Eolitics. Politics are the way we try to improve society; it is the
ighest cause that most of us will advocate. The vast majority of
eople, however, are trying to change the world without having
earned anything about it.

Short-sighted understanding leads to the squinted
ideological analysis that characterizes the opinions commonly
expressed in newspapers. People react and rail against ideas or
accept them according to the simplified theories of intellectual
charlatans.

Furthermore, the work of genuine thinkers is often
cheapened by those who follow, like a many faceted peg that is
passed from hand to hand until it is smooth and round. Of course
it still fits in the hole but it now rattles and rolls loose.

To keep the intregrity of old ideas and to create worthy
successors we need to keep learning about ourselves.
Newspapers claim that their purpose is not to educate. People
can go read books.

True enough (although most people do not go to the library
because they don’t know where to start) but it indicates the low
pricrity newspapers place on deeper thought. Newspapersin
our time do a lot more than present the events of the day. They
entertain us, teach us to cook, help us find goods and services;
they have become a grab bag of every day life. That education
holds such a small place in our newspapers and our lives is to our
discredit. It beggars the concern for politics that overwhelms it.

Note

At a press conference Monday, Universiade president Ed
Zemerausaid the U of A Board of Governors would “badger” the
federal government for extra funding for the University Games.'|
find that hard to believe. .Certainly whenever the B of G have
asked the provincial government for more money they have
acted like a smaller, more timid animal.

Kent Blinston

The miracle of ciemocracy

Démocracy substitutes election by the incomipetent many
for appointment by the corrupt few. :
George Bernard Shaw

A murky business

Philosophy: A filter turned upside down, where what goes in
clear comes out cloudy.
H.L. Mencken
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Nicaragua update

by John Sorenson

Last week’s invasion of Nicaragua by CIA-
backed Honduran troops represents an intensifica-
tion of a U.S. campaign to destabilize Nicaragua’s
Sandinista overnment. The destabilization
program has long been admitted to be a major aim
of the Reagan Administration which has im-
plemented an extensive CIA spy network
throughout Central America to this end. To date the
destabilization campaign has operated on the levels
of propad;anda, sabotage, and economic pressure
but the U.S. now seems committed to escalating its
offensive through a proxy war carried out by
Honduran troops.

Nicaragua has consistently sought to avoid such
hostilities. After the 1979 revolution which
overthrew the U.S.-supported Somoza dictatorship,
the Sandinistas attempted to maintain diplomatic
relations with the US. Citing a threat of Soviet
influence, the U.S. has rejected negotiations.
Reagan’s proof of Soviet activity in the area has been
met with scepticism from Congress and the press, in
scenes reminiscent of an unsuccessful propaganda
campaign in March 1982 which was designed to
demonstrate the flow of Soviet arms from Nicaragua
to El Salvador. The “star witness” in the Reagan
Administration’s case, Orlando Jose Tardencillas
Espinosa, a Nicaraguan captured in El Salvador,
discredited U.S. claims of Nicaraguan assistance to
the revolution by revealing that he had been
tortured and told what to say by the U.S. Embassy.
Even Newsweek magazine, hardly a Communist
propaganda organ, disputed Washington’s claims.

Intensified military  activity directed at
Nicaragua follows a prolonged propaganda effort by
the U.g. to discredit the Sandinistas. A major issue
has been the relocation of 8500 Miskito Indians.
While the press has taken little interest in atrocities
directed at Indian populations in areas such as
Guatemala, Brazil and Paraguay, where active
genocidal programs exist, allegations of human
rights violations by the Sandinistas were given wide
exposure. However, the Sandinistas maintain that
the Miskito were removed from their homes in
north-eastern Nicaragua to protect them from
attacks by Honduran counter-revolutionaries. The
Miskito were also the targets of a Honduran
pr%paganda campaign designed to exploit regional
and ethnicdivisionsand to convince the Miskito that
the Sandinistas planned to murder them. Another
reason for the relocation was the activities of
Steadman Fagoth Muller, a Miskito leader who is
allied with the Honduran forces.

While the press was quick to report on the
“brutalities” involved in the relocation there has
been far less coverage of the fact that the Sandinistas
are building houses, schools, and health facilities for
the Miskito and are attempting to make the Miskito
Advisory Councils, now SSper cent Miskito, totally
indigenous. Furthermore, advocates for Native
geop|es’ rights, such as the International Indian

reaty Council, the American Indian Movement,
and the World Council of Churches have visited the
relocation camps and found them much improved.
All of the agencies supported the Sandinista
relocation decision. OXFAM is currently working on
further improvements.

Another issue in the propaganda campaign
against Nicaragua has been censorship of the press,
despite the fact that political and press freedoms are

robably greater than at any other time in

icaragua’s history. La Prensa, the newspaper most
frequently censored, is the voice of large capital and
the articles censored are those designed to stir anti-
Sandinista agitation. For example, religious
“miracles” are cited to prove supernatural dis-
pleasure with government policy. Claudio Duran
(Canadian Forum, Aug./BZL has compared the
activities of La Prensa with those of El Mercurio, a
right-wing newspaper in Chile, which in the early

1970s associated the Allende government with
criminal violence and natural disasters in order to
create a climate of psychological anxiety and
promote anti-socialist feeling. la Prensa is also
closely associated with COSEP, a political party
formed by the former upper classes and the owners
of non-nationalized sectors of the economy. The
Sandinistas seek the co-operation of these sectors
and allow COSEP to participate in government even
though COSEP has consistently used La Prensa to
promote anti-Sandinista propaganda.

Economic pressure from the U.S. is another
factor in Reagan’s destabilization program. The
major cause of Nicaragua’s current economic crisis i
the $1.6 billion foreign debt left by the Somoza

overnment. Additional strains have been caused by
the flight of private capital in the hands of the
bourgeoisie who feared a loss of their personal
power. In actions similar to those taken before the
ClA engineered the overthrow of Allende in Chile in
1973, the U.S. has blocked loans from the World
Bank to Nicaragua. This blockade exists in spite of
the World Bank’s own report that the Sandinistas
have consistently met their payments on the debt
inherited from Somoza, that Sandinist economic
policies have been realistic and effective, and that
the private sector has been generously treated.

Despite the fact that the Sandinist government
has increased its credit to small farmers, resulting in
substantial agricultural improvements, that great
advances in health and education have been made,
and that the Sandinistas have continually attempted
to follow World Bank policies, pressure from the
U.S. has convinced the World Bank to decrease its
aid to Nicaragua. (South Magazine, Nov./82).

Multinationals have also participated in the
economic war against Nicaragua. Nicaragua recently
nationalized its banana plantations, agreeing to pay
$13 million in compensation to Standard Fruit in
return for technical assistance. $8 million had been

aid when Standard Fruit broke its contract and left

icaragua, ostensibly because of lack of profits,
although both markets and prices had increased in
1982. Banana companies in Central America have a
long history of corruption and Standard Fruit has
been accused of deliberately slowing production
before its illegal pull-out. The action of Standard
Fruit might have resulted in massive unemployment
and internal tension in Nicaragua but the Sandinistas
Fursued an independent marketing plan. Standard

ruit, United Brands, and Del Monte launched a
propaganda campaign, saying that Nicaraguan fruit
was inferior and chemically contaminated but
California wholesale firms found the fruit to be of
superior quality and paid $5 a box to Nicaragua while
the multinationals receive $3 a box (The Guardian
Jan. 19/83).

The policy of the U.S. and the multinationals has
been an attempt to crush what seems a viable social
revolution devoted to meeting the needs of the
majority of the Nicaraguan people. In 1979 the
Sandinist National Liberation Front overthrew the
43-year old Somoza dynasty. Supported by the U.S.,
the Somoza regime was characterized by extreme
cruelty and corruption. Amnesty International
recognized the last of the Somoza despots,
Anastasio Somoza Debayle (later murdered in
Paraguay by rival drug peddlers) as one of the
world’s worst human rights violators.

After the revolution the Sandinistas im-
plemented civil liberties. Capital punishment was
abolished and many of those who had aided Somoza
were allowed to leave the country. Freedom of the

ress and political rights were established. Forced
abour was abolished, working conditions im-
proved, work hours reduced, and an hourly wage
replaced piece-work payments. The minimum wage
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was increased, rent and price controls introduced,
and there was a concentration on labour-intensive
pr((){iects such as the construction of roads, sidewalks,
and public parks in order to create employment.
Public loans were made to cooperatives, schools
were built, and there were improvements in
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