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Rules for Transplanting lEvergreens
By Archibald Mitchell

IN THE first place the time totransplant evergreens is impor-
tant. You eau m-ove them in

Spring and about the middle of Aug-
usti. The best tine in the West is the
last week of May and the flrst week
in June, whîie iu the E-ast, earlier
transplanting is generally possible.
You will find Spruces easier bo trans-
plant than Fines, and the smalier the
trees are, the better. 'You can move
trees up 10 four feet or over, but
Vhey are safer aït two to three feet.
Select open grown trees wiVh plenty
of branches close Vo, the ground; close
grown treës have usually poor foliage
and ï i l diffleuit geting them with
good roo't systems.

The imnportant thiug lu transplant-
ing- evergreens 'les Vo keep the roots
from being exposed to the ligilit or
air and the logioal way to amcomplish
this is V-o lift the dirt ailong with the
roots iu a sol'ld bail. Your spade
should be sharp (a shovel is-best) so
that it. wiil eut Vhrough ail the roots
easily without jarring and loosening
the bail. Sharipen with a file if ne-
cessary.

Your pkint selected, tie the lower
branches u~p out of your way and
then wiiii your shovel dig a cirele
round the tree, driving the
biade down full, depth and slanted so
that thie point will be a few iuwhes
frein the axis undernealli the tree.
'When your circular eut la coinplete,
drive your kovel weil down here and
there in the ciricle 10 cut the tap root
aad at the saie time gently ease up
the hall and lift il riglit out. Two
mûen workirig opposite do this mueli
easier. and better than oue man aloine.
The eircî1esý vary lu dliameter with the

size of the tree, about 14 to16 inches
for trees 2 to 3 feet and about two
feet for trees four feet, a good deal
depending on the tenaeity of the soil,
for it îs f ar more iiniportanit to have
amall root with the bail of soul intact,
than a larger root with the dirt f ail-
inlg to -pieees. Laiy the bail andc tree
on its side on the ground and cut off
'the end of the ta~p root with a sharp
knife Vaking care no't to jar the soil.
Iýt la better to eut the tap root up
into the bail than to have it stilcking
out at the botîtoin. The bail shouki
be wroepped tight1y in a piece of bur-
lap to keep -it together in transit.
P1acing it loogeiy in a saek as is so
cflen done wiil not do, the packagce
musit be tight so that the earth has
no chance Vo fali off.
upriglit, fil in the soîl carefully unti]
the hole is aibout half full then tramnp
il flrm. This done, fil in- the balance
of the hole and tra=n flrmly again
leavîing a depression two or three
iuches deep on the surface. So. far,
we have said nothing about watering,
but now la the timie to water. Fi
this depression or basin vOith water,
leave it to sciak awýay, fill it aigaini,
and after à~ lias soaked away the
second turne, fil in the bain with
loose soil and the job is done. Leave
this soil loose.

A tree planted, in this way needs
no staking -and no branches should be
taken frein it, and aibove ail, do not
eut off the top of the tree, the poor
thing lias enough trýoufhle without
your compeiling il 10 make a new
leader.

For Summer wateriidg, a good soak-
ixg once a week wlll be plenty un-'
less in very dry weakther 'when it may
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bd~ doue twice. In Vhese cases, water
in the evenillg, raking balek the sur-
face soil two or three inches deep to
form a basin. Fi this twice wit~h
water as before, alluwixng it to goak
away, anld leaving the Jloose muleh
on the surface again by throWing the
riim of the basin bawk on to the sur-
etfae.

1f you can drive a good force of
water throug <h the fopliage 'several
tiemes during the Su!mmner your trees
~iil benefit greatly.
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