
MEN OF TFIC DAY. '28TII SCRIES.

JOSEPH MARMETTE

Maliv N-carsago, «Is was illy wotit, 1 Called tilion illy friend Oscar
Duiiii, i; 1 whose boon Coinpanionshil) 1 foulidso ilitich picasure during
tily short sojourn in Qticl)ec. 1 was scarcely scated wlien . visitoi-
entered, a man still yousi- in >-cars, lirown of cosillilc.-ioti, 1()%V-,;ized,
but ercet and well-biiilt."" Ilis eyc-s struck silo at once - - lie %vore
glasses, %vilicli %cenied less an aid to tlicir defectivc siglit thanasliade

to, temper tlicir brilliancy. They bespolze i kind, in-entious nature,
coupled with intellectual power and a briglit imagination.

'« ïNir. ýt.trniettc,"s.-tid Mr. Dunn to nie. 1 -tclztiowiedged the
introduction with niticli picasure. 1 liad «tire.tdl read the
(le Afornac and Franfois de Rienville, and lilev tlicir author hefore
my poor deccased host gave nie his name.

joseph Marniette %vas horn on tile 23rd OctOber, 1844, -Lt S-tint-
Tliom-.is-cle-Moiitm.tgiiy, issuccl tif the niarriage of Dr. J. 'Marmotte

with Aliss Éliza Taclié, d.ttj-,,-Iitur of Sir E. 1). Taclié. He studied
classies in the Sernitiary of Quelice, and followed i lav course at
Laval University for t1irec, years. Those best acquainted witli his

character were surprised to sec Iiiin ply so long .1 vocation so dry and
distasteful, and wlien at last lie tlircv aside, Potliier for a position in
the Provincial Trcasury, it was only %vlint everybody expecte(l. 71le

cliane, flowever, was like abaiidoning Charybdis for Scylla ; but in
Canada, as cisewliere, talent is seldoni rernunerated as it deserves.

In iS82, througli the influence of a friend, lie was appointed to
the more congenial post of agent of the Doininion Goverriment at
Paris. His stay there %vas of short duration ; lie loft for r- rance in
May, 1882, and returned home in Ntiveniber, 1883. C)f little account
was the promising welcome accorded Iiiiii in the French nietropolis,

or the practical, intelligent labours duit lie performed there-his carcer
of usefulness was cut short %vitliout previous %varning. Yet, thanks


