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Why Alfalfa is a Wonder Plant raising alfalfa for the first time. He oom- A Poor Munn Fnend Vetera
D. H. Otis, University of Wisconsin, Madison —Menced feeding it in place of other roughage as Jno. Beemer, Brant Co., Ont i
Alfalfa is a legume remarkably rich in digest- €0rn stover, timothy, and so forth, but con- I think alfalfa is the poor man's friend
ible protein. It in alio a heavy producer, averag. tinued to foed the nsual amount of grain. He o4 mt s mpt farming such rough ]
ing under our northern conditions about four submitted his ration to the Wisconsin Experi I have on my farm without it. In a wood In getting ¢
tons of hay to the acre. By using it judiciously —ment Station for approval. It was suggested generally cut the alfalfa on our side hi bred Avrshire
vith other feeds it is pomsible for our dairy that since alfalfa contained a larger amount of s tiries, and get from two and a half to thy work ! the P
farmers to obtain well-balanced rations for their ~digestible nutrients than ordizary roughage, and & half tons of hay an acre in the threo o chinist woul
live stock from feeds tings. 1 have never found anything t i
grown entirely on the the place of alfalfa on clay hills i Bl 8
farm In regard to pasturing alfalfa, I have pastyy i
Alfalfa is a heavy pro these hills 8o close with eattle one would
ducer of digestible nutri- it would be ruined, but the next year it il
ents. Of the three groups grow as well as ever. I do not, however, e Sy Zhr‘
of nutrlents, protein, car sider this plan good policy. Where you wan: 1 ot
bohydrates and ether ex- uso tho alfalfa for hay it is better not to pastur [0 oo
tract, the ordinary hays t00 late in the season. The alfalfa should ha, e
and grains of the farm, a chance to grow a little for winter protectior s et
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for their protein content The
vield of digestible protein per ton and per acre
of some of our common feed is shown in the fol-
lowing table :

Yield. Digestible protein
Feed peracie. Perton. Perton
Tons.
Timothy 1.5 56 84
Mixed hay 1.5 118 177
Corn silage 10.0 18 180
Red clover 20 136 2
Alfalfa 1.0 220 880

It will be noticed that mixed hay yields over
twice as much digestible protein per ton and
as timothy hay a carbonace.
yields only 18 pounds of digestible pro
ton, but on account of heing a larger
produces 180 pounds an acre. Red clover
136 pounds of digestible protein a ton,
nearly two and a half times as much as timothy
It is a Letter yielder than the hays previously
mentioned, and consequently produces 272
pounds of digestible protein an acre, or 138
pounds more than timothy hay, or 95 pounds
more than mixed hay. Alfalfa (three cuttings)
yields double that of red clover; it is also richer
than red clover, yielding 61 per cent. more di-
gestible protein.  Combining high yield with
high protein content, alfalfa makes a remark-
able showing of 880 pounds digestible protein an
acre—over three times the amount produced by
an acre of red clover, and 10 times that pro-
duced by timothy hay
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TAKES PLACE OF ONE HALF GRAIN

Alfalfa is both a roughage and a partial sub
stitute for grain. A summary of feeding trials
't various experiment stations with dairy cows
shows that alfalfa can be made to take the
place of at least one-half of the grain usually
fed our dairy cows, and as the nutrients needed
by cows can be produced much more
cheaply with alfalfa than with grain, the cost of
producing milk may be greatly reduced by its
use

dairy

The cash returns from feeding this crop at the
various experiment stations rauges from $10 and
$20 a ton. With four tons an acre, these figures
show excellent returns from the land devu'd to
alfalfa. A conservative estimate would indicate
that the dairy farmer can increase his profits
from 50 to 75 per cent. by a liLeral but judicious
uso of alfalfa grown upon his own farm
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that he could reduce the amount of grain fed
He adopted the suggestion on a herd of 50 cows
and watched the results

saven $10 A cow
He gradually decreased the grain allowance
until his cows were receiving five pounds a day
per head less grain than formerly without caus-
ing any decrease in the yield of milk. Five
pounds of grain a cow for 50 cows for seven

How would you like o Mail Box at your Freat Doer?

The {llustration shows the home of Eltjah Mastan,
West Lake. nt., a farmer who have to travel
et his mail. Conveniences such as
elp in making farm life more attractive,
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months’ feeding amounted to 26 tons, which at
$20 a ton is worth $520, or over $10 a cow

The greatest sucoess In corn growing will come
to the man who plants the proper variety, on a
sufficient space to grow in, hoes
as well as cultivates, to keep down all weed
growth, maintains a fine dust blanket for the
conservation of soil moisture and who continues
cultivation for upwards of a month after the
corn is too tall to cultivate to advantage with
the two-horse cultivator.—John Fixter, Ottawa,
Ont.
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Pointers on Selecting Fertilizers v start to feed

W. J. L. Hamilton, Nanaimo Dist., B.( in additie
That many and diverse opinions as to t) se the qu:
value of chemica! fertilizers should be expressd and. W
is only to be expected, since s0 many conditions determining  th

militate against their success. If, for instine
the soil is too dry, or if a dry spell follows the
application, their employment will produce
effect, since plants absorb all the
food in solution with the soil moisture. Indeed
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FERTILIZER AN ADJUNOT TO MANURE
Fertilizer, then, is an adjunct to and econs
miser of manure, and not a substitute, unless the
soil contains a good supply of organic matter
The fertilizing element most likely to be lacking
in the soil is phosphoric acid, so that very often
the application of superphosphate (for immed
ate use) or phosphate rock or ground bone for
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