
ASIATIC RUSSIA—ASIATIC TURKEY.
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659. In addition to its vast territorios in Eu-
' \T\ ^'r,^"^^^*^"

E'"Pi'-« ^«">Prises n.oro than atkrd of As:a. The Asiatic possessions arc Siberia,
lurkestau, and Tnm>^-Caucasia.

660. Siberia is situated on the north of the
Altai Mountains, and extends entirely across thecontment to the Pacific Ocean. It is a cold, cheer-
less country

_

The soil is cultivated a little in thesouth yu-lding barley and v,..etahle.s. Larue
forests of spruce and fir abound in foxes, ernnni
otters and other anin.als which have valuable
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yield gold and precious stones.
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603. The princ.ipal towns are On,sf,; Tnn,4, To-f">U, and Irkutsk.
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ASIATIC TURKEY.
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"«• '"^lf-«'vd,.ed people, whose wealth 'consist h,
I J^rse. came,, .,...,, ,..,^^„,^ y,,,,J^.and A/.o/v,« are the principal cities.
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CO.^ Asiatic Turkey forms a part of the Otto-man Empire, of wliid. Constantinople in Europe
IS the capital. It extends from the Black «ea tothe Mediterranean and thence southerly, including
the east coast of the Red Sea. Home ;f the more
important portions of Asiatic Turkey are A.iaMmor, Armenia, Syria, and Palestine. These !
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back to the earliest age., and they contain thf

'

ruins ot many ancient cities.
i

068. The climate is warm except on the moun-
itains.

_

In son.e parts of the country there are Iex^sive sandy deserts, on which rain seldon. falls,
i00

J. ihe products are grain, cotton, tobacco i

I'opp.es, the olive, fig, an.l other fruits. Agricul- iture IS carried on in a very rude way. The care of
«heep and goats is a leading pursuit; and th<. shep-
luTds wander over the country in search of pastur-
age and plunder.
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071 Asia Minor is ,|„. large pe-,insula between

j

the niack Sea ,wwl the .Me.liferranean. ft is a

I

Hgl.lan.l country with some beautiful valleys in
!..> west S,>nin,a, the largest city, exports ,lried

i

fru.t and opium. The site of the ancient city of
l^phesiis IS near Smyrna.

07:>. Armenia is a mountainous country on the-" h-Pflst „f the (tiack Sea. One of the high

mountfl.n on which Noah's ark reste.l.
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