
2 thp: quirt
wh. imnibeml their eattlo by teiiB of thousands
and whoso ridor8 must hav«; stiiugs of fifteen
horses apiece to keep them going; older too than
many a modest ranch that had fiourished awhile
and had finished as line-camps of the Sawtooth
when the Sawtooth bought ranch and brand for
a lump sum that loolied big to the rancher, who
immediately departed to nmke himself a new
home elsewhere: older than others which had
somehow gone to pieces when the rancher died or
went to the penitentiary under the stigma of a
long sentence as a cattle thief. There were many
such, for the Sawtooth, powerful and stern
against outlawry, tolerated no pilfering from
their thousands.

The less you have, the more careful you are of
your possessions. Hunter and Johnson owned
exactly a section and a half of land, and for a
mile and a half Quirt Creek was fenced upon
either side. They hired two men, cut what hav
they could from a fi(.'ld which they irrigated, fed
their cattle through the cold weather, watched
them zealously through the summer, and man-
aged to ship enough beef each fall to pay their
grocery bill and their men's wages and have a
balance sufficient to buy what clothos they


