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It is a book adapted to ail people of ail capacities. Its Ian-
guage, style, spirit, its concrete, simple and eloquent stories, iUS
sublime poetry, its appeal to ail that is tenderest and holiest in
human nature, render it a book for ail. It is adapted to the
most varied tastes;- the historian and biogtrapher, the student
of archoeology, the poet, the seeker of high ethies and a true
under]yig phllosophy for ethies; the theologian, the philoso-
pher, ail 6ind somethjingy in this Book to allure and reward. It
is a treasure lieuse of thoughit touching God and the religions
nature and possibilities and destiny of man.

The Bible is designed to be studied by ail. it is not a book
placed in the hiands of a priesthood, whvlo have authorit 7 to con-
ceai at wvill, and at will to re-veal portions of its content 3. The
Church is not authorized to dole out with caution the truth
which the Book reveals; but its contents are for him who
runneth, for the preacher of righteousnesb, and for the little
child. In t.he beginning of the Jewish dispensation the teaeh-
ings of the Word wvere written on the posth of the bouses, on
the gates-:, en memorial stones, v;here the words of the law were
inscribed very plainly. The people were commancled to read.
and to re-read. The study of the Bible by the people, and the
teacbing of the Bible by parents to their children were coin-
manded; and it is the duty of every man, the book in band, toý
judge for himself whether or not the proclamations of the
pulpit are in barmony with the revelation of God. The very
greed for grold in our times, the tenclency to materialism and
worldliness, demand dloser attention than ever to the realm of
thoughlt and being opened up to us in this holy Book. Because
we love gold and silver so well, we need to redouble our dili-
gence in the study of the Book, which reveais treasure worth
more than thousands of gold and sih'er.

We need in the study of the Word of God highier motive-- and
wiser inethods. Wge should not open its pages with superstitions
fear. The Bible is not an amulet. While tender sentiments
may influence us as we take up the Book, which is precious to
us as "'Mother's book, we mnust be inspired by higher ihoughlt
thian even ruother-love can supply. It must not bc studied as
a hard task, with the stndent's '«hlate to, but miist." We should'


