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glorious past. Little rite. It it always lu the «edit of thr I ^oen S
Hoftnl that it kej< «live in a time of great divergence of opinions, m ]
to say of chaos, the central nlea, worked out too in its 
sphere, that the companies had much to gain by 
agreement together on matter» of rates and uniform practice, and Ur 
example set forth for many years licfore the Canadian 
tiis way was not overlooked
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The Toronto Boird wui-mg har. 
moniously, an I, for the most pai, loyally in tariff keeping "it* ta 
tetest of the companies, no doubt had much to do with making po,. 
Ml»le the later confederation we know and respect as the Canady 
Kue Underwriter»’ Association. If, Utereforv, the Toronto Board „ 
entering into *• days of the sere ami yellow leaf," let its gm»: works 
lie laiil up against it rather than its errors and shortcoming*.

It is with much regret I have to record the very iciious illness of 
Mr. James Scott, the President of the Merchants’ Eire Insurance 
Company.

Our City Hall Clock —Cannon Firecracker» as Toys—To Re­
assemble in the Autumn Any Way—Retr «sportive and Re­
flective.

l>ear Editor,-- Regarding our ne» and swell City Hall clock and 
chimes, a report g.a abroad lately that Hie electric lighting 
•section therewiih was defective as to insulat on, and that in conse•
que w e was a menace b the whole buihli-ig from a fireman's )»oint of 
view. It it »itisfa<t< r to kn .w that tlie whole- plant in connection 
with the tower clock, ! is |*cn inspect«-d by an officer of lise Asso 
cnie«I ( ompamre, and p onounced eacellent and safe. Some little 
feeling of an unpleasant i iture, it is rumoured, lately arose in 
necilon with I hr wiring of V* light ii;; pi ml 
an official tender for doing die j d> estimated the cost well up into the 
hundieds. \\|.il*t the woik

AKIKL.
Toronto, June 4. 1901.What m'glit be termed

since has been apparently well done, 
unofficially mi to speak, at .1 cost lieluw $100, possibly a little fric 
hon and milling of temp nuy have arisen in this way, and 
g*»tion thrown out that the w<uk done at a lower price than the 
tender aforesaid might not lie thuough ami safe

AUTOMATIC SPRINKLERS.

Editor of Chronici k.

My I lear Editor —May I piesumc on your good nature by occupying 
•pace in your valuable paper to answer in part the article -i^ned 
** Ar,rl ” <n your i»-ee of March loth, u|»on tlse subject of Automatic 
Sprinklers, in reading which I was much aniueed. With comitim bhle 
frankness he admits that his information was obtained from **occa*it>n«I 
items and hearsav.” With all deference to 14 Ariel ” I should hke 
to iem.uk that when one invites di*cus*im on a subject with which be 
is only acquainted tin ouch newspatvr items or hearsay, he is apt to 
get into deep water. My only object in replying to this section of 
“Ariel’s letter is through a <1 sire to overcome the erroneous im­
pression that the a t clc night convey to some minds. It is with full 
undemanding that automatic spunkier* will not take care 1 f the 
m^rii/ k nanl of a risk, that I offer these few facts for the considera­
tion of your readers. I speak from ah »ut twenty years’ espericrer in 
automatic sprinkler work and a* an ex iivurante engineer. “ Ariel “ 
says ; •• But the -lashing reduMion in rates hitherto allowed them has 
not I wen just died by the experience of several years, not by a long 
way. ' 1 beg to say that here is where he is in error. Kor exjwrience
has proved the contrary, as a few years ago a certain class of n-ks 
known as “ estra hazardous" had not proved profitable to the 
ant e companies, notwithstanding that the rates on the same were so 
high as to Iw almost prohibitory. At atiout this period automatic 
sprinkler protection was perfected ami the introduction sprinkler , 
equipments into this class <»f risk reversed the cmilitions, and the 
rates on the-e to-day are the lowest in the history of fire insurance.
The following paragrane in “ Ariel’s ” letter is also apt to convey 
a wrong impression, he says: ** In case of millinery or other peri-h 
able stocks the spiii klers set in operation by a small local blaze too 
ofien do greet damage to. if not destroying, such fine goods, and the 
underwriters make good the loss.” A small local blaze sh ul.l I* 
extinguished by the use of fire pails. If the blaze is of sufficient mag 
mtude tooj crate the sprinkler system, it would, in the absence of such 
protection, require the services of the tire department. I do not for 1 
mome.it imagine that “Ariel” would Contend that the fire depart 
ment would throw le** water on the stock than the sprinklers, which 
wo ill act instantly and long before any alarm could lie given at 
1 he public tire box and locally at the sight of the fire. Nut only e. 
tingui-hing the fiie, l nit through the manner in which I lie water n 
distributed, heat down and blanket the smoke, which otherwise would 
dnf th ough the building, increasing the damage, xml subsequently 
impeding the w.uk of the firemen I lus cannot |»e done by any known 
hose Stream. Automatic -ptinhler protection has pasted beyond 
the experimental stage, at they hive been in actual pi act cable u*e 
since 1874. The Canadian c >mnames have not encourage.I sprinkler 
protection until quite recently thereby escaping die error* ami 
tike* that are usually mrt w th in all experiment»! work, conse 
q.iently this cla%* of protecti,,n whcliha* I «en installed to the 
approval of the < anadian Fire l n lei writers Axsaciai ion, has the highest 
degree of efhc ency, and ihe experience with fires occur»ing in this 
class of mki under their jurisdiction is very encouraging. As dating 
the past year, six fires have cccuned in sprinkled risks mCanada with 
the following remits: In f >ur instances the fin- was extinguished 
through the operation of from one to two sprinkler hr ads. amino 
claim wai nude for lo*«. The insurance involved in these instances 
»a* over half a million dollars. In one m-tance the amount of in 
surance involve I was als.ut ninety thru sand dollars ; no claim for loss.
In anu h#-r instance lise -am •

« laim

I might lieie say
that our dock and Ik II» are just lovely and jangle iweetl), and when 
our » it y Hall »a fully completed, for there ate a few things to do yet, 
if you aie not by that time grown too old ami feeble to tear the 
fa'iguei of travel, you ought to come up and get the time o’ day from 
ut and hear these sweet toned Toronto bells. Ihink of it, they aie 
«lestmed to ring out a welcome to II. R. II. the liuke and his Con­
sort so soon !

That dangerous toy. the cannon firecracker, has again drawn public 
attention to itself a* a peril.his accessory to the holiday plrasuung of 
young 1 «opte. A ><»ung nun m tins city, on Victoria Hay, taking 
up on of these crackers, the fuse in which was slow burning, had it 
explode, «battering lit light hand, necessitating instant amputation. 
1 he fue dang-1 from the-e missiles Is twenty fold greater 
|iaii«on with the small l hi tie æ firecrackers, bad enough a» they are 
because the mass of wrappings aiound the cannon cracker 
large ami dense, an I, once ignited, -m- wider

in com-

l‘.ng, and withal ate 
•citt.rol far anil m-lr by the eaplowirc force ol thr portion of ,|yna-

i" >•» chafer tint..........mpomrUo to uy where piece a of tie
enveloping imtcnal may fall, mil, in thi. way, the lui art of hie 
may lie great Tl..Il K >1. mil I* prohiUtel within the limit, of 

I'li not fur get 1 wa*all municipalities once a youngster ami that 
hlrrrlknt Iml a chum an I faacination f.,r me a. they .till have fur 
the boys of to d>y, but th (lie difference In-tween the apithrea 
we u«rd ami llww mi Inn l.i ntw, which, tn-.nle. being a ,langer 
a nmvancr when raplnt .| m nnghh ,Uth mlw

Al tire m.iiilMy meeting of the Toronto Hoard held on the jnl insl 
afin the di.poul o( a ten Bi.tlera, ndyminment fur the wimmer holt 
.lay. wa, ma le until the qth Septcmlier. Ilu. ne.a will not suffer by 
<h„ cMoiMry iron, w. may le «tue. It i. piling more and more 
evutenl a. I me got. on that the work of the Toronto Hoard ha. Iieen 
ncc.wnpli.lwl. It hav done good work in .pile of 
•oitie slips, incident, I

. *re

some mistakes and 
suppose, to all corporations, big ami little, 

** The b.n le i ami heat of the vay " for 
ovnpast, and we are fallen upon the 

time, a period of q decence, 
of nothing to do twit talk a little an I .ext a great deal. Hie Stirling 
urne. ,.f th- wrentie. an I th, .Hghtie. „„ lememhtaiice. merely 
Imm.1 work ha. Iwen done and dtverve, récognition, 
heal, of delwie, and the fncii.m ai d contact of vaitoti. and 
opinion, ha. Iwen evolved, jut a aecietary who i. 
a s'sniping oltStf, l*he*c aie tiw irai

under mi sol nunagrmrn' 
the Baaid, 1 think, mu*t tr 
days of the first frost, the lmb vi su m tier

Uzt of the
varying 

raimg officer and 
kmg vlalfuf the Hoard, it. 

living active cmh.d,mrnl. Pie.,.lent Vi, r l're.1 lent, and «. on 
ate but wmhlar.ee,. form., .wvepant. ,d el,an, v.lahli.he.1 year, ag,,’ 
amt. together w.th llw memher. », they ,|||k,'
ornamental or m ««mental, the background or ,u|Hmrt of Hte real 
working .A,ml. .boro named, « ,|w h.mg tenomle,. of , md

amount was involve,! with about $500 
In another in dance the amount involved was.1 11». . a quarter of a

million, with ataj .t J JOo losa, and in another instance the amount In­
volved was ab.ul $100,000 with no claim for lois The above ate
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