
c-f INDLE the.Yule Ores, sel. ringlng the ohimes
ý&Under the larolies or blossoiig limes,

tl1 nder bine tropical skies-or the gray
Doine of the north-brealcs the g)lad Chribtmas day:

Bell:, fram 3-our tait campaniles, ring clear-
Tell to the earth-"1 Merry C~hristmas Is bore."

Branches of holly and tmsels of pine,
C(sdar and laurel and mistietoe twine;
Ststely young lira tran the dim ferest bring,
FrAnges of palm fitm the groincd arches swing.
Wlaits, wAth your seraphie voices draw near-
Carol At tenut-"1 3erry Christamas la here."

Kindie the torches-laud carillons ring-
Hesrts ail aglow, ta the sitar, 0 bring:
Outpour the flagons of plenty, ta ease
Pitiless hunger and wssting disease;
llersld it-echo it-tbroughout the sphere-
"«Christmas, the wonid's b]ees&d feast-day, is hore!"

OUR CLUBBING LIST.

THE attention of our readers is particularly
drawn to our Clubbing List, containîng the leading
weeklies aud monthiiespublislied in Canada and the
United States. By subscribing for the ILLIUsTRATED

you ivili obtain these periodicals at greatly re-
duced prices and also save yourselves the trouble
of making two or more différent remittances te the
different publishers. We have not been able te

make tlbese favorable arrangements without con-
siderable trouble and expense, but if by thus belpi-
ing our patrons te obtain their periodicais at a
cheaper rate we ea conviace them that ire are ai-
ways desirious of prometing their intereats, me ivil
be more than satisfied. Now is the time te sub-
scribe and Nme fully expeet that a very large number
of our readers will avail theniselves of the favor-
able opportunity thus offered them. Regarding
the ILIXSTRATED ire misy say that it will be made
more and more entertaîning and instructivP and to
that end a séria] story by a ceiebi'ated author wil
bie published, commenoing in our next issue; aise
special contnibuted articles of great interest. Al
the departments wili be kept up te the high stand-
ard they have attained, and nothing wili ho ivaating
te maire the ILLUSTEATED the most popular Family
Magazine and the finest illustrated montbly pub-
iisbed in the Dominion.

c1le 4(WIt r:0tnîn0 to ati.

SîrNos the Mecting Of the General Conference in
Montreal lest September, the Methodist Blook and
Ptiblishing House, Toronto, makes another stride

forward in its popular periodîcals. A new paper
for young people, with the progressive name "6On-
ivard," an eight-page, %vell iliustrated wveekly, is
issucd at the low price of 60 cents a year, singly-
over 5 copie,4. 50 cents a year. It is edited by the
Rev. Dr. Withrow, whose Mnangement ùf the
31lhodist ilfarlazinc and Sunday-school, pericidicals
of the Methodist Churci lias been se successful.

TUE Manitoba Governiment issued a few days
ago its third crop bulletin, giving the resuit of tbe
lharveat. Tlie wheat yit Id was 14,669,769 bush-
els ; oats, 9, 513,433 ; barley, 2,069,415. The aver-
aire yield of wheat; per acre iras 20.1 bushels; of
oats, 41.3; 1'ariey, 31.1. Even with the grena
slirinkitge, caused by .frost and continuous wet irea-
ther, LI' e average yield per acre is far above the
Mnost favored states lu the neighboring republic,
while the qualit.y 18 greatly superior. There is ne
doubt tijat, with the improvernents in farming and
farining machinery noir being made, a few years
will see our North-West the great irbeat growing
centre of this continent.

THP, British farmner delegates have fulfilled. thçir
mission to this country. Ample opportunities
irere afforded them of gatherinig sucl iInformation as
would enable them to thorotughly enlighten their
felloi-couintiîymeii regarding the vast rekources
and cipabilities cf the Dominion for industrious
settlers. At a dinner given the delegates by the
mayor and citizens of Ottawra on tlîe eve of their
departure' for home, they ail spoke enthusiastically
(-f the great pleasure they hail derived frcm their
visit, and ivere unstinted in t1beir praise of our
country. There is not the slighitest doubt but that
the visit of these representative men will hm pro.
ductive of inuch good, and will mai erîally help te
dispel the faIme impressions which most people in
the old country unfortunately have regarding Our cli.
mate and resources. Wrhile ini Toronto the dele-
gates visited the establishment of the Massey
Manufacturing Co., and after a thorough inspection
of tbe various departments, they expressedl their
surprise and astonishment at the immense propor-
tiens of the works, and the great pleasure they had
e.xperienced in their visit.

HoN. GEORGE E. FOSTER, Minister of Finance,
is now in the W~est ladies, negotiating for recip-
rocal trade wîth the various Islands. This will
--pen at least one new market for our agricultural
produce and manufactures. The British West
ladies takre front the United States $16,000,000
worth of produce aninuslly, their principal plir-
chases beinig: aninalp, $307,000; bread and bis-
cuits, $297,000; corn and cornmeal, $489,000;
onts, $60.000; wheat and foeur, $2,084,000; car-
niages, $79,000; chemicals and drugs, $82,000;

fisb, $96,00; hay, $29,0Q; beef, $200,O00; pic-
klcd pork, $605,000 ; lard, 8231l,000; dairy pro-
ducts, $362,000; vegetables, $118,000; lumberand
furiture, $850,000. Our trade with these islands
is, on the other haud, insignificant., amouniting to
about $1,600,000. It will bie thus% seen that we
ivili he able tn prosecute a mach more extensive
trade with all the islands if Mr. Foster*s mission is
5uuces5 l.

THlE Canadian experts of live cattie during the
season just closed, trom the port of Montreal, have
reachied 123,627 head, being 87,959 head more than
last year, and the largest~ of any previous yeur.
Thirteen years ago the business of shipping live
cattie to G.reat Britain .was begiuning to develop
fr.ini its experiniental stage; thie exports in that
year (1877) being 6,940 head. The followving yedr
the figures reachied 9,000 liea(l, and now it lias as-

r sumed the gigantic p)roportions of 123,627 head as
the resuit of the season's operations from Monitreal
alone. Strong efforts are being made by the United
States to secure admission for American live cattie
te the B3ritish mxarkets, but the British Minister of
Agriculture declares that neither threats nor bland-
islimîents ivili induce the Imper.al Governmentm to
admit cattle ivhich may possibly bring disease with
theni. Fortunately the market romains open to our
live cattie, as nothing bas occurred ta shake the
faiLth of the British autlxoritiet in the soundness of
Our stock.

THE Republicans in the United States have been
hoisted with their own petard. In the States elec-
tions last month the Democrats carried the coun try
by an overwhelming majority, the defeat of the Re-
publicans being attributed mainly to the McKinley
tariff bill. Among the defeated candidates was
Major McKinley, t]îe father of the obnoxious bill.
Although it is tuo tnucb te expeet that the bill wilI
be repealed iu its entirety, stili there is every rea-
soit to hope that it wvill bie considerably modified
and otherwise altered hy the next Congresa. A re-
niarkable feature of the elections ivas the introduc-
tion of a new political factor ini the shape of the
National Farmers' Alliance and the election of a
large ntimber of candidates nominated by the far.
mers in opposition te the regular party niominees.
The Presidelit of the Alliance reports that the
next Congress will contain thirty eight straiglit
Alliance men, te ivhicb number munst be added
twelve or fifteen who will support Alliance mca-
sures What the farmiers' organ)izationsparticul.'ýr-
ly ask for is a fair- adjustmnent of taxation s0 that

thle poor will not be oppressed and the rich bene-
tited. They ai o ask for other reforins which are
looked tupon as socialistie in their character. It is
apparent from the succesa whicli attended their
efforts in electiiîg te the next congress fifty men
piedged te support thieir measures, that tbey have
become thoroughly aréoused to the necessity of con-
certed action for the protection and advatncenint
of their ewn interests. The Demncrats -have se-
cured a majority se great ini the new House that
they will lie completely independent of the repre-
sentatives of the Allialice, but if the twomgreat par-


