
DEATIU 0F MR. RUSKIN.

The announcement of the death (Jan. 20) of John Rus-
kin, the IlHigh-Priest of the Beautiful," brought with it
no acute sense of personai loss, owing to the fact that the
work of the great art critic and brilliant writer of Englisb
prose had many years ago ended, and that flot many, com-
paratively speaking, of the present generation had feit the
nlagic of bis incomparable literary style. Mr. Ruskin,
who was in his eighty-flrst year, died at his home
at Brantwood, Coniston, in the English Iake.country.
The loss which his death creates, thougb as we
have said flot acute, is nevertheless real, since few men of
bis time have exercised a more remarkable influience in the
sphere of art or have by their genius and fervor done more
than he to caîl men's minds to the inner beauties and
deeper meanings of natural phenomena and to the ethical
aspects of things oesthetic. Arnong laymen his power as
a moral teacher bas been great, for in ail his labors and
aims Mr. Ruskin set before himself a high, if somewhat
quixotic, ideal of life, and with great earnestness did
mucb flot only for the elevation of bis humbler fellow-
men, but for the development among ail classes of
sound artistic taste and the enriching and spiritualizing of
their daily life. His insight was great, though bais enthusi.
asm led him frequently into extravagances and to assump-
tions in regard to art, from which other and competeut
critics empbaticaily dissented. This habit of exaggeration
is especially true of him when he ieft the dornain of art,
into which youthfui entbusiasm first led him, for that
of social philosopby and ecolIomfics. Ruskin's ex-
cursions into the latter fields and the strange
jumbie of Cbristian communism to which, late in life, be
gave vebement expression, have detracted mucb from bis
early fame. In everything he wrote the Ruskinian spirit
comes strongiy out, colored with an amiable egotismn and
enforced by great assurance of conviction. The moral
purpose be biad in view, and the charm and elevated tone
.of bis writings, lead us at times to forget the wholiy ideal
state of society be sougbt to introduce, and we are won to
the man by the passion of bis noble enthusiasms.

G. MERCER ADAM.

THE UNIVERSITY 0F TORONTO CIIESS CLUB.

The club bas adopted the plan of handicap play to
advantage in bringing up new matertal. It is regretted,
however, that more beginners do flot avail tbemselves of
the opportunities offered by the club to develop their
powers in a game that may doubtiess give them consider.
able pleasure in years to corne. The results of the open
and handicap tournaments now in progress are as yet
un-obtainable.

The history of the club this year bas been made
notable by the successful formation of a Troronto Chess
League witb the Y.M.C.A. and the Athenaeum. In
years past matches have been played, but aiways as
between friendly clubs and for sake of the play, and not
the trophy as well as the play. In ail these matches
Varsity bas, the circumstances being considered, made a
very creditable showing. As the Varsity club is ever
gaining in power and experience, and as graduates are
continually being found who play weil and are pleased to'
represent their old Aima Mater, the near future will very
probably see tbem land the trophy. The resuits of the
matches (hitherto unpublished in THE VARSITY> are as
follows

FIRSI MATCH, DEC. 9TH, 1899, VARSITY VS. ATHENAEUm, 6-6.

N. S. Shenstone ........
R. G. Hunter...........
S. F. Shenstone.........
Prof. Mavor .............
R. R. Bradley...........
Mr. Morgan............
Prof. Hutton ...........
Mr. Burton .......... ..
F. E. Brown ...........
A. W. Keitb ...........
F. P. Clappison.........
Hodgson...............

1 Saunders ................ o
I Freeland ............. o
j Braithwaite ..........
o Boultbee.................r
i Bressee ................
o Eadis............ *''«*
o Muntz ..... *...... ....
o Taylor ......... ... .... Ii Adams .............
o Woods ....... ....

j Dr. Watson .......
i Butler .................. o

Chief of note was the win of N. S. Shenstone from
Saunders, who in '97 and '98 tied for the championship of
Canada, and that of R. G. Hunter from Freeland, who is
considered one of the best of Canadian players.

SECOND MATCH, JAN. 13TH, 1900, VARSITY VS. Y.M.C.A., 3-9-
N. S. Shenstone......... o
R.* G. Hunter............ i
S.* F. Shenstone ......... o
Beck..................... o
Prof. Mavor.............. o
Mr. Gibson ............. r
R. R. Bradley ........... o
Mr. Burton.............. o
F. E. Brown ........... o
A. W. Keith............ o
Cia ppison ................ i
Hodgson ................ o

Dr. Meyer..............
Branton................o
R. B. Howeli ..........
Davison.................
Simpson........ ....... i
Willans.......... ...... 0jA. Howell ........... 1

B. Powell ........... 1
Kaney ................. 1
Crompton ..............
Smnith . .................o0
J. Powell................1

3RD MATCH, JAN. 27TH, 1900, VARSITY VS. ATHENAFUM, 3-9.
R. G. Hunter ...... ..... j
N. S. Shenstone,........j
S. F. Shenstone ......... i
Mr. Beck............... o
R. R. Bradley ........... o
Prof. Hutton ........ .... o
Dr. Price Brown......... o
A. W. Keith.............o0
F. E. Brown .. .......... o
Ciappison................r
Hodgson ................ o
Gould.................... o

Taylor..................
Braithwajte..............
Muntz .................
Boultbee ............... 1
Freeland................1
Eddjs ............... ....
Blythe...................
Snelgrove ............. r
Hill .................
Dr. Watson ........... o 
Woods .............. ...
Amsden ................

The Globe of Jan. 29 th, 'oo, made special mention of
the games S. F. Shenstone vs. Muntz, Beck vs. Boultbee
and Freeland vs. Bradley.

4TH MATCH, FEB. I3TH, 1900, VARSITY VS. Y.M.C.A., 5+-6j
R. G. Hunter...........
N. S. Shenstone ........
S. F. Shenstone ........
Mr. Gibson.............
R. R. Bradley...........
F. E. Brown ...........
Mr. Bowers .............
Mr. Morgan .............
Clappison ..............
Hodgson................
Prof. Hutton ...........
Burton .................

Dr. Meyer .............. o0
Davison................o
Branton................. j
Willans................o
R. B. Howell............i
Sims ...................
Spencer.................
J. A. Howell............
Simpson.................o0
Kaney ..................
G. K. Powell............o0
Crompton....(default) i

It may safely be said that the Chess Club, aithough
iess prominent in student affairs than many other student
organizations, is nevertheless not less ambitious, and nobly
bears its burden in sustaining the University's prestige
abroad.'


