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e surprising feature of exports and imports over
twor_décades;irsi\thefpersistvence with which we
g to the western world in general and the for-

so-called ‘invisible factors such as shipping, banking,

el, and consulting services. When some countries .

chieve a surplus in merchandise exports and im-
ports, it is wiped out by debits on the invisibles pay-
‘ments. Therefore, external public debt has continued
to pile up while international reserves have declined.

Tt is clear that performance over the past two dec-
des has not been satisfactory either for Africans or for
heir trading partners. The picture, however, while not
encouraging is far from being dismal. To ensure a more
satisfactory performance in the years ahead, we must
‘examine those specific factors which have been respon-
sible for recent trends, ¢ HelE ’
- Since agriculture and food constitutes the ldargest
ector of most African economies, niot only in terms of

 Internatic
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. farming within semi-arid tropics

 soil and the related methods of cul
vation) remains to be solved. Tt is true that resear
and. developmient - constituted “the foundation of t
“Green Revolution”, But it is also true that for suchr
search and development to be useful, it has to be “ar
specific’. Whatever else we may say, tropical agric
ture is circumscribed by ecology. G

_Crop damagé a

The Brandt report stated that “most African cou
tries, but especially the Sahel zone (as well as Suda

- Ethiopia, Somalia and Tanzania), have much of the
pics where vapotranspirs

tion is exceedingly high and rainfall ¢
percent from year to year. . -Without irrigation an
water management, they are afflicted by “droughts

| * floods, soil erosion and creeping deserts, which redud
the long-term. fertility of the land. Disasters such #

drought intensify the malnutrition and ‘ill-health

their people and they are all affected by endemic dis

eases which undermine their vitality”. _
Similarly, “farmers’ crops-are in constant dangert

to thousands of species that are hostile to the ende
ours of farmers...” said Theodore W. Schultz in hil
1980 Nobel lecture.- The -generally backward technol|
ogy of cultivation can also be attributed to the high ir
cidence of diseases (especially trypanosomiasis) thal
kill draft animals; the poor soils and scanty and uncer-f
tain rainfall that have discouraged land-intensive, s
-tled agriculture in many parts of the region and probf
lems of irrigation stated a 1978 World Bank report. |
Finally, Andrew M. Kamarck, in the 1979 FAOr
view, concluded that “the proper contrast is not ‘North f
South’ but ‘rich temperate zone-poor tropics’ ... There §
fusal to recognize the different conditions faced by
_countries. in the tropics, first by the colonial -powers &




