Hoffman vs. Rubin
Yippie vs. Yuppie

By JOAN SULLIVAN

“YOU MAY REMEMBER ME. |
used to be the cause of arguments
around the dinner table. Fights
when my name  was

mentioned. Then, one dav 1

started

shaved off my beard and no one
recognized me. That's why Iearry
this — an American Express card.

“That's a joke—sort of.’

Jerry Rubin, author of Do It,
co-founder of the Youth
International Party (Yippies), a
mentor behind guerilla theatre
against the establishment, spoke
to astanding-room only andience
at  Dalhousie's McInnes
wearing a suit and te, drinking
Perrigr water. He's gone from a
radical’s radical to a political
Brookeshields, and his message
is—look after vourself, make
money and stay away from drugs.

room

Rubin is debating Abbie
Hoffman in “Yippie versus
Yuppie". They glance at each

other from their separate sides ol
the stage. Although they say
many times during the debate
that they respect each other, then
elances seem to say—there but for
the grace of God go I

Holfman corduroys, a
sweater, and an open shirt, and
drank plain water from a jug.
The first thing he does is hold up
some tags he tore from his hotel
room furniture—the ones that
say, Do Not Remove Under
Penalty of Law

Rubin opens with a definition
of Yippies and Yuppies.

“If you hear the initials IRA
and vyou think ol the Irish
Republican Army, then vou're a
Yippie. If vou think of an
Individual Retirement Account,
then you're a Yuppie.”

The baby boomers have settled
into the establishment. They're
sell reliant, interested in social
issues, and confident they can

wore

change the system [rom within,
said Rubin,

“In  the next presidential
election, or the one after that, a
Yuppie president will be
elected.”” Yuppie-oriented
politicians will be in power until
the third decade of the 21st
century.

“We haven't
taking over.”” Rubin said.

He called the baby boomers “a

sold our, we're

eeneration of achievers™ who had
discovered that “It's OK to have
nice things. It's OK to have
money."”

“Capitalism with a con-
science’ 1s the motto for the "80s,
and this means an informational
sociely supporting an entrepre-
nurial explosion.

This slow, sensible approach
1o change 1s the geason behind the

Yuppie support ol Reagan,
Rubin said. Reagan would be
known as “the President of
peace’’ and Rubin predicted

Reagan would spend his next
term negotiating with the Soviets
for a Nuclear Arms Conuol

Lreaty.
T O R VS TP T

“Of course  Jerrv Rubin is
war—it would

screw up his career plans,” said

against nuclea

Hollman. In contrast to Rubin's
slick,
Hollman was [unny, vulgar and

pretty  presentation,
at one point started to undress on
stage

Notorious for the same reasons
as Rubin, Hollman hasn't
changed his ideas. politics o
appearance
Lately known as environmental

“since I was four’.

announces plans 1o be arested

twice in February.

He urged the audience 1o take a
wider view of the world, because
“Rubin’s world is as narrow as
his e

Change within is not
enough, "Agitation 1s necessary,”

from

Hoffman said, and he criticized
untversities today for

“hotbeds of social rest.”

being

Rubin’s plans for the politcal
future were
smacked of “‘social darwinism.”
Yuppies voted for Reagan for
financial reasons, and 1gnored
issues such as US intervention in
Central America, which
“parallels Vietnam."”

“Don’t be overeager to sell your

“exclusive' and

souls to capitalism.” People must
organize to confront governments
and corporations, not infiltrate
them in hopes of making small
changes.

People must stand together,

tinancialy i1ndependent,
Hoffman said he disagreed with
the label ““feminism™ as he felt 1t
separated people.
Hoffman took a
approach in gewing his message
When he expressed his
distrust of Reagan, he said he had
offered Reagan $10.000 for his
favorite charity, “even those son-
Reagan
could name every member of his

humorous

ACTOss.

of-a-bitch contras”, 1
cabinet.

“I haven't heard back from
him.”

But Hoffman's message was
not funny. People today lace
many dangers, and they should
not focus on their own comfort
He mentoned the Union Carbide
in India, and said that
such  an  acadent would not
happen in a white country.

He also called Canada “the
nuclear whore of the world' and

warned Canadians not to become

disaster

appeared willing to sell the whole
country to the highest American
bidder, he said.

Both Holfman and Rubin have
hope for the future, but then
changes and the
method of securing them are very

visions of

different.

“You can have 1t all,” Rubin
told the audience. Just look after
voursell, don't turn to drugs, and
trust those in power.

Holtlman's
new —power to the people. It is
the era of “designer brains,” he
said, so just try and keep a sense of
humour and build a broader
version of the world.

“Democracy is a progress in
motion. Go out and make
tomorrow  better today,”
said Hoffman,

message was nol

than

Joan Sullivan s the Atlantic

bureau chief for Canadian

activist Barry Freed, he's proud ol Hoffman said. While Rubin the 51st state of America. Prime  [Iniversity Press.
his police record—41 arrests, and! praised women for becoming Minister Brian Mulroney
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Looking for

CHEAP, FUN & EASY
you'll find it at

Spring Garden Place
5640 Spring Garden Road
Halifax, Nova Scotia, B&J 3M7
423-2202

Pasta’s, sauces, soups, salads, whole meal deals
Prices from $1.50/hungry student & up.
We supply PASTA BASHES at special rates

15% Student and Faculty discount
on our pastas for the month of January

Open 7 days a week.
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® 4 TRAVEL CUTS Going YourWay! @ 9|
LEARN A LANGUAGE... DI
LIVE A LANGUAGE... D)

\
? With Eurocentres...
learn...

FRENCH in Paris. Lausanne, |
Neuchatel and Amboise |
GERMAN in Cologne and Zurich
SPANISH in Barcelona and Madrid
ITALIAN in Florence |

Da
Halifax N

Courses offered at all levels throughout the year
Fora fr
| catio
Name

Address

brochure complete and mail this appli-
rm to your TRAVEL CUTS office

TRAVEL CUTS HALIFAX

Student Umon Building

Scotia B3H 4J;

902 424-2054

NEW MUSIC

DANCE

DON'T MISS IT!

ODEON BALLROOM

SCOTIA SQUARE, TRADE MART

2021 BRUNSWICK STREET

m INFO LINE (902) 423-8165
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