire the

ALL OVKR TIIE WOULD THE NI'MliKIt 09 
YOUNG MEN STUDYING FOB THU 
I’ll OT ESTA NT MINISTRY IS ({ROWING 
SMALLER. !the

WJ.' :Perhaps one of the strongest admis­
sions of internal weakness that has 
been made by tho religious denomina­
tions appears in tho Standard, a 
prominent Baptist organ published in 
Chicago. Professor Shaller Matthews 
asks the question ; 44 Are our children 
to have an educated ministry ?” His 
reason for tho question is found in the 
following statement :

44 All over tho world tho numbor of 
young men whe are being educated as 
clorymen is growing smaller. I» 
America the situation has become 
acute among Northern Baptists. In 
eleven Baptist colleges oast of the Mis­
sissippi and north of the Ohio, there 
wore precisely twenty six men study­
ing for the ministry who graduated in 
the last senior classes. Out of twelve 
hundred students in Harvard. Yale, 
Columbia and Princeton, graduating 
this year, who have indicated their life 
work, only twenty eight of all denom­
inations are reported as intending t# 
eater the ministry.”

To this gloomy condition of affairs 
the professor above named offers vari­
ous explanations, but tho New York 
Sun places tho blame just where it 
belongs in the following very expres­
sive paragraph :

44 Is not the real reason the loss of 
religious faith and tho substitution for 
it of a spirit of criticism ? Would men 
abandon the ministry, no matter how 
great their trials in it, if they believed 
that the eternal salvation of souls de­
pended on their preaching the truths 
of the Gospel as they conceived them 
to l>e ?”

1 !>,, was
MY EXPER ! BCos- ■I
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Untaught and untrained, therefore, 

in childhood to this very necessary 
duty, why expect to find him following 
it rigidly in manhood ? As a child, his 
religious training is neglected, both in 
tho school and in the home. Is is not 
illogical to expect to find him a man of 
religious temperament? Here, then, 
is tho reason why ho is not found in 
the Protestant church on Sunday.

In strong contrast stands tho man 
who received his training under the 
inti nonce of the Catholic system, which 
keeps instruction and religion in close 
companionship. Figure the results and 
draw the comparisons. Boldly do those 
speak the praises of the parochial aud 
the condemnation of the public system. 
Conclusively do they prove that tho 
perpetuation of the Christian spirit in 
the nation is almost wholly dependent 
upon the Catholic system of education. 
—Church Progress.

However true tho statements of Prof. 
Matthews may be concerning other de­
nominations, they fall painfully short 
when they are applied to the Catholic 
youth of this or any other country. Our 
seminaries, both hero and abroad, are 
crowded with an earnest and ambitious 
host of noble

“knew an A REMARKABLE CUBE.
SISTER AT ST. MARY OF THE-WOODS LAYS 

A8IDO HER CRUTCHES.
A very remarkable cure, apparently 

tho result of prayer, is recorded from 
St, Mary of the Woods, Vigo county, 
Indiana. The happy beneficiary is 
Sister Clemetine, a member of the 
Order of tho Sitters of Providence. 
Sister Clement'no, who has been an 
invalid for years, is quoted as follows 
concerning her cure.

On tho anniversary of the birth of 
the Bles-ted Mother of God I went to 
the chapel with the assistance of ray 
crutches and prayed our Lord in honor 
of llis Mother's birth to restore my j 
health. Be'ore leaving the chapel I 
felt a strange feeling as of some migity 
change come over me. 1 began to feel 
a little stronger, but could not make 
myself believe that my streng'h was re­
turning. But it was, and I found I 
could kneel and rise without any great 
effort. 1 also found that I could walk 
without the aid of crutches.

Fearing a commotion if 1 left tho 
chapel without my crutches, I left as 
I carne, cary lug my wooden supports 
under my arms, but nob bearing on 
them. I went to the Mother Superior's 
room and told her of what had hip- 
penened. My presence shocked her, 
as she supposed l was unable to leave 
my room.
prajers aud of the wonderful change I 
had vdt.—New World, Chicago

men who are firedwith God. Ho aud the young
with that zeal for souls whlçh the dis­
couragements and trials of life in the 
ministry cannot deter. In Ohio alone 
there are more than three hundredJust as the providence of God orders 

and arranges everything in the exterior 
world for our benefit and advantage, 
so in our inmost hearts the Holy Spirit 
is constantly dwelling and arranging by 
His providence the events of our 
interior life. Let us not disappoint 
Him, but let Him lead us where He will 
and how He will; all He wants is our 
correspondence. —Rev. Father Dignam, 
S.J.

young men »-tudying for the Catholic 
ministry, and however this may com­
pare with the past it tells plainly 
enough that the ranks of the Catholic 
clergy are not threatened to become ex­
tinct. But after all, it is the [tower o£ 
truth that conquers all things. When 
one believes urinly and fools deeply tho 
truths which ho possesses, tho convic­
tion which follows boars fruits in other 
hearts and other minds, 
one places God, the Power and Inspirer 
of all good, bick of all this wo havo 
tho lull reason why there is no falling 
off in the ranks ol those who enter the 
long and arduous course of training 
necessary to make tho Catholic priett. — 
Rosary Magazine.
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ed my Inrso and 
oor. “Yes. John 
rorao in!” On tho 
ig an old man of 
n his nap he ro­
ui John Reggio.
Signor ! Are you 

a Catholic priest 1 
, the feeble fingers

power, our might, but acq 
■>ro[>er disposition of soul. “ The king 
dom of God is within you.” There is 
*ho solution. Christ teaches us the 

} 'losonhy of the Beatitudes, of the 
greatness of meekness, of peace making, 
•>f purity of heart of the quality of 
.ricjrcy, the endurance of persecution— 
»vor hoping, ever believing, because 

od is good and faithful to His promises.
Faith is indestructible

If we judge them by their expres­
sions there are some people who almost 

because
And when

LEGENDS OF THE MAGI. d >ubt the efli *acy of prayer 
God does not give immediate answer to 
their petitions. Seldom do they count 
tho fault their own. But they should 
remember that prayer does not consist 
in the utterance of pious expressions. 
Something else is required.

and gazing searvh- 
îe sail, “You no 
uly priest!” “Yes
a Cathalic priest, 

uidod mo to you.” 
o old man clasped 
ily diow me out 
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* That is why 
why hope rises above the sloughs of 
despair.

Since God is so good, so helpful, so 
uniahle, shall we not love Him aud 
i wo Him mightily, with all our heart 
and all our strength ?

Christ goes on to tell us another in­
spiring truth—that we I----
n deeds of charity, 

his life shall lose it.” 
elves our only consideration, our only 

seeking, we shall lose. Wo must go 
out of ourselves to acquire real repute. 
The student, for instance, is not con­
tent with his own per tonal t houghts. 
Ho acquires books, he enters libraries, 
ae takes up the record of the past, he 
**oads what great thinkers have thought 
and placed in writing. His individual 
notions he goes out from to come in 
touch with those of others. He leaves 
the narrow laud of self for another 
external, and like Abraham departs 
"rom his own country to seek better.

Another means of preparing the 
kingdom within, is the process of self- 
immolation. If you would truly be 
satisfied, you should aid others. What 
are Christ’s miracles but examples of 
.ministry to others, miracles of compas­
sion, like making cripples whole, re­
storing sight to the blind, illumining 
minds with the light of faith and eu 
nebling them. . .

This is the meaning of Christianity. 
This is the root, tho heart, the core, to 
know the only truo God and Joans 

hrist, Whom He sent, to havo life and 
Havo it more abundantly, and to use all 
our knowledge 
fellow-man, in deeds of kindness, peace 
and charity.

Brethren, when we take this larger 
view, it is easy to see that here we 
have the absolute, the permanent, the 
abiding religion. To turn away from it 
is to turn away from hope, away from 
the enlightenment and enliven ment of 
Lifo. When men turn from knowing to 
doing they attain the only real under­
standing, for in fact we understand 
nothing except by doing—by ceaseless 
doing and striving. It is only by con 
stant practice, by repeated efforts alone 
that the workman, the artist, acquires 
that thorough grasp, mastery of his 
vocation that constitutes his knowl- 

of it ; b,"a where there is ques­
tion of religious, vital truth, we 
do not understand except by mak 
ing it part of our being — not 
by critical inquiry, not by historic 
research, not by theorizing or dissect- 

, but by doing ! Not every man who 
fosses but ho who “ does ” the will

::£• "A SPOILED PRIEST," by Rev. 
Father Sheehan. Th s, the latest work •< 
the celebrated Irish li.teratvur, is now on 
8<i e at the Ca hulic Reco d Office. Mailed 
to a y ; ddress on receipt of one dollar.

THE SACRAMENT OF EXTREME 
UNCTION.

This is the sacrament administered
to those whom, through sickness, are 
in imminent danger of death. It* pur­
pose is to give them strength in their 
straggle with death and to prepare 
them for eternal life, 
clearly indicates it is the last anoint 
ing. It is well to note carefully the 
words of the deft ni on. By so doing it 
becomes evident at once to whom the 
sacrament

find oursolve» ceses.
pupils in our parod iai schools. The 
children of Catholics to the second and 
third generations are as loyal as their 
fathers and mothers. Even outsido the 
Church we are respected, and many say 
we havo a great mission and can reach 
thousands whom no others can reach. 
In this connection, let me say, that 
every effort, within or without the 
Church, to do good, should be looked 

ith kindly eye. Christ gave to

44 He who seeks 
It we make our- NON-CATtiOLIC MISSION.

told her the result of my As the name C .thulic tilandiird and Times.
Salisbury, Md., December 12. This 

thriving and beau til ul town on the 
Eastern Shore may well bo said to be­
long to the 44 Bru testant Belt of Mary­
land.” There are over six thousand 
in lia bit au ta, and of that number only 
twelve are Catholics. Rev. E. Mickle 
is pastor and res-ides at Cape Charles, 
ninety miles away. Through his zeal 
and energy a church was erected hero 
some years ago, yet, despite the fact 
that there have been several nou- 
Catholic missions in Salisbury, the 
congregation does not grow. Converts 
havo been made—two were baptized 
during this last mission—but even the 
old-time Catholics find it hard to live 
in a place where they can hear Mass 
only once a month or less and with the 
priest no nearer than ninety miles, 
hence they move away. Tho few Cath­
olics who havo been born and raised 
here cannot realize the fact that Catho­
lics are in great numbers elsewhere. 
A young girl from here went to Balti­
more, and the first Sunday she attended 
Mass she was “ scared most to death,” 
as she said, at the crowd. She had not 
thought there were so many Catholics 
in the whole world 1

When Father Sutton, the Bassionist, 
opened a mission at Mass on Sunday, 
the 4th of December, there were only 
fifteen people in the church, and three 

non-Catholics. On the

AN ENCOURAGING SIGN OF THE 
TIMES. be administered.

Many occasions may present them­
selves where there is imminent danger 
of death ; yet in none can the sacra­
ment of Extreme Unction be given 
unless the danger results from sickness. 
Therefore, the real occasion for admin­
istering it is made quite plain. Bor- 
haps it might also he well to remember 
that the sacrament can not bo given to 
infants and to imbeciles. Not to these 
because not having attained the use of 
reason they have no need for the sacra­
ment.

In the fifth chapter of St. Jamos, 
verses 14 and 15, wo find not only tho 
warrant for tho sacrament, but also its 
minister, its matter, its form and its 
effects. 41 Is any man sick among you? 
Let him brings in tho priests of the 
Church, and lot them pray over him, 
anointing him with tho oil, in the name 
of the Lord: and the prayer of faith 
shall save tho sick man: and tho Lord 
shall raise him up; and if he be in sins,

FATHER FEDELIS, C. I*., ANSWERS AN 
OLD, OLD FABLE.

The first speaker, at the quarterly 
meeting of the Federation of Catholic 
Societies, Bhiladolphia, was the noted 
convert-priest Rev. Father Fidelis, C. 
B. (James Kent Stone), who made a 
brief but impassioned plea for united 
effort in furtherance of this now im-

up in w
us tho parable of the priest and the 
Lovite to warn us against drawing the 
line in doing good between those in 
aud those outside our Church. Ah, 
brethren, let us draw no lines in deeds 
of mercy and love. Wnerover there is 
want, or sickness or suffering, where- 
ever there is sin or sorrow, there wo 
are we called to the duty of helpfulness, 
oBalleviation. That is the field for our 
labors.

Those who benefit most the Church 
are those who bear within themselves 
the life of Jesus Christ. It is only 
when that life is exalted that men and 
nations can make real progress, 
avails it if we have millions if we sacri­
fice all to Mammon, to materialism ? 
If we would be truly great let us be 
thought of, not as rich in cities and 
fields, not as mighty in armies and 
navies, nor as replete with power and 

intellectual glory. No ; let us 
instead be thought of as possessors of 
the imperishable grace of the inner 
soul that makes great a raau and makes 
gieat a people.

É
provemont, which is a sign of the times 
—a sign full of encouragement. The 
movement in itself, said Father Fidelis, 
is a practical answer to one of tho ob­
jections that Brotestants in their 
ignorance bring against the Mother 
Church, namely, the old, old fable that 
Catholics are priest-ridden ; that they 
take their religion from their priests.

44 You know, and it is not necessary 
for mo to tell you,” said the speaker,
44 that you do not take your religion 
from your priests, but that Bopo, Car­
dinals, Bishops, priests and people all , . , . ,,
go to the one unerring source—their they shall be forgiven him. 
mother, the Church—for the laws and Most plainly, therefore, wears hoar 
regulations that are to guide them in informed that the effect of tne sacra-
the all important work of saving their ment 18 comfort the soul in its last
immortal souls." «Rony, no strengthen it against de-

Fathor Fidelis said that he had often spair to remit sin and oven re-
s‘ore health. A few further words, 
some of them of a practical character 
reserved for a second review, will con- 

consideration of th

- J
What

for the service of our

* 44 On the Twelfth Night as 
they came up out of Hinnorn, on tho 
plain of Rephaioi, a light appeared, at 

widespread and faint. Their 
pulses fluttered fast, The light inten­
sified rapidly ; they closed their eyes 
against its burning brilliance ; when 
they dared look again, lo 1 tho Star, 
perfect as any in the heavens, but low 
down and moving slowly before them. 
And they folded their hands and shout­
ed and rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy.(

* *

first
of them were 
8th of December ho had nine present at 
Mass and seven for Holy Communion.

Monday night rain fell and froze, so 
that walking was ditlicult. 
small boys, one young man and a 
woman put in an appearance. Father 
Sutton addressed them for a short time 
on 44 What Are the Commandments efl

wished that the Catholic laity would do 
just as it has done in the Federation 
movement, unite and exercise its right­
ful infiuence and power in dealing with 
the many social problems that vex our 
age.

The National Egoism.
From the Ave Marie.

Spain is striving to abolish bullfights 
and to secure also a better observation 
of the Lord's Day. We, who deride 
Spain, have been unable to abolish 
lynching or the prize-fight, and have 
now introduced another cruel diversion 
in the automobile matches, which seem 
to regard men’s lives and limbs as of no 
account. It Is only another instance 
of the national egoism upon which 
we recently commented—the tendency

" Compound with pine we are inclined to
By damning these who have no mind to."

B OF IRISH CATH-
JCS. elude our 

ment.—Church Brogross.
o iacra- Three

there comes to light 
lorance against the 
of Ireland. One of 
ver that Irish Catho- 
i and that they por- 
itaut neighbors who 
ority, is a Protestant 
answered, almost at 
another Protestant,

>1 War burton, who 
London Cronidle,

seing an * intolerant 
ribed by a oorrespond- 
) of Friday last, the 
re the most tolerant 
ver seen. For forty- 
father was dean of 
idsfc of a population 
>lics were twenty t# 
nor any of my famHy 
anything but respect; 

isulfc were unheard of. 
ay the same for my 
een’s County for 269 
ce and insult I regret 
rom the Protestant 
quartered is Belfast 

uly. Both times the 
e commenced by the 
Enniskillen, where I 

i was the same. The 
f Irish Protestants is 
io longer bully their 
3rs ; that the latter 
.1 ; that the Catholie 
once over their flocks, 
bant clergy have dobs

God be praised I” he exclaimed, 
44 that enthusiasm in this direction has 
begun to take hold on the Catholic 
laity. God prosper you, and may your 
achievements in this great western 
country prove to those outside the 
Church that she is not what they think 
she is, bub what we know her to bo — 
the spouse of Jesus Christ.”

All that the Church asks, said Father 
Fidelis, in conclusion, is liberty, nob 
the 44 liberty ” of the French Republic, 
but truo liberty, with true respect for 
the conscientious convictions of all—a 
fair field and no favor.

Wisdom consists in the knowledge of 
little things, and we got best insight 
into our own character when wo give 
heed to the minor an I often unworthy 
motives by which our conduct is in­
fluenced.—Bishop Spalding.

God is with ns! God is with us !’ 
they repeated, in frequent cheer, all 
the way, until the Star, rising out of 
the valley beyond Mar Elias, stood still 
over a house up on the slope of tho 
hill near the town.

44 It was now the beginning of the 
third watch, and at Bethlehem the 
morning was breaking over the moun­
tains in the east, but so feebly that it 
was yet night in the villcy. The 
watchman on the roof of the old khan, 
shivering in tho chilly air, was listen­
ing for the first distinguishable sounds 
with which life, awakening, greets tho 
dawn, when a light came moving up 
the hill towards the house. Ho thought 
it a torch in some one’s hand ; next 
moment he thought it a meteor ; the 
brilliance grew, however, until it 
became a star. Sore afraid, he 
cried out and brought everybody 
within the waits to the roof.

44 The phenomenon, In eccentric mo­
tion,continued to approach ; the rooks, 
trees and roadway under it shone as in 
a glare of lightning : directly its 
brightness oecame blinding. The more 
timid of tho beholders fell upon their 
knees and prayed with their faces hid 
den ; the boldest, covering their eyes, 
crouched, and now and then snatched 
glances tearfully. After a while the 
khan and everything thereabout lay

God ?” Every other night, however, 
the Church was crowded. Strange te 
say, very few attend more than one 
lecture. With the exception of six 
or seven persons there was a new aud­
ience every night. Some nights all 
men, then again all women. Tho little 
boot, “ Clearing the Way,” was much 
in demand, and by Friday night the 
supply was exhausted. Some day whem 
a priest can bo located here in the 
midst of these faithful few tho harvest 
will be gathered in. Some of 
those present remarked to their Cathe- 
lig friends : 44 If Father Sufcron stays
much longer we will become Catholics.” 
It takes heroic courage to break away 
from Protestant environments and join 
the little band of Catholics here. Bub 
in God's good time the labors of Bishcf» 
Curtis, Fathers Mickle, Temple and 
others will be crowned with success. 
44 The Word of God will not return 
void.”

Father Sutton closed his labors oe 
Sunday night, thank-ng the non-Catho­
lics for their attendance and beggixg 
them for the sake of their souls be 
weigh well what he had said to them.

PhnINSULA.

Monks of St. Bernard.
At the celebrated Hospice of St. 

Bernard, in Switzerland, there arrived 
lately a splendid piano, the gift of 
King Edward.

The King, accompanied by 
Codringtou, visited the hospice in 18(18, 
and then presented a piano to tho 
monks. It has stood since in tho prin 
cipai room, protected by a cover bear­
ing the inscription, 44 Fidelitcr, for- 
titgr, féliciter.”

Monks and numerous travelers had 
thus found musical amusement in the 
midst of tho icy mountains.

This year the King learned that the 
old piano was worn out, and so ho sent 
a now one through the British Legation 
at Berne.

This was, with great difficulty taken 
from Martigny by sledge over the snow 
covered mountain roads.

The monks received the gift joyously 
and thankfully.

to

.ng
pro
o! the Father, he shall enter the Kir g 
dom, his faith shall never be destroyed

Now, my brethren, we are gathered 
more to day on an occasion intimately 
connect'd with this gieat problem of 
Life. Christ appointed twelve apostles 
to teach His doctrines. On these apos­
tles He built His Church, which spread 
throughout the world, an apostolic in­
stitution. Had Christ not organized 
His Church, it would not have played 
an important part in histsry. if you 
are to act on masses of men, on nations 
and peoples, yon must act on the plan 
qf social organization. We are all 
creatures ol society. Languages, dia­
lects, styles of houses and temples, 
clothing, laws, customs, manners —all 

the slow growth of efforts of men in 
social contact. The individual man is 
ihMgniflsant In union with others.

Hence with the wisdom of Divinity, 
Qhrist established a Church nineteen 
hundred years ago and that Qhurch hue

If we believe with au active, posi­
tive, loving faith that God is in the 
tabernacle would we pas* Him by 
without a visit when wo go to our 
work in the morning every day, and 
again when we return home at night. 
If we could see Him, would we thus 
neglect Him? And must wo see Him, 
to believe?

Tho quiet activity of mind required to 
adjust ourselves to difficult surround­
ings gives a zest and interest to life 
which we «an find In no other way, and 
adds a certain strength to the oharac 
ter which cannot be found elsewhere.

It is said here (hat Mr. Charles J. 
Bonaparte of Baltimore, will probably 
be tendered the cabinet portfolio of 
Secretary of the Interior. While noth­
ing definite has been done in this direc­
tion the matter is under discussion in a 
quarter wbleà Mtoatos its probabil­
ity.

General

One can sometimes love that which 
we do not understand, but it is impos­
sible clearly to understand what wo do 
not love.—G r indou’s Life and Nature.

Two graces need bo be learned by 
every Christian—patience and submis­
sion under defeat and modesty in vic­
tory.

We are God’s own creatures, and God 
is our own God. All else will fail us, bat 
He never will. All U love with Him, 
love in light and love in darkness, love 
always and everywhere.—Father Faber.

Family tirs are not severed in 
heaven, and Jesus, in raising Ills 
Blessed Mother above the saints and 
angels, teaches us that filial piety is a 
virtue of eternity—Laoordaire.
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Every fresh not of contrition brings 
» fresh ray of light and sunshine into 
our souls.

Many a man lays the foundation •# 
his misfortune by knowing too megy 
things that are none of his business.
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