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facts have abundantly shewn. Of the Mexicans who
have "had an oppertunity of engaging in the “pursuits
of learning, which is buta small number, as the great-
est part of the people are always employed in the pub--
lic or privaté works, good mathematicians and architects.
have been known. ' . .
- The minds of the Mexicans are.affected by the same
vatiety of passions with thosc: of other nations,but not
in an equat degree. ‘They seldom. exhibit those trans--
ports of anger, or those frenzies of love, which are so
comson in other countries. They are slow but very - .
steady, and exhibit great proofs of perseverance.in warks
which require time asnd long attention. S h
~ Generosity and perfect disinterestedness are the. prin-
cipal features of their character. Gold with the Mexi-
cans has not that value which it enjogys. elsewbere..
They give without refuctance what has cost them the.
utmost labouf to acquire. AN g
Of the Marriages and Funeral Rz'tn'?ﬁ‘ the Mexicans. -
 When a son amives at the age capable of bearing
the charges of ﬂ‘\e x_;):arriage"sté\te,'a ‘suitable wife iS S
singled out for*him, but before the union can be con-

cluded om, the diviners are consulted, and gecording”
to their predictions, the match, is abandoned or phrsued: -
If they pregdict bappigess to: the couple, the young girl’
is demanded, of her parents by certain ‘women styled
golicitors; who. are. among, the most respectable amongst:
_ the kindred of the youth, The first time " that these
womea go. to.thehouse of the damsel, is fag_gx_i‘ﬂpigiif"
reying,wih them psenis and demanding Ber in tbe
most, humbla and, respectful. terms,  The first, demand
s, aluays refpeed. ‘The second is made, Wil various™
- arguments as to’ therank ‘and fortune of the youth; to
which, the parents, of the, young Woman gives 2 ‘mete
fasourable. answer. .The female solicitars return To
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