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plscea by patchea of for«it knd, bat there are kftrdly mora Ur roea

thu will bo required for houM-log* and fenco-rail* when the ooiintr>

! Mttled. To the north of tbo trail the timber is bonviwr. Hny ooiild

be made nlnioet aaywhera In ordinary «e«M>na on the open prairie, but

this year lb* dry weather prevented growth. Old WiTes lake is about

one mile long and a third of a mile wi<'-, •rirrounded by a marsh where

a great quantity of good hay oan ^ de In the autumn. About two

miles south of the lake there Is » .uk spring known as CoU spring.

It gttshee from a small depr«s<ic . ad forms a shallow brook seven

feet wide a few yards from its source. The water U very cold, but

there is no trace of mineral either in the water or on the stones and

pebbles. The country between Old Wives lake and the river and

westward to Burnt river was examined later in the season, and was

found to b( of the same general character. A small area near Burnt

river is thickly strewn with boulden. The whole of this re .{ion is

underlain by the silt deecribed elsewhere.

Prom Old Wives Uke we turned north on July 9th to Bear lake. Besr Uk*

Trails over which wagons can be Uken run directly from "The Settle-

n>»nt " to both ends of Bear lake. This sheet of water is larger than

shown on the map, beinff at least eight miles in length and three or

four in wir h in plaoee. It is bordered by a fringe al ood on <he

south-east south-west sides and towards the north bj » solid forest.

Nrir the nr -east end of tiie lake the soil beoomee somewhat lighter,

but is % rich sandy loaw. From this point there k a well-travelled

(i-isn trail running north to the White-mut. river, and this trail ws^

foi .Wi»d. For more than a mile it runs along the shore of a muddy

bay, -nd then a little east of north for about three miles, when Bear

crejk, the (Jischarge of the lake, is crossed. For the greater part of

this distance the country was covered with bruU (spruce and pojdar)

and small spots of muskeg. The creek is crossed by a good bridge.

Tr •veiling about three miles further in the same direction, the creek

is again tou-thed, where it turns more to the east. It ie from ten

to fifteen feet wide and three deep, with a sluggish current. For

the next six miles to our camp (July 10-11) the country was slightly

rolling, with aspen and willow on the higher land and spruce and some

tomarack and balsam-poplar on the low ground. The e were a few


