Slow and limited unfolding

No need to know

KAL disaster and the Soviet press

by Larry Black

In-an address to the Ninth All-Russian Congress of
iets in December, 1921, V.1. Lenin cautioned a cheering
ience that the first lesson which must be learned by
ry Soviet worker and peasant was “to be on the alert

dilem .Remember that we are surrounded by people,
of nud la ses, governments who openly express the utmost
red of us. We are always a hair’s breadth away from
asion.” One can understand Lenin’s position at the end
021. His new state was then at peace, but only after the
ssians had suffered seven years of invasion by Germans,
ep A %golution -civil war, foreign intervention — in which
vhy IgErench, British, Canadian, American, Italian and Jap-
se forces actlvely sought the downfall of the Bolshevik
ernment — and war with the new state of Poland. Less

drei Grechko then minister of defence and member of
Politburo. Grechko prefaced his citation from Lenin
h a comment to the effect that international diplomacy

irclement” on the part of Britain, France and the
ited States, who purposely directed German military

In fact, Grechko’s message expressed a principle of
iet 1deology which has remained sacrosanct since

edatory” and that the United States is the leading impe-

ist power, against which the USSR must always be

) USSRP pared to defend itself. This theme re-appeared in the
4 Soviet media after a lapse between 1941 and 1945 and has
larenaheen present in varying degrees of intensity ever since. Ina
) ezhnev address to the Twenty-fourth Party Congress in
ties of 1971, the General- -Secretary of the CPSU referred to the
mutablhty” of imperialism’s “reactionary and aggres-

Sive nature.” Ten years later, at the Twenty-sixth Party
Cangress, Brezhnev (by then also Chairman of the Pre-
sidium of the Soviet government) spoke once again of the
-dggressive designs of imperialism,” and insisted that the
erican government was planning a nuclear war to jus-

lts aggressive plans. Brezhnev said also that Wash-

ton was manufacturing and spreading falsehoods about

d so-called “Soviet threat.” He summed up his remarks on

;f ‘elgn affairs by calling for the continuation of the policy

| ‘peaceful coexistence,” which he attributed to Lenin,

from the Soviet side. In short, reference to Lenin still
predominated as justification for policy — and admoni-
tions about external dangers still served as a means to keep
Soviet listeners alert.

Enter KAL :

Soviet press reaction to the KAL (Korean Air Lines)
affair illustrates very well the continuity in Soviet views of
the West. Although there was confusion in Soviet reporting
of the matter to its own public, and not a few contradic-
tions, both Pravda and Izvestiia, the two most widely-
distributed organs in the USSR, still relied upon traditional
themes to explain the situation to their readers. In these

‘/ ravdi g ?3 cases, traditional tenets

Goobigenne TACE,~ | forms: the “incident

forms: the “incident”
B noup ¢ 31 asrycra Ha 1 cen-

was merely another in a
TAGpA ¢. I. camMoNeT HeyCTAaHOBIEH-

HOH MPUHALIEHHOCTH CO CTOPOHBI
Tuxoro oxkeana BoIed B BO3OYIN-
HOe  npocTpaHcTBO — COBETCKOro
Coio3a Hag monyoctpoBoM Kamuat-
Ka, 3aTeM BTOPMYHO HApPYIUUI BO3-
oyliroe mpocrpanctso CCCP nap
0. Caxamun. Tlpu 3TOM caMoneT Je-
Tenl Ge3 a3pOHABMTAUMOHHBIX OF-
HeH, HA 3anpochl HE OTBEYad M B
CBfA3b ¢ PagMOOMCHETYEPCKON CITYIK-
Goit He BCTYmanm.

TloguATeIe HABCTPEYY CaMOIETy-
Hapymutemo  uctpebureny 11BO
TbITAMNCH OKA3aTh NOMOIIL B Bbl-
BOje ero Ha Gmxaiinit a3pompoMm.
Oprako caMonmeT-HapyliuTeab Ha
TiogaBaeMbie CHIHANBI ¥ APedympe-
MIEHHA COBETCKUX HcTpebuTeneit
HE pearupoBaj 4 MPONOIDHAN NOJIET
B cTopoHy fINOHCKOrO MODA.

Actual size of first news item.
Pravda (September 2, 1983)

never-ending series of
imperialist provoca-
tions; the plane was a
spy plane trying to lo-
cate and test Soviet de-
fence capabilities on its

.sacred and inviolable

borders; and, above all,

. the capitalist enemies

of the USSR were lying
about the affair to their
own people so as fur-
ther to spread anti-So-
vietism. Although news
of the KAL tragedy of
the night of Wednes-
day/Thursday August
31/September 1 was re-
ported in the Western

press almost imme-
diately, the first
reference to it in Soviet newspapers did not occur until
Friday, September 2. In a very brief, lower mid-page 5
notice, it was reported in Pravda that “an airplane” of
“unestablished identity” violated Soviet airspace twice,
“was flying without aerial navigation lights, failed to re-
spond to inquiries” and — after apparently refusing “as-
sistance” from Soviet fighter escorts — finally flew off
“towards the Sea of Japan.” The same notice appeared the
next day in Izvestiia. Since Pravda is the organ of the

page 5 (of the usual six pages).
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