
tare to such an extent from the limits of jurisdiction originally proposed;
but more than this I should deem it impossible to yield.

Having thus put you in possession of the view which I take of the
case, it only remains for me to express my earnest hope, that if Mr.
Webster is really anxious to put an end to the dangerous state in which
the amicable relations of the two countriesare placed by -the present con-
dition of affairs with respect to this question, he will embrace the pro-
posal which I have suggested, since its adoption will leave to the State
of Maine no ground whatever for supposing that even their own preten-
sions have been abandoned. It is, indeed, according to my opinion, so
great a concession upon our part, that it is my duty to add that I would
by no means wish the proposal to be formally made, unless you have
reason to believe that it will meet with the assent of the American Secre-
tary of State; and if it is not likely to do so, I should recommend you
rather to adhere to the terms of the proposal which you have already
made, as stated in your draft note of the 17th of August, 1840, and
repeated in that of the 1lth of June last.

I have onlv further to remark that, in the event of the negotiation
proceeding, it w'ill be necessary to make provision in the second condition
for the passage of Her Majesty's troops between the provinces through
the Disputed Territory, and to except the maintenance and improvement
of the great line of communication between Canada and New Brunswick
from the prohibition relating to roads.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) SYDENHAM.

No. 34.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox.

(No. 29.)
Sir, Foreign Office, August 31, 1841.

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches, Nos. 7
and 75, of the 8th and Ilth instant, inclosing copies of your correspond-
ence with Lord Sydenham, and of the papers therein referred to, relative
to the present state of your negotiation with the Government of the
'United States, for regulating the provisional custody and occupation of
the Disputed Territory.

I have to state to you, in reply thereto, that Her Majesty's Govern-
ment concur in opinion with Lord Sydenham, that it would not be right
or safe to agree to any arrangement which should preclude Her Majesty's
troops from moving, if necessary, into that part of the valley of the St.
John which lies south of the river; but Her Majesty's Government are of
opinion, that it would be highly inexpedient to consent to an arrangement
by whieh United States' troops should be permitted, with the consent of
the British Government, to occupy any position in the valley of the St.
John. The agreement made between Sir John Harvey and General Scott
is perfectly clear, and is as fair as it is clear; and you are instructed to
adhere to that arrangement, which leaves the Americans in occupation of
the valley of the Aroostook, and the British in occupation of the valley of
the St. John. If this basis of arrangement were once agreed to, no diffi-
culty could be experienced in defining the boundary between those two
valleys sufficiently for the purpose.

I amn , &c.,
(Signed) PALMERSTON.


