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C ANAI IAN Presbyterians naturally fake a deup interest in the nlh

Presbyteriati Chiurch. Its late nioderator, P r. MNunro Gibsoîî, thougli,

like many of us, flot born on Canadian soi], is to ail intents and purposès a

(Canadian. WVe also dlaim D)r. D)onald Fraser, %Ir. R. M. Thornton, M1r.

James M\cCauI, and, not the least aniong themn, our own graduate 'Mr. johin

Mlitchell of Chester. Elsewhiere in tie pages of tlue JouîA. will be founidlbis
jrotest, agis h lakrscag, tht the Presbyteriain Chiurchi in England

is virtually an ,,ffshIoot froîîî Scottisli Presbyterianisrn. -Mr. MNitchell's protest,

for the present brief, is but a wedge to keep) openî the question it discusses,

unitil, with larger leisure, lie niay Le able to put the readers of the JOUR~NAL.

in possession of the facts which historicaliy link bis Churcbi with that of tiie

WVestminster Assenîbly. I mis, of course, aware that several congregations

in Northumnberland and other nortbern couîities cari trace tbeir descent from

Westminster days, congregations %vhiclh stili retain their Presbyterian integrity;

but also 1 'vas fhiia.r wlth the f.act that Lord Brougham's Dissenters*

Cha)-pel Bull Of 1844 virtually lefi the spoils of old Englishi Presbyterianisnîi in

the hands of the Unitariaiis. 1 cail the bill Lord Broughani's, altboughi it

wvas really thc work of Lord Lyndhurst, whoni May eulogizes for it in bis

Constitutional History of England, because that erratic Scottishi peer, ini bis

dislike of ail things evangelical, contributed iiiost Iargely to the defeat of

W~estmninster theology. In 1872, Dr. Thonmas M\cCriïc, enieritus professor ini
the ngihP resbyterian College, wvrote these words .oncerning the evange-

lical succession in Mr. Mitchell's own city of Chester: " INatthew H1enry's

01(1 chapel, it is belicved, is still extant ini Chester, and a copy of his comment-

ary long remained ini it attaclied to the building; tbough, bei ng now ili the

hiands of Unitarians, it is doubtfül whether even this relie of evangclical

Presbytcry bias been allowed to perpetuate bis memiory." Corne on, Brother

NMitchell. hy ail nîcans and set us right, for we would fitin ever be more

solicitotîs for the truth dian for our own ephlemieral reputation. Mr.',Nitclhel

is mi nuthority on Chiurch statistics, of rccognized worth. being the contributor


