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ing great pretensions of fatherly kindness and 
religion, set himself to defeat their title. By 
falsifying the facts, he managed to obtain a snap 
judgment against their guardian in favor of 
himself, but feeling his tenure insecure, sold the 
mansion and farm in Troy, and persuaded his 
wife to move to the property in Lacolle, just on 
the frontier line. It was only after his death in 
1849, that the widow and orphans discovered 
his fraud, and that he had obtained the placing 
of the entire property in his own name in order 
to possess it. There followed a furious family 
quarrel between the Schuyler and Hoyle heirs, 
in which the old lady took the side of the former, 
and in fact sued her Hoyle sons to right the in­
jury. At her death in 1851, she refused to be 
buried beside Hoyle and stipulated in her will 
that she be taken back to Troy and interred with 
her first husband, and that the burial lot be sur­
rounded with stone posts, each carrying the 
name “Schuyler”. Henry Hoyle had previous­
ly possessed from 1816, the actual land on which 
the Manorhouse is built. After their arrival in 
1825, he employed the fortune of which he had 
thus obtained control, and regarding which he 
represented himself to his wife as only acting for 
her, in adding to this land and in many invest­
ments along a wide range of the border coun-


