
CANADIAN- COURIIER.

(By Our Special Correspondent.)

Ottawa, March l5th.WHEN an irresistible force meets an imi-
movable object what bappens? Keep
your eyes on the Canadian Parlianient
these days and find out. The parties

bave locked horns in-a spectacular struggle which,
at the time of writing, seems te bave no possible
end, unless one or other of the contestants recedes
froin its position.

As a matter of fact there is littie chance of tither
pariiamentary machine breaking down. 0f course.

there is sonie physîcal
strain on the mem-
bers, but this is not
nearly se great as
niay be generally
imagined. On both
sides they work in re-
lays of "eigbt hours
on and sixteen off," a
typical union sche-
dule.

Leaving tht merits
or demerits of the
matter at issue out of
the question it is an
interesting battie be-
tween two v er y
capable young men,
botb cf wbom seem

*te have tht intricacy
of organizatien down
te a ýscience. They
are Chiief Whip John
Stanfield, cf tht Con-
servative membersbip,

F. F. PARME, M.P. and Chief Whip Fred
Liberai Whip. Pardet, cf tht Lib-

eral mem b er sb i p.
Leaders înay enunciate rival policies; oraters may
keep liansard going; miembers may chieer and sup-
Porltrs miay couinsel, but it is these twe yonng meni
-both in the early fortits-wbo, in tht final analysis
nst be responsible for victory or defeat emerging

from the dramatic dtadlock. Let tithier cf tbem
mliscue, malke a strategic blunder, or slip a ceg in
their organization and disaster must overtake bis
partv, Other men may discuss tht merits cf tht
issue; they are concerned with tbe technique of
tht contest. Other members miay fi11 their assigîl-
nients dutifully and then rtlinquish care with a
iight heart; they m-nst f ollow each rumeour, investi-
gate tvery feature, take counsel with advisers,

anat stain regulate procedure, give guidance in
dem iatio and asum responsibiiity for tht

one another without a rnoment's intermnission as î
regular as clockwork. On the Liberai side every- in

thing must be carefully planned out so that one sl

speaker shahl be ready to go on, a second ready to le

follow, and a third in waiting. The uine of attack
on every phase must be carefully prepared and the fi,

members who are to deal with thema must have

their speeches in hand. There must be no over- b
lapping, and, above ail, no contradiction, in the

steady flow of parliamentary argument. It must ti

have the excuse of relevancy, otherwise an astute f

opponent may rise to a point of order, and there w

must be absolutely no break in arrangements or
p rocedure. To balance these Lîberal necessities, c,

the Conservative Whip niust lbe sure that he always a
bas a majority on hand to prevent a Liberal success
in a strategic snap vote, the constant bogey of the
besieged majerity. Pardee may pick the battle-p
ground. le may make a bold frontal attack, or he
may unexpectedly carry out a sortie at night. Stan- h
field must aiways be prepared. lie does not know c
what bis opponent's plans may bie, but hie mnust con-

stantly be ready against any emergency. It is a a
game of parliamentary-chess. A good meve may

miean tremendous advantage; a false inove nmeans

certain defeat.
Fred Pardee is a lawyer and lives at Sarnia, On- t

tario. lie is a graduate of the University of To-

ronto and Osgoode Hall. In botb places he was a

famous athlete. In polities he bas already made bis t

mark and is destined to keep, a famous namne te thet
forefront of Liberalism. John Stanfield is a manu-

facturer of underwear and regides at Truro, Nova

Scotia. lis friends cali hilm "Unsbrinkable John,"

parapbrasing the advertisemetits of bis wares. And

the twe are warm friends.
Tbe struggle is one in wbich the participants are

well matcbed. Borden bas the big battalions;

Laurier bas the strategy. Liberais must do tht
speaking and tbe
cheering; but Cen-
servatives bave the
trying part of wait-
i ng, waititig, in
wearisoe inaction.
Both sides prof ess
to be equally confi-
dent as to the ont-
corne. Both sides
a r e uindotubtedly
equaliy determined.

Meantime tht
whole of the inter-
nai economy cf the
Parliament Build-
ings bas been cein-

p pletely reorganized.
T b e morning of
Monday and the
evening of Saturday
prescribe one parlia-
mentary day. Pages,
messeilgers, repor-
ters, caterers and

JOHN STANFIELD, M.P. sessional belp cf al
Cosrvv Wip. kinds work in relays

or shifts, and know

Ene day or nigbt. 'fht fiag files continuouisly f rom
tht tewer.

1THERV lias been comparatively little humourT throughout aIl the long heurs cf debate. It
,t as been, as a whole, intensely sericus and earnest.

s '1'here have been, however, a few occasions whn
laughter relieved the situation. Mr. Charles Wil-

~rson, the bilingialirniber for LavaI, was responsibie
~'for ont of these. "I hope the Chairmnan will excuse
ame," said he, "if 1 speak twe languages at once,"

r apolegizing fer a speech which alternated between
t Englishi and French.

b. "I amn quoting from the Meese Jaw Times, an
evening paper which cornes eut every evening," said

e Mr. W. E. Knowles, cf Meese Jaw, and the lieuse
V roared.

d Mt. G. H. Boivin, the young Frencli-Canadian
n nieniber for -Shefford, was respensible for a bright
e sally which tired representatives much enjoyed. "I
d venture te guess," lie exclaimed, speaking ln Engiish,

iat the Goveriumient is afraid to go to the people
the present timie.'ý
"It's a wild guiess,e' put in Mr. H. H-. Stevens, the
onservative men ber for Vancouver.
"Quite so, a w ise guess,' wilfuilly îniisquoted the

lang Frencliiianl, and ainid inuch laughter the Van-

uver mani had to rise and speli bis interruption be-

re the French-Canadian w ould permnit him-self to
nderstand.

NE of the humourous incidents which occurred
during the first long week's vigil, and escaped

eneral notice, happened when a nmeniber whose seat

înîmediately below the Press Gallery xvas speak-

g. One of tbe Lîberal newspaper men 4'on nîght

îift" and anxious to take a few moments furlough,
ale(i over and asked the speaker:
"How much longer are you going to hold the

oor?
Without apparently noticing the query, the mnem-

er continued bis speech thusly :
"Once more 1 say, Mr. Chairmnan. that whatever

ie people of Canada do (I intend to give those

ellows opposite Hail Columbia for another hour)-

'hatever we do, Sir, we should do voluntarilv."
The weary correspondent in the Press Gallery

aught the answer thus sandwiched in;* and asked
nother question:
"Who is going to foliow you?"

"Won this side of the House, conceive our Em-

ire as a giorions partnership of seif-governing,

elf-respecting, self-reliant nations-(no, you'l

Lave to get in touch with Fred Pardee)-not as a

ollection of contributary and tithe-paying colonies!'
Even the alert Hansard man did not catch the

tnswers, although he looked rather mystified.

rHE trials and tribulations of Hansard have been

A.many. Towards the latter part of the pro-

racted sitting the force of officiai skilled steno-

rraphers was augmnented, but for soi-e days and

nights at the beginning of the siege weary record-,

akers were on duty for twenty-four hours at a time,

natching occasional'winks of sleep on lounges and

chairs. As a resuit several :amusing mistakes

occurred in the off iciai record. Dr. Michael Clark,

the prominent free-trader from Red Deerý, in the

course of his speech quoted a statement "by

Cobden." Hansard the next rnorning gravely as-

sured its readers that the eloquent Britisher bad

quoted approvingly a free trade statement "by Cocb-

ranle." Again one mnorning the officiai record

calmly credited a part of the speech of lion. Dr.

Pugsley to his f ellow New Brunswicker and poli-

tical opponent, lion. Mr. liazen, and the Minister
of Marine was represented for a paragraph or s0

as urging reasons against the naval policy which
cornes under the jurisdiction of bis own department.
The newspaper mnen, who have, like liansard, been
on duty twenty-four hours in every day, working in

relays, have aIse been respensibie for some amusing,
blunders. "Why substitute- Canadian dollars foi

Canadian daring?" asked Chief Liberal Whip F. F.

Pardee, in the course of bis appeal for the establisb-
ment of a Canadian navy. And a Vancouver paper

puhlished it: "Wby substitute Canadian dollars for
Canadian darlings ?" %«9

QTAiLLY illumilating was the black-typed,E six-column heading on one of the ttw
newspapers,' which read: "Day and Nigbt Cease-
lessly Since Menday the lieuse of Commons lias
Been Setting." But perhiaps the j ournalistic refer-
ence whicb bas occasioned more comment than any
ether was that of a staid, sane, Montreal paper
which graveiy informed its readers that "'Mr. Bor-
den spoke with an eloquence which sprang f roma
his deep-seated conviction of the grave pass we
have reacbed. basing bis proposais upon thie signifi-
canit miemorandum wbich the Almighty, had pre-
pared at bis requtst.»

A LL is grist that crnes to the mill of the Liberai
1~parliamentariail these days of continuons

speech-making. Dr. Michael Clark, was a guest at
a private dinner one evening, and the perpetual
subject of "thie eniergency" came up for discussion.
The epigrammiatic Red Deer mani was sitting next
to a young lady during the discussion,. ciring the
course of whvich one of the guests quoted in support
of bis contention the ancient proverb: "Si vis
pactm pare belînin.»

"Well, if 1 wanted peace 1 woidni't get things
ready te fight with," observed the ycung lady. "I'd

prepare for peace."
The Doctor said notbiýng, but the yoting lady,

sitting next day in the Speaker's Gallery of the

liouse of Commens, was surprised to hear himin 
an earnest excposition of hier theory, and a para-
p'hrasing of the quotatieft to "Si vis pacem pare
pacem." H. W. A


