
WHY THE WAR MUST GO ON.

oiiy must ItI low (Idts the war slat. 'I ? II(»u

<^f') on ;

Ivvny soldier who liwiils at ihr front, vvvr\

civilian who waits at honn . tvi-ry neutral ohscrvir,

i'wn, all the world ovc;-, h.is the rinht. at ea» h stage

in the war, to ask himself that (|uestioii.

1 o ask it is not nenssarily to show a wiakenini,r

of determination, an uncertainty of aim, or doubt
as to the final issui'. Simply, it means that, every
now and then, watchers and lit^hters, sufferers and
workers, desire t(» take a bird's eve view of the

situation; to ivstimate the chances; to judye how-

far we may be upon the lon^- road leading towards
light.

Why, then, dens ihe war go on?
Because there is r.s yet no common basis for dis-

ci, sion. Because, to lead to such basis of discus-

sion, the sincere will does not exist in our enemy.
Because his "will fo pence" is not a will to any
peace wr can accept.

Let us not be misunderstood. The Kaiser has
"offered" oeace. He has spoken of a .settlement.

But he speaks only througii the voice of a Govern-
ment that has never yet sjxiken but to deceive. His
peace offer is a signal and svr ;>tom of distress

within Germany, not a solid basis for a discussion
of peace terms.

Germany, we say, desires peace. She has told

us so much in her own arrogant manner. Her Prus-
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