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This article originally yrinted in
the Argosy; Student Newspaper
from Mount Allison University.
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about for quite some time in the project's
early stages. Dozens of sirikes and protests
later, the official estimate jumped to $684
million, and thence to $720 million. The last is
the figure which saw the Conservatives
through the elections.

One December morning we woke to a new
number . . . $895 million. It amazes me how
something as big as $175 million can slip away
in one's sleep.

COMPARATIVE COSTS

Everyone, | think, accepts that the final cost
will be substantially in excess of a billion
dollars. The higher it goes, the longer it will
take for power from Point Lepreau to become
cost-competitive with that generated by oll.
Assuming a capital cost of $1 billion, a 4
percent yearly increase in the price of oil, and
a 7 percent rate of increase In the price of

uraniuvm (the rate written intoc the recent
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alone in that. De-commissioning will be more
expensive than the nuclear cowboys like to

think. $100 million U.S. dollars is the
assumption current among American opera-
tors.

The problem of nuclear wastes calls to mind
the sea urchin - it's thorny and | wish it would
go away. But the evidence is spooky. | shall
expatiate upon that problem in an article to
follow.

SPEAK OUT

Democratic governments are not insensitive
to public opinion; in our time we hove seen
people’s sense of rightandwrong rise up and
remove a president of the United States.
Rather it is the case that our governments are
capable of decisive action only when they feel
themselves in accord with the wishes of the
people.

A sentiment of public opposition to nuclear
power has been visible in New Brunswick,
centred about the Coalition. Last year Jimmy
Carter, perhaps anticipating the mounting

- protest against the death-wish technology,

ordered a cutback in second-generation
(breeder) reactor development.

Those who speak against CANDU are, in the
main, well-informed and thoughtful folks,
people who like life unhurried, face-to-face.
One anti-nuclear group which has sprung up
calls itself CANTDU. Their's Is the voice of
tradition. Life without ulcers.

SAFETY

The safety aspect is disquieting.

The nuclear industry rightly claims a record
second to none in terms of ordinary industrial
accidents. The hazard is extraordinary and so
are the safety measures, though it is true that
Morton Schulman walked virtually unmolest-
ed into the spent fuel bays of the plant at
Pickering, carrying a briefcase. His point was
to demonstrate how easily a terrorist or
lunatic could import explosives into the area.

Men have died within minutes of exposure
to a fission reaction, which occurs at
temperatures hitherto unknown on the
surface of earth. The industry doesn't iike to
talk cbout them. They lie lifeless in lead-lined
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Thermally generated elect icity wastes
two-thirds of its primary energy input, lost as

heat into the housings of boilers, pouring
through smokestacks into the a tmosphere and
through drains into our rivers and bays. It is
high-grade energy, best suited to tasks which
require its excellent thermodynamic quality
lighting, electronics, motive driv, some
metallurgy, and a few other applications.
To send it tens or hundreds of miles through
transmission lines, with attendant resistance

losses, and re-convert it to low-grade heat is

simply stupid. Space and water heating needs
are best met by solar-wise building, assisted as
necessary by the burning of a fuel wherever
the heat is needed. Since we live not in
Venezuela but in New Brunswick, the fuel
ought to be a wood product - a dry firewood,
wood chips or pellets, or methanol.

Fish don't wear sneakers, and the NBEPC has
no place in the advertising business. No cone is
permitted to compete with them for ou:
electricity dollars. The task and mandate of
the commission is to ensure that electricity is
available when people need it, not to create o
demand which otherwise would not exist (thus
enforcing our dependence on imported oil).

The object of our existence is not to
squander as ‘nuch energy as we can: it is
something much deeper, more lasting, and

ltogether more honest. Electricity is a
miraculous tool. It is a task worthy of the
minds of coming generations to learn to use it
wisely.

EPILOGUE

Nuclear power is at best a sto
t

acclaimed birth of the 'peacefu
was then an insurmountable problem is still
unsurmounted. Radiation kills.
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