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Judgment on -the nppucution of the ra.l!wayg tor - ment

“an increase in' tfeight mod fo ‘meet the increase in
cost of fuel, materiaf,- aqu!pmept and Jabor was given
.. by the Railway’ Commluloners at Ott&wa, on Wed-
nesday, D} 26 Freight rates in general are per-
mitted ‘to \‘i}e increased approxhna.tely ten per. cent.
in-the ‘West and fiftéen per -cent. in the East. With:
a view to'lessening the disturbance as between the
territories: now. established ' of - western distributing
centres and having also in mind the increase in the
" all rail rates already allowed, a ten per cent. in-
crease west of Port Afthur, and a fifteen per cent.
‘ increase ‘on"the castern balance of the through rates
is permitted. ‘On coal- the increase is fifteen cents:
‘a. ton and five cents per ton on clay, sand, gravel
'i!iﬁ ‘erushed stone. On'grain to Lake Superior ports
- “an 1increase of two . cents per hundred pounds is
_alloygq. and - on g}ain and grain products in the
‘West other than for movement to Fort William and
also @n movement east of Fort William an increase
of fifteen per cent. subjest to the maximum of 2
cents per hundred pounds,is permitted. . & heére are
alsg increascs permitted” on existing lumber rates
boﬂ‘ht ‘and West and between points in Eastern -
Canad fifteen Der ocent. increase, which s a maxi-
mum of three cents. "An increase in passenger mtes
of 15 per eent. is allowed, except in British  Columbia,
where the existing rate is now. considerably -higher
than in eother parts of Canada.
In permlmng thig - increase,  the. Rallway Com-
missioners malntaln that “ne’ greater profits will’ be
obta.ined under the neyv scﬁeduie‘tha.n in the past’-

“On. coal,,an increa,ee ot fifteen cents per ton
is - allowed, ‘it belng consldered that this will bear’
~1ess harmtnlly on- the consumer than a percentage
increase. In the Westérn hearings the evidemce was
that a fiat Increase wag preferable to the percentage
increase asked for. by the railways.

_ “An increase of five cents per ton is permitted
on_clay, sand, gravel and crushed stome.

“On grain to Lake Superior ports an increase of
two cents- per hundred pounds is allowed; this is
gpppoxlmately ten per cent. *

“Grain and grain products’ efc.,In the West, other

“than fér’ movement to Fort William, and also on

th'q movement of these from Fort William east, aré
permitted an increase of 15 per cent, subject to a
maximum of two cents per hundred pounds,-
“The exjsting lumber rate basis-in the West has
been built up by agreement between the mills and
the railways, the important matter being the extent
of the rate differences befween different groups of
producers. A percentage arrangement would create
disparities. - From British Columbia mills to the
- different groups, ‘Increases’ of from three to five
cents, according to distance, are allowed. From
northern Alberta and Saskatchewan spruce dlstrlcts
15 per cent., with a maximum of_three to four cents,
_according to distance. - From British' Columbia to
eastern Canada 10 ‘per cent, .From Lake of the
Woods and Rainy River, three to four cents; accord-
-ing: 1o d!stnnce ll!ﬁm\ Port Arthup west three to.
- five cents, acwrﬁms to di-um Between pemta

nm ea.stém Canaaa. a 18 per m fncréase, whlch

works out a ma,xllm@ at thne cents
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l “Trang- contine;tai . be= lncreggqi
10 per ‘cent, No tnm allowa hx thS¢eonﬂn§nn
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'pa- 3nd, rafl stea) bars. at 8 cents, steel spokes at', .

Tnmk lnm-qu 11 per ;sent ‘while expenléqm
InOctober:ron increased léss than 2

22 per cent.
per cent, while net earnings decreased 40 per cent.
“It is found that there can be no question, in view
of the actual results, that‘the rallways require greate
er revenues, and must have them if proper effi=
clency is to be maintained, and the demands of the .
country for' transportation at all adequately met™®
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STEEL SG.HBDm TO BE EXTENDED,

(New York Iron Age.)

In the closing days of 1917 ‘the steel trade has the
satisfaction of knowing that it will enter the New
Year free from the fear that present price sche&s }
may be overturned. The War Industries Board, af-
ter a conference on Saturday with the Federal Trade

© Commission, has recommended to the President the

indefinite extension after January 1 of the prices
pmmnlgated late in September and those built upon
them: in the past three months.

It is expected that the President will issue a Pro=
clamation shortly extending the operation of * the
present schedule, Whether a definite period will be
named remains to be seen, but it is believed thit
some readjustments will come within the next ninety
days, ; ;

Recent. rumors of a. settlement in a part of the
Federal Trade Commission in. favor of some: reduc-
tion in pig iren led to a meeting of merchant produ-
cers !n New York December 20, at which a com=
mittee wag appointed to present the case of the®
smaller furpaces. It .was urged that a reduction in
price would cause some of them to close down and
only aggravate the existing famine in pig iron

The Manutwwrera' Committee on, Suel .and Steel -
‘Products made an’ : addie, i
tional, prices th!s week pumng !orglng ingots at
CT&W ston,. apllee bars and tie-plates at 3,25 cents

390 cents, iron abikea at 4.50 cents, track bolts at

.4 90 cents, and cut nalls at $4- per keg, and fixing.

schedules on steel castings and cast- -iron pipe. Some

*. of the above products had been gradually adjusting

“formal announcement. ‘means no abrubt change.-
-mt~;rori,plpe the official

themselves to the new market basis, so- that the
On

$49, Birmingham, and

: ;5&:35, New York, for six-inch pipe, are bug frac-

uona.lly below the recent market.
“The committee’s action on old material is an at-

3 t'émpt to cope with one of the most difficult problems

15 { the ‘same time. polnbed out ‘that'it is’in the

s 9
g puh}ic lnterest with 'a. view 'to conaerving oom rajl-

liam, Toronto and Montreal,’ Many o! the. tl‘ade as-
sociations  admitted the ' necessity of inerease -in
“Utrelght ‘rates, others were willing to abide by thé
deoision of the Ra.ihmy Boal’d, “but the Vancouver
Board of. Trads. Kltchener Bmﬂi of Trade, the
United “Farmers *of. Ontario, wxnmpeg ‘Board ' of
Trade, Grain Growers’ Association and Msnitoba
Government were decfdedly opposed 'to the proposed
increases. 'Many xavored the increases when it was:
stated that they were for the war only. Thosd that
objected did so on the ground. that they were not
required by the C. P. R, and therefore the Govern-
ment  should assist the other roads and keep the
rates of the present basis.. The authority of the
Railway Board was also questioned, but the Com-
missioners maintained that under the War Measures

way facllities and man-power t:hat pwanke: tra.vel
should be as light ag possnﬂ :

: tlexeuc h:elzht movament

NO GREA'Tﬁ'R PROFITS.

“It ‘ig setout that no greater profits will be, 0b~

_tained by the railways under the new rate schedule
‘than in the :past. The increased rates allowed will

certainly not equal the inérease .in gosts, to which
“the railways are subject. These Anereased cogts are
not in any way attribltable to,_the rallway man-
agement.  They are very ia,rxely repregsented in wage
increases, which have had the approval of the pub-
lic at large. Public bodies and public sympathy
have-been with the meh Yn the increases which.they
have obtalned. No objection whatever has been

Act they were empowered to deal with this guestion: Jmade by any-contestant on the ground that the

It was also pointed out by ‘the Railway Commission
that the Interstate Commerce Board had granted -a

railways have improvidently increased wages. The
other items of cost increases are chiefly the. result

~ general increase in freight rates to the -American ~of to-day’s priceg of coal, steel material, and rail-

railroads ‘last June.

No mention is made in the decision of the date
on which the increased rates will come into effect.
This. is because the railways will have to file new
tariffs, based upon the decision, and these must re-
ceive the approval of the board. It is quite prob-
able that several weeks will elapse before the higher
scale of freight and passenger rates come into force,

A summary of the judgment reads as follows:

“Subject to e limitations' of the Crow's Nest
Pass agreement, and to the specific limitations eon-
tained in the judgment, freight rates are permitted
to be inereased; in general, approximately ten per
¢ent., in the Wedt, and {dieas per sont. in-the Tast.

e

way supplies. The railways suffer in this regard in
common with other users of these necessities. The
increased cost can certainly not be said to be the:
railway’s fault.

*“While there was difference of opinion among

' trade erganizations, a considerable number held that

reasonable increases within the discretion of the
board were justifiable.

“As to the representations made regarding aid by
loans, as well as change in ownershlp, the board has
no nght to express an opinion, ag its powers are
concerned with rate matters.

“Canadian Northern ‘figures show a steadily de-
glining net revenues In September, 1917, the net

in ihe'ttade.- In view of the developments that, with
a fixed price, railroads and other sellers would deal

“with: consumers direct in order to get the maximum,

the committes récommends a commission of not to
\ezceed 8% per cent to recognized scrap dealers or
brokers. Various forms of scrap not regulated here-
tofore are added to the official list, :

The precedent of a quiet holiday week in pig irom
is broken, as the real effect of the fuel shortage is
“brought home to consumers. Steel production has
been kept up  this year by drawing on- pig iron
stocks. Now that these are gone, there is a scram-
ble for iron that would by thig time have sent prices
ékywa.rd but for Government regulation. It is esti-
mated that central western steel companies would
now be buying fully 250,000 tons of basic iron to
make up their shortages, if ‘t could be had,

In the past week the steel plants of the Steel Cor-
poration at Pittsburgh and in the two valleys made
about an 85 per cent output. Independent companies
ran at from 50 to 75 per cent of capacity, As an off-
set to the coke and coal shortage, some plants at
Pittsburgh and Youngstown will be idle all of this
week for repairs and stocktaking. Chicago reports
the fuel situation unrelieved ;Lnd ¥ eavsing - mrach
anxiety.

NO USE.
(From the Tattler.)

He was 'quite the ‘black sheep” of the regiment,
and was up before his commanding officer for breach
of discipline for about the fifticth time. The Colonel
_ glared at him" fiercely, “Didn’t. I tell you the last
time you were up in the orderly room,” he said, “that
I never wanted to see you again?’ “That's quite
right, sir,” answered the culprit, “but the bloomin’
sergeant woaildn’t believe it e
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