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prostrate on the brink of the pool. 
Presently the figure came to the 
posture of all fours. The face 
turned upward, and the motorist 
caught the glint of a monocle. 
Then the face turned again to its 
quest.

“Are you looking for something 
lost?” asked the man in the car.

“Yes,” was the reply. “Very 
much lost.”

“When did you lose it, if it’s 
not an impertinent question ?”

"Not in the least,” answered the 
other cordially. “I didn’t lôse it 
at all.”

“Ah!” The motorist smiled. 
“When was it lost, then?”

Across the monocled face pas
sed a shadow of thoughtful con
sideration. “About four million 
years ago, I should judge.”

“And are you still looking? I 
perceive that you are an opti
mist,” said the elderly man.

“Just at present I’m a limno-

“ Pardon me?”
“A limnologist. Limnology is 

the science of the life found on the 
banks of small bodies of water. 
It is a fascinating study, I assure 
you. There is only one chair of 
limnology in the world.”

“And you, I prsume, are the in
cumbent?” asked the other polite-
!y-

“No, indeed ! The merest 
amateur, on the contrary. I’m 
humbly hoping to discover tihe 
eggs of certain neuropterous in
sects. Wre know the insects, and 
we know they lay eggs ; but how 
they conceal them has been a 
secret since the first dragon-fly 
rose from the first pool.”

“Ah ! You are an entomologist,
“To some extent.”
“So was I, once—when I had 

more time. Business has drawn 
my attention, though never my 
interest, away from it. I’ve en
tirely dropped my reading in the 
last year. By the way, were you 
here in time to witness the swarm 
of antiopas last month? Rather 
unusual, I tlhink.”

“No, T missed that. What was 
the feature, specially ?”

“The suddenness of the ap
pearance. You know, Helmund 
says that—”

“Pardon me, who?”
“Helmund, the Belgian.”
“Oh, yes, certainly. Go on !”
The stranger went on at some 

length. He appeared to be an in
terested rather than a learned 
student of the subject. As he 
talked, sitting on the step of his 
car, from which he had descended, 
the other studied him, his quiet 
hut forceful voice, bis severely 
handsome face, with its high 
brows, harsh nose, and chiseled 
outlines, from which the eyes 
looked forth, thoughtful, alert, yet 
with the gaze of a man in pain. 
Presently he said courteously :

(To be Continued.)
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will survive the longest Trusts.
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and capable administration.
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