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danger just now, under the impulse of modern scientific

enthusiasm, of ovar-estimating the force of tbe former.

One fact, for fact wc tbink it must be admitted to be,

pointed ont hy IDr. Daniel Clark tbe other day, is of very

great importance, and has not hîtherto been sufliciently

taken into the account by tbose who have spoken and

written on the sulJeet. "Tbe laçw of beredity is," ho is

reported as saying, " that nature is always figting back

to normal conditions." lu otber words, we suppose, the

hereditary tendency is always towards a restoration of the

equilibrium wbicb may have been in some way <isturted

in the case of tbe individuai progenitor. This view, wbicb,

regards nature as enlisted on the sîde cf reform, is full of

encouragement te ail workers for the physical and moral

uplifting of tbe lapsed massesi. It should be the insIira-

tien cf ail edui-ational and reformatory movemeuts. But

we find it bard to reconcile with this view Dr. Clark's

opinion tbat a child eider tban four years takon frein the

slums of England would carry the taint cf its environmnent,

in any such ineradicabie formi as should diseouraqoe those

who are working for the rescue cf such. It is notewortby

tbat several of those who bave given evidedce before the

Commission bave condemned the work of eucb philanthro-

pists as Dr. Banarde on theoretieal grounds, witb a posi.

tiveness that is in ingular contrast with tbe absence cf

practical proof, such as, if their doctrines are correct, should

by this time be forthcoming in abundance. So far as we

are able to gather, the facts are, bappiiy, very mucb against

tbem. luI regard to other matters, sucb as the futility and

worse of sending inebriates, prostitutes and ther slaves of

vice to prison for a few days or weeks for each offence, and

repeating the process again and again, tbere is a unaniînity

of opinion on the part of the expert witnesses wbicb can

hardly f ail to inpress itself strongly upen the minds of tbe

Conmissioners. May we net hope tbat this wiil ultimately

lead to the substitution cf some more scientific and rational,

net to say Christian, systeni for a mcde' of treatnient which

is uuworthy cf tbe intelligence cf the age'i

AGOOD deal cf comîment bas naturaily arisen iu viewAof the omission from Lieut. (lovernor Royal's speech, on

the opening cf tbe Legisiative Assetnbly cf tbe North-West

Territories, of any reference te the constitutional question

wbich so nearly brougbt aleiatv dead-icck last session

His silence may, wo suppoe<, ho fairly taken te mean that

he still maintains bis position that the represeutatives cf

the people have control cf the $16,000 or so cf territorial

revenue only, and that tbe $110,000 vcted hy tbe Dominion

Parliament is te ho expended by the representative cf the

Dominion Governmnent on bis own personal responsiility.

The disallowance at Ottawa cf an ad i'nteriirn st pass. d

by the Legisiature, recognizing the rigbt of Mr. Royal te

make sucb appropriations during recess as migbt hbe

approved cf by certain representati vos uamed, may ho taken,

ne doubt, te mean that the D)ominion authorities sustair.

the Lieut.-Governor in is inierpretation cf the law. t is

pretty clear, xve believe, tbat this was the original intention

of the Act, sud some plausible ojections may hc) urgr.d

against giving te the represeutatives cf tbe people cf a

vast region so sparsely settled the uniimited disposai cf

the funds voted for territorial purposes. On the other

band it cannot ho denied that, apart froni any power cf

control over eigt-nînths of the wbole revenue,, the Rep-

resentative Assembly is littlA better than a miockery. The

power of lregisation is cf ittie avaîl witbout the power cf

the pur8e. The rnost important laws are very often those

whicb involve the disposai cf mnoney, or wbich need nioney

for their enforcement. Tbee fiect cf Lieut. Governor

Royal's adberence te bis former poition will almost cer-

tainly bo a renewal of tbe struggle. The resuit cf the

struggle is certain. The quesdon is one cf timeo only. The

principles of responsihie goverument are too deeply imnbed-

ded in the Canadian nind, to admit cf peace or truce

so long as the boon is withlheld from any considerahie part

of the population. The question is wbether it wili net 1)0

wiser for Government and Parliameut te yiel(l the point

promptly and gracefully, tiran to wait until forced te do so

* by the voice of the popular majority.

T T0 those wbo desire, as ail me: cf right feeling in the

trecountries ihs desire o see every cause cf pos-

sible mistinderstanding between Great Britain and Canada

and the United States remeved, it is gratifying to learu

that negotiations for the seutlemant of the Behring Sea

seal-fisheries question are about to he resumed. The

Washington despatches whicb dlaim to give the proposais

&bout to ha submitted by the British Minister, as confided

by him to a newspaper reporter, are evidently unreliable.c

That is flot the British way of doing things. It i2 quite 1

likely. however, that the guess, based on a study of tbeN

former correspondence, may nlot be very wide of the mark t

in some of its main features. No doubt the necessity for

some scbeme of protection during a close season, the limitsf

of wbich ean bc determined only after full investigation by 1

a joint committee of experts, will becbeerfully conceded i

by Great Britain and Canada. 1It is iu the highest degreei

probable, too, that the British otier of arbitration xiii bei

renewed. Mr. Blaine can hardly aflord to ref use such an 1

offer, provided terms of reference can be agreed on. The

main difficulty in regard to such terms wili, it is surmised,

arise in regard to the question whether the extent of thei

jurisdiction of tbe United States in Behring Sea shall be

orie of the points te be submitted. Mr. Blaine's dread of

the loss of prestige tbat would resuit fromn a (lecision

unfavourable to bis dlaimis may ho stronger than bis desirei

for a final settiement of the whole question on just prin-

cîî.ies. It wili ha remnembered that in bis iast despatcb

be laid gYreat stress on the aileged recognition by the

English Goverument of Russian jurisdiction to a certain

extent, and claimed that the UJnited States is now entitled

to the same censLderatiolr that was accorded to ber prede-

cessor in the ownership. Lord Salisbury, in repIy, inti-

mated tbe readiness of tbe Imperial Governmeut to con-

cede to the United States aIl tbe jurisdiction that was

recognized as belonging to Russia. The crucial question

wili then evidentiy be wbetber the mere fact tbat during

the period cf iRussian occupation ber jurisdiction may not

have been disputed, simply because no one at tbat tiie

had any interest in disputing it, can justiy be pleaded as a

recognition of tbat jurisdiction. This Mr. Blaine wili ne

doubt plead, and this the BritiHb and Canadian Goveru-

ments wiil as certainly deny. On common-seuse principles

the case seeins clear enough. No one would think of main-

taining tbat the fact of B's cows baving pastured alone

and unchalienged on the public lands for years before be

bad a neiglibour, would give B any right te forbid the

use of tbose lands to the cows of A, a newly arrived neigb-

hour. Faiiing mutual agreement, impartial arbitration i

sureiy ftie fair and unobjectionable way of settling such

questions. It is greatiy to be boped that the Atlantic

fisheries dispute may 1)c included in the samie negotia tions,

and, if need ha, ruade the sub 'ject of reference te the isame

or another Board of arbitrators.

TH~}E 1Ialifax (Jhronicle suggests tbat tbe death of tbe

-late Ilon. T. D. Arcbibald affords an epportunity for

tbe Goverirent of Canada to do a justice that bas bitberto

beau denied to one-baif of the entire Province of Novai

ScotÀa. This ono-haîf, inciuding Hants, Kings, Annapolis,

Iigby, Yarmouth, Sheiburne, and Quciiens Counties, bas

heen, it says, for the last saventeen years and stili is

witbeut any representation in tbe Senate of Canada. We

are of opinion tbat as a ruilti ess sectionaiism in eithier

('ommons or Senate tbe better. But as one reason for

being of tlic Senate is to balance and safe-guard local

interests, as marked out by Provincial lines, and as it is

equally desirable that a similar regard should ho bad to

the, balaancing of tbe views of large territorial sections

witbin the provinces themselves, tbere is some force in tbe

1h ronicle's complaint and suggestion, especially as it is

pretty evident, from the lists of possible candidates it

suggests in the respective counties, that there is no iack of

eligible material in tbe ueglected western section wbose

dlaimis it champions. It is, indeed, niot a littie singular that

so large and im portant a part of the wbole Maritime

Province territory as tbat representad by tbese seven

contiguous counities sbould bave beau for so many years

passed over in the choice of members cf tbe Ilpper House.

The result was no doubt accidentaI, since no reason can be

suggpstedl why so unequal a distribution of Government

patronage in tbe matter sbould bave been purposely made.

Tbe Senate of Canada is an expensiva institution and in

the opiiîon cf many besides those tbe Chironicle represents

more ornamental than useful, but so long as it is maintained

and holds in its hands a considerable share of legislative

authority there is no good reason wby occasion should ha

given for complaint tbat the bonours and emoluments of

the Senatorial office are distributed 50 very uuevenly as in

tbe case in question.

T HE Report of tbe Ilnterstate Commerce Commission of
the United States shows the appailing number cf

1,972 railroad employees killed and 20,028 injured during

1889 on the railways of the country. During the same

period only 310 passengers were killed, and 2,146 injured

on these roads. Wban we compare the many millions of
passengers wbo must have used tbe roads durîng the year

witb the comparatively small total, number cf employees,

the contrast in tbe numbers killed and wcunded is

startling and suggestive. A contemporary contrasts this

terrible slaugbter witb that cf the Battle cf Waterloo, lu

wbich the British forces lest but 2,009 officers and

men killed and 4,923 cificers and men wounded, and

adds: "The figures aboya given by tbe railway com-

mission represent an aagregate cf sufferiug horrible

to contemiplate, and that finds no parallel save ln the

carnage cf a great battle." But thore is a tbird lina in the

table cf statistics given whicb cails ne less loudiy for the

attention cf the tbhougrhtful and bumnane. Besides the.
lemployees," and " passengers " thore is a list cf I"other

persona," cf whoîrî it appears that ne less than 3,541I were

killed, and 4,135 injured during the year, by the railways

cf the Republie. A very large proportien cf tbese Ilother

parsons " were neo doubt the victims cf the ievel crcssing.

The paper te which we are indebted for the foregoing

figyures adds "Wbat miakes it tie more sad is that mucb

cf tb(, raiiway slaughter 18 net enly preveutable, but

criminai. But a smaîl portion of those kiiled lose tbeir

lives in accidents tbat ig«bt net bave heen preveuted.

Hundreds cf brakemen are annualiy niade the victims of a

system of coupling Pars t1îât shouid long ago bave beau

prohihited." Notbing can be clouter than that just so

mu.ob cf the sum total of slaughter as was prevantable

was criminal. We liave net the figures in r-eference ta

our Canadian roads before us, and do *ot know wbetber

tbey could ha procured, but tbere is, unfortunately, no

doubt that whataver difference iu proportionate slaugbter

and maiming there înay be iu their faveur, is a difference

not in kind, but only in degree. Frein recent statistics

prepared at Ottawa it appears that cf every 1,000 deaths

in Canada 31 are frein so-caiied accidents, and lu the

United States 39. Thera seems no reascu te doubt that tbe

percentage cf tbase accidents eccurring, on railroads lu

Canada heurs ut ieast ne smaller ratio te that lu the United

States. What is tc ha douec? Sureiy such reciý1ess waste

of life cannot ho permiitted te go ou uncbecked. We can

thinkz of but two means cf dealing eflectively with it:

Eitber the Domninion Goverunant sbouid appoint a com-

mission te enquire into the inatter, and report to Parlia-

nient, or the people sbould form a iife-saving league, as

suggested by a correspondent a few weeks since, to secure

the reform se imperatively naeded.

[N DETR the title cf '"An Armeuiau's Cry for Armenia,"

SJaimies A. Maicolin, ini the Ninelpenthi Century,
forcibly arraigus the Britisli Govermimeut and people for

ueglect ut tbe same time cf a soiamrn treaty obligation and

cf their own boat iute-rests. 'Vo tire question Il Why doas the

Turk eppress tbe Arinenians? " the wîiter ruakes the brief

answer, Il Becauise tbey are Cbrietians." Tbis answer,

bowever, ho proceeds te fortify with numnerous quotations

from the Korân, te wbicb ail tbe edicts of tbe Caliphs

must conform. These quctations show cleariy that uni-

mnosity and war to the knife agaiust ail unhelievers is

cnjoined upon ail Mussulmans as a religious duty. Dwei-

ling ou thoeumity cf the Turk te commerce and civilization

the writer says :

Armrenia, by its industry, resources and genius once
supported a population of over 30,000,000 souls. Yet
since it w-as brougbt under Turkish rule, the national
reseurces hrave remaiued undevaloped, pasture and arable
lands bave beau ahandoued and are fast falling out of
cultivaticu, rivers cboked up, mouds broken, so that the
country is new but spamsaly inhahited and become almost
a dreary waste. The work of decay and destruction ulone
progresses under tirat omganized brigandage wbose chiefs
aie-tbe crony advisers cf the Sultan.

For aIl tbis Albion is heid res1 jonsible. Having secured,

tbrougli tbe iustmumentality cf Lord Salisbury, at the Berlin

Congîess, the witbdrawai cf the Muscovite troops, Eng-

lund bias donc absoluteiy notbing to carry out the reforms

wbich, hy a subsequent agreement with tbe Porte-the

Cyprus Convcnticn-he undertook to introduce. As a

result, the writer dlaims, of Eugland's national memissness,

IArmenia, fertile and metalluegically rich, veritably a

land 1'flowing witb nîilk and boney,' bas now hecome a

vast chaos, wberein 41 the fiercest passions of which brute

humanity is capable, are free to roam about, uuhmidled

and uncbecked. Public interests are in the bands of who-

ever can lay bold cf tbem ; private warfame is pitiless and

rampant ; every man, save Christian, goes armed, and

every weapon is tolerated." lu the same impassioned

grtain Mr, lflalcolim goos on to urge that while it is admit-
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