
See it twice, see it twice:

Jacob Two-Two is fun, fun » a
-V

m
Leora Alsenberg
“Child Power" is the message of 
Jacob Two-Two, but it Is also the 
medium. Nine year-old Torquil 
Campbell's performance (as 
Jacob) has enough power to light 
up the stage.

Young Peoples’ Theatre's 
latest production, adapted from 
Mordechai Richler’s Jacob Two- 
Two Meets the Hooded Fang, is 
a mixture of quotidian truth and 
musical fantasy. The end result 
is a triumphant celebration of 
kiddledom.

Jacob is frustrated because no 
one pays attention to anyone 
who's only "two plus two plus 
two" years old. His habit of 
saying everything twice, 
developed out of necessity, gets 
him into trouble with "big 
people". And big people, at least 
those who exist in Jacob's 
imagination, know what to do 
with the “little creeps" who 
forget to put down the toilet seat.

Campbell poignantly captures 
the essence of what it means to 
be a child in an adult world. 
Jacob Two-Two's plight as a 
social outcast is shared by 
lawyer Louis Loser (hilariously 
played by Les Carlson), as well as 
by a throng of youngsters who 
have been sentenced to 
Imprisonment on Sllmer's Isle. 
In Children's Prison, cold 
showers, nightmares and 
ironies abound.

Ironies, such as the fact that 
the heinous Hooded Fang 
(George Buza) is really a 
warmhearted wrestler. Or the 
discovery that the kids can 
outwit even the most Machia
vellian villain. The grown-ups do 
not escape unnoticed. That is 
the point to Child Power, kids 
win out over the unfair adult 
world.

The songs in this musical 
adaptation are enjoyable, even 
though a few of the voices could 
not soar above the orchestra. A

problem that seems inherent to 
YPT. The dialogue is crisp and 
unpretentious, rarely crossing 
the fine line between sugar and 
schmaltz.

Eight year-old Eric identified 
with the protagonist and 
declared Child Power to be “a x 
very good idea". Theatre buff i 
Ryan. 4, liked the scary scenery & 
and special effects, noting that it 9| 
"was the best movie (play) I ever 6 
saw." ,1

Jacob Two-Two reminds 
adults that many of us are guilty 
of overlooking the awesome 
potential of children. Jacob Two- 
Two, the "little kid", reminds his 
peers that with a little self
esteem they can rise to the 
heights of super-heroes.

YPT's Jacob Two-Two is 
scheduled to run until January 
24. Admission is $9.00 for 
adults, $5.00 for students and " 
senior^.

In his words: "Don’t miss it. 
don’t miss it."
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No ldd gloves for Jacob Two-Two. The play, starring 
Torquil Campbell, is currently running at the YPT.

CAREER FILM

Empire Life 
Insurance When you want great taste spell it out
Ross S105 
3:00 p.m.

Thursday, January 21

THE COUNSELLING
AND

DEVELOPMENT
CENTRE

offers GROUPS
• Assertive Training
• Relations Group
• Speaking Out In Class
• Relaxation/Yoga
• Dance/Movement
• SCAMP - Self Management

Information can be obtained 
in Room 145, B.S.B. or phone 
Charlene Denzel - 667-2304
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or
Rosemary Clewes - 667-3213

tiWE CAN HELP YOU 
PREPARE FOR:
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Of TORONÎO I TO

The test preparation 
specialist since 1938
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Call Days, Eves. 81 Weekends Canada’s most respected 8 year old whisky.967 4733
720 Spadina Ave. Suite 410 

Toronto, Ont. M5S 2T9
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