
CHAPTER XXIV.

D'R. THEOPHILUS MACK.

A MONG the first to utilise the medicinal properties of St. Cath-
armnes minerai water was the eminent physician and surgeon Dr.

Theophilus Mack. Facing great difficulties, he commeuced and

established the present St. Catharines Hospital. This institution, for

half a century, lias proved a refuge for suffering humauity, a restorer

to lives of health, and years of usefulness to thousands. Its humble

beginung was an old frame building stili standing en the Western Hill,

Ieading te the Grand Trunk station. With a few devotedl helpers,

mostly women, ha commnencedl the work which bas made St. Cathariues
aud himself justly celèbrated in medical aunaie. The discovery of

auasthetics induced a visit to Scotlad to acqnaint himueif witb the

revOlution they produced in allevlating sufeériug while aldîng the

operations of surgical skill. Under bis magnetic influence Springbanc

and the Stephenson House were built for those benefited by bis medical

advice aud operations. The Fenian Raid in 18M1 will long ha ramera-

bered. Undar Dr. Mack's supervision the City Hall was prepared to

receive the wouuded from the disaster at Ridgeway, Jua 2, 1866.

Early on Sunday morning the wounded were borne through our streets.

Thera were no ambulances lu those days, but fraendly armes bore thera

frora the Welland station to the improvisedl hospital.
Improvements since those days are many. Old systems witb tbeir

prejudices have passed away. Dr. Mack lived to bc appreclated for the

work ha initiated. The hospital on Queenstosi Street received a visit

frorn the Marchionasa of Lorne, daughter of ur late beloved Queen

Victoria. The Princes was accompanied by ber brother, the Duke of

Albany. it was dnring the Duke of Argyle's administration as Gov-

eruor-General of Canada that Dr. Mack's Hospital was honored by

these royal visitors. His medical skill reelved appraciation froni the

profesion also.
When George Brown, the founder of the Toronsto GJlobe. fell by the

assassin*s hand, Dr. Mack was summoned to bis assistance These

ara somae of the minories thst ding to bis naine.
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