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part in political controversies, though !
he is living retired. Sir Charles con-
ducted a wonderfully active campaign
in 1896, holding meetings far and
wide, and tiring out many of his ‘
younger associates.  But he had run
counter to a large element in his
party which was already gone to seed
in a political sense, and the rising
star of Liberalism, Sir Wilfrid Lauri-
er, took office on the 9th of July, 1896.

The Confederation which in 1867
consisted of only four Provinces, On-
tario, Quebec, New Brunswick, and
Nova Scotia, has sincc been increased

SIR WILFRED LAURIER.

Premier from July 9, 1896,

until_ nine sisters comprise the trans-
continental confederation. In 1870
the Northwest Territories were trans-
ferred to the Dominion from the Hud-
son's Bay Company, and in the same
year the Province of Manitoba en-
tered Confederation. British Colum-
bia came in in 1871, and Prince Ed-
ward Island in 1873. In 1905 Al-
berta and Saskatchewan were erected
into Provinces, with a large measure
of local government, as in the other
sister departments of Confederation.

It is not necessary to recite at any
great -length the recent remarkable
development of Canada. The trade of
Canada which in 1868 was $131,027,532,
kad by 1896 reached only $239,025,-
360, whereas in ten years later, in
1306 it had reached the enormous to-
tal of $546,947,437.

The population in 1871, the - firsk
census after Confederation was 3,485,-
761, and in 1901 it had reached 5,371,-
315. With an immigration of some-
where about 200,000 per year the

- population of Canada at the taking of

the next census in 1910 will be over
7,000,000. In 1868 there were only
2,269 miles of railway in operation.
In 1896 this had increased to 16,214
miles while at the present, viz. 1908
the total number of miles built is es-
timated at 23,000 miles.

Canada is rapidly forging ahead
and steadily making history. Nation-
al sentiment was never so high; evi-
dences of prosperity and progress
were never so numerous. It is only
a matter of years until Canada devel-
ops into a rich and powerful nation.

The bond of unity between Cana-
da and the Mother Country beyond
the seas was never stronger than
at present.

Canada is proud of the foremost
place she occupies as the eldest
daughter in the greatest empire the
world has ever known.

WHILE THE ROBIN SINGS.

The red breast warbles in the leafless branches,
The first shy sparrow tries his tender trills,

And May, her girdle full of pallid blossoms,
Trails slow her faint-green robes across the hills.

And we rejoice ; not with light words and laughter
We watch the soft relenting of the sky,
But with a touch of vague, unspoken heart-ache,
We say ‘“The spring has come’’—and smile —and sigh.

Yet we are glad. How s it that our gladness
Is thus sedate, and calm, and well controlled ?
Is it that joy no longer craves expression,
Or can 1t be that we are growing old ?

Have we so,changed? Are sense and spirit duller
Than when our happy hearts made louder mirth ?

Has it grown less, our fond and quick perception
Of all the lovely moods of sky and earth?

Once we exulted in the morning’s crimson,
The evening’s purple, and the sunset’s gold ;

And every gleam and cloud brought added rapture,
Ere we had thought or dreamed of growing old.

Yet still our grateful hearts leap up responsive
To the brave bluebird, laughing at the cold ;
Our eyes note every tint of sky and ocean—
It cannot be that we are growing old.

No—while our nearness tothe great All-mother
Preserves us humble, pure and tender-souled,
She gives us of her deathless youth and freshness,

And those who love her never can grow old.

The years may check or still our lighter laughter,
And hush our hearts with chidings manifold,

And spring may come and go, and find and leave us
Sobered, perhaps, but surely not grown old !

—Elizabeth Akers Allen.
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MissiNg WorD COMPETITION
$100 CASH PRIZE

‘“ All things are for a purpose, all should be

| used and enjoyed ; but all should be rightly used,
that they may be fully enjoyed. It is the
.............. life and development that is wanted
—physical, mental, spiritual.” »

The above blank space is for the missing word. Fill in the coupon
below with your guess and mail, accompanied by a booklet “ HOW
TO MAKE TEA; to be found in every package of Ridgway's Tea

—on sale at all grocers—to

ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT, RIDGWAYS, LTD.,
: VANCOUVER, B.C.

The editor of this paper has in his possession, in trust, a sealed
envelope containing the missing word.  This willbe opened on July 14th
next and the winner or winners’ names will be published in 1

on that date. , =
Should more than one guess the correct word the prize will be
divided equally. ; : : ’
COUPONS UNLIMITED so long &s each is accompanied by *
a booklet, “ HOW TO MAKE TEA,” found in every packet of

Ridgway’s famous teas.
Wiite legibly —plain paper will do—not necessarily on the attached
coupon. <
In case of dispute the decision of the editors of the * Province’ and
“ World” will be final.

No employee of Ridgway's Ltd., or any person connected with
this competition may enter.

ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT,
RIDGWAYS. LTD., VANCOUVER, B.C.

The missing wWordids | i iteviioitiibovausasisetine resdhess
INBIHE iy i i o g iVauncins ss v s4is s SN ERG ERVLF RiO TR PR h SR s Ny

Attach Booklet ‘* How to Make ‘Tea'' to this coupon,
The ‘‘ Western Home Monthly.”

This cut shows an up-to-date Barn Construction, 40 feet x 70 feet,
and the method of covering with Corrugated Sheets. The frame
work 1s light, as the corrugated sheets, when nailed in place, make
the building very rigid. This drawing is made from actual plans,
and the barn has been built many times with splendid resalts.

The saving of wood sheeting, as compared with the ordinary barn
construction, will cover the difference in cost between wooden
shingles and our ‘‘ Acorn Quality '’ Corrugated Galvanized Sheets.

This galvanized covering protects your building from lightning,
revents fires from the outside, is easily and cheaply applied, and
OUTLASTS A GENERATION.

Do not make a mistake and dput up an old style barn, when you

can secure a better and more durable construction for less money.

See the page of barn illustrations in our new catalogue, and write
for our book of testimonials with list of users.
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