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DR. PUGSLEY’S SURRENDER
The Minister of Public Werks was com-

pelled yesterday -to produce the order-in-
council authorizing him to award dredg-
ing contracts at.last year’s prices without
calling of tenders. This modest order

covered dredging operations in 1o less
than ten harbors, the prices ranging from
five dollars a cubic yard for rock down to
& comparatively low rate for easy work.
The order-in-council was rescinded be-
cause of the opposition eriticisme led by
Mr. Bennett. The extent of the work in-
vélved is evidently very extensive and the
expenditures which it was proposed so
quietly to authorize might have amounted
to a million or more so far as f,he country
knows.

Had Dr. Pugsley had his way he would
have let the matter drop after announcing
the government’s decision to cancel the
obnoxious order-in-council. But Dr. Pugs-
ley was not allowed to have his way.
This is what happened in the House when
the matter came up:

Mr. Bennett agked Mr. Pugsley when he
would bring down the order-in-gouncil
authorizing the extension of dredging eon-
tract without further tenders.

_ Mr. Pugsley eaid that the order was
cancelled and it was therefore not neces-

sary to bring it down.
Mr. Bennett pointed out that the rule

of the house required a paper to be
brought down by the minister who refer-
red to it in the house.

The Spesker—“But if the rule is mot
snvoked at the time, it camnnot be applied

afterwards.”
R. L. Borden—“It was invoked at the

time, though not mentioned. No m:.:vrf_iw
voking was necessary, for the minister

promieed to lay the papers on the ta '.”
The speaker ruled that the order-in-

council should be brought down, snd Mr.
Pugsley said he would produce it.

He produced it yesterday. Its contents
will be etudied with lively interest by the
country generally. Tenders for the work
will now be called for.

A newspaper which devotes much space
to explanstions of Dr. Pugsley’s acts is
now engaged in seeking to demonstrate
that when the Minister of Public Works
had the order-in-council passed he did it
for fun, or for exercise, mever intending
to employ the power it gave him. The
game journal omitted from its news columns
the very inteusting and important fact
that Dr. Pugsley was compelled to an-
nounce that the order-in-council had been

rescinded.  The poliey of defending the

minister by suppressing news of the char-
gcter referred to is evidently rendered
necessary by the unfertunate charaeter of
the great man’s recent experiences in the
House.

Opposition comment on dredging mat-
ters led the cabinet to believe it wise to
recall the orderin-council which Dr.
Pugsley had succeeded in geting through.
This course, is was thought, would cause
ithe country te regard future transactions
in the Department of Public Works with
fess distrust. Dr. Pugsley’s futile attempt
to hold back the contents of the orderin-
council and his surrender yesterday, how-
ever, make it impossible for him to emerge
gracefully from this particular adventure.
It is another incident tending to render
uneasy the friends who expected Hon. Mr.
Pugsley to handle a great spending depart-
ment with credit, or at least with caution.

THE PROVINCIAL AUDIT

In their eagerness to find, or construct,
some argument against the provincial gov-
ernment certain Liberal journals are sug-
gesting that Mr. Hazen should have ac-
cepted the report of the Robinson expert
instead of carrying out his campaign pro-
mise to have made a therough investi-
gation of provincial finances. Newspaper
friends of the Robinson government are
mervous. They objeeted to a commission of
inquiry in the Cnﬁll _Railway matter,
thus ehowing they believed facts damag-
ing to the old gov

how their money was spent.

their misfortune.

administration.

made as soon as he triumphed.

ment to start with a clean sheet.

tion is highly necessary.

assertions. They fear the worst.

for war and too little for peace.

wrote the civil service report have the
same opinion of the Ottawa Falstaff "who
takes with a little bread such an intoler-
able degree of sack. They point out!
forcibly that the country is piying be-

bad week of it when he gets into supply.”

ful.

nary statements about the

deal:

The most active military unit in Canada
is the mounted police. That body is under
Sir Wilfrid Laurier himself and the pre-
mier is rather proud of his command. The
first Ross rifles made were sent to the
mounted police and that body set about
testing them. One trooper nearly lost his
eyesight through the bursting of the wea-
pon, and so many other accidents occur-
red that the whole supply of rifles were
bundled off to Ottawa. That was more
than two years ago, and the mounted
police are still armed with Springfields
These
men know what they want and refuse to

or other miscellaneous equipment.

trust themselves to the mercies of a rifle

the man behind it.
tin has frequently explained to the house
that all the defects have been remedied,
but he has not been able to persuade the
premier to force the weapon on the one
body of soldiers which is always on active
service. though 52,000 have
been accepted, only 8,716 are in use. So
the minister himself has told the house.
Why then this new order for 10,0007

“If you go to the ranges where the best

Moreover,

ghots compete you sec no Ross rifles-except
at the tent where they are placed for
exhibition purposes. The crack shots at
Rockliffe and at Bisley take the Lee-
Fnfield, the service weapon of the British
army. There are 50,000 or 60,000 of those
in the counmtry still, and the minister stat-
ed the other day that those bought from
the British war office about 1896 cost $15.75

each. ‘We are paying $25 for the Ross
rifle and commencing the payments about

» Conr

If the pro-
cess of finding out is going to damage
gentlemen who were aseociated with the
Central in one way or another, that is
But the inquiry must
go on. The expert Mr. Robinson employ-
ed late in the campaign to give his govern-
ment a certificate of character appears
to have unearthed some information which,
had it been published before March 3,
would have rendered the defeat of his em-
ployers even more crushing. But a garb-
Jed version of his report was given to the
public by the Robinson newspapcrs in
an attempt to deceive the people, and
that particular investigation passed into
history as another blunder of the old

Even if that campaign document did not
lack critical references to the men and
methods -of the old regime no reasonable
man would expect Mr. Hazen to substi-
tute it for the audit he promised to have
The
new audit will ehow where the province
stands. It will enable the present govern-
It will
tell the people in whav condition the old
government left things—to what condition
they had reduced the province. The news-
papers which object to the mew audit fear
disclosures damaging to their party. They
would not fear such disclosures without
reason. Their objection at this time will
convince the public that the investiga-

Those who followed the developments
of the last campaign carefully will not be
surprised to find that anything in-the na-
ture of an investigation is dreaded by
friends of the politicians who were swept
from power on March 3. Bo long as the
old government could keep the ld on all
its newspaper supporters were ready to
testify that the public business was being
transacted honestly and economically. How
strange that these same mewspapers should
object to the preduction of the evidence
neceﬁnry to test the value of their earlier

OUR TWENTY-FIVE DOLLAR RIFLE

Mr. Broder, M.P., said a good thing
the other day when he remarked that
eleven dollars for Militia to one dollar for
agriculture seemed to be a little too much
An Otta-
wa correspondent adds that the men who

two years before the weapon is delivered.
Not long ago the return from tests of the
Ross rifle at Petewawa was brought dows
to the House. The report was certainly
not complimentary to the rifle and
yet at the same time it was presented
came the announcement that an order bad
been given for apother 10,000 at $25 each.
It need not surprise the public to learn
that advance payments will be made in-
stantly and that the final delivery should
be delayed for many months. Take notice
that the extra $9.25 paid amounts to
$481,000 for 62,000 rifles.”

Parliament msy kmow, or suspect, all
the facts behind the Ross rifle contracts.
The countsy st large needs much more in-
formation. It should be definite informa-
tion. The country pays. It should know
the whole stary.

INTRODUCING DR, PUGSLEY

Hon. Mr. Pugsley was the guest of the
Reform’ Club in Montreal on Saturday,
and no doubt he made an interesting ad-
dress and warmed the hearts of the al-
ready converted who were asembled. This
Montreal appearance represents an at-
tempt to introduce Hon. Mr. Pugsley to
the party at large, to. make him known.
Hitherto he has been known chiefly to
New Brunewick and to the Ottawa cirdle.
The Montreal appeamance is doubtless one
of several intended to multiply the num-
ber of Cansdians who can eay they have
seen and heard the new Minister of Public
Works. Many whe have never seen Dr.
Pugsley heve heard of him. Tt may be
that personal acquaintanoce with the hom-
orable gentleman will tend to modify the
impressions formed from having heard of
his ‘various public activities. He has a
pleasing personality and speaks of himeself
with favor and fluency. At all events it
will do him no harm to swing round the
circle and make the acquaintance of a few
of the people whose money he is spending
so rapidly.

Yet the best way to introduce a Minis-
ter to the Dominion is to have him do
courageous, independent, aggressive work
in the public interest in his department
and in his place in the House of Commons.
The banquet tsble may come later. It
hae its uses, but they are grestly enhanced
by previous public services such as give
o man impressive stature in the eyes of
the whole country for work done. ' There

are certain Liberal newspapers today, paid
by the government and dependent upon
E‘_q'g Pugsley and his lieutenants, which are
daily prochiming Dr. Pugsley’s greatness

tween $6,000,000 and $7,000,000 a year for’
military equipment which three years ‘ago
cost only $3,500,000. Sir Frederick puts a
bold face on the matter, as he does on
everything, but he will have an unusually

Fleven dollars for militia to one dollar
for agriculture is a statement of fact that
will interest mine-tenths of the taxpayers
of this country, and make them thought-
But even if they were to admit that
there is resson for the vast military ex-
penditures, they would insist that the
country ought to get the best possible
value for ite money. That brings us to
the Ross rifle, for which we pay $25 each,
while the British rifles, Canada bought
cost $15.75 each. The Ottawa correspond-
ept who predicts’ that 8ir Frederick Bor-
den will experience trouble in getting his
estimates through makes these extraordi-
Rose rifle

“We have now a new contract for an-
other 10,000 Ross rifles though few seem
to be using the 52,000 already purchased.

and covering with abuse those who dave to
criticize him. By such, newspapers—which
suppress news they deem injurious to their
jdol—the ocountry is mnot deesived. Tt
knows the source and nature of their
inspiration.

In Dr. Parkin’s Life ‘of Sir John Mac-
donald the author retells an old story of
the Ohieftain. To the late Prinapal
Grant, who admired Macdonald greatly,
but could not always give him support,
Sir John remarked, “I wish you would
be a more steady friend of mine.” ‘“But,
Sir John,” said Grant, “I have always
supported you when you were right.”
“My dear men,” was the reply, with &
merry twinkle of the eye, “I have no use
for that species of friendship.” The Min-
ister of Public Works has at his beck and
call newspapers whose admiration grows
in warmth as he stumbles inte deeper
water. They applauded the Fairville
speech, only to find later om that Dr.
Pugsley absndoned the seubject in the
Commons. They endorsed the Minister’s
patronage committee. They were enthusi-
astic over his interference in the recent

provincial elections. And that wrebched
‘adventure did not prevent them from at-
tempting to discover political wistlom in
his decision to call, and his decision to
postpone, the New Brupewick Liberal

Dr. Pugsley’s dredging poliey—his re-
treat before Mr. Bemnett and his final
surrender in bringing down the order-in-
council whose contents he tried to con-
ceal after it had been rescinded—ewakens
pew admiretion in the columns of the Sun
and other docile and paid newspaper ser-
vants of the government.
make it appear that Hom. Mr. Pugsley

which has been found to be unsafe to
The minister of mili-

would not have acted upom the order-in-
couneil even if the opposition had not ex-
posed the chamacter of the trapsactions in-

volved. But here, as in the matter of
the Fairville incident, the provincial elec-
tiops and the Liberal
Minister of Public Works has given his
willing journals a task beyond their pow-
ers. Columns of mingled praise and ad-
miration do not suffice to corceal the feet
of the idol, and the public eess that the

feet are made of clay. The cabinet career
of Dr. Pugsley has been brief. The people

will not readily recall apother politician
whose promotion to a comspicuous post
was followed by so many mistakes in so
short a period. Ottawa is not Frederic-

convention, the

A MAN WORTH HEARING
The Forest, Fish and Game Protective

Association has teken up a great good
work and is pushing it -with vigor. Sus-
tained effort along the lines adopted will

give the people generally a definite idea [ the approbation of the men who have been\

MUCH AT FAULT IN

of the value of preserving the forests and
the fish and game of the province. The
average man will be amazed as he realizes
what intelligent protection of these assets

would mean in yevenue, in public we&lth,! Messrs. Fowler and Taylor and Honm.

in reserve resources, in future security and
greatness.

| breaking the law. Mr. Maxwell will have

the approbation of all the people who

stand for better conditions. They outnum-
ther the others by about a hundred to one.;

| R

Mr. Pugsley engaged in a somewhat divert-
ing discussion in committee yesterday. Our

|0M:awa. despatches indicate that the Min-

i
|

The association has done well in secur | jster of Public Works does not enjoy him- !
ing Mr. Kelly-Evans to address a mass|self when under fire. It is mot unlikely

meeting here on the subject. The Toronto
World, in an editorial, gives warm praise
to Mr. Kelly-Evans. Under the caption “A
Man With a Great Idea,” the World
says:

“No man has done more for the pro-
tection of the fish and the game of the
province of Ontario, yes, and of Canada,
than Kelly-Evans. He has in a few months
aroused an enthusiasm for fish and game
preservation that will never, so long as

time flies, die down. He has done a great|

deed for his province and his country.
“And the people recognize it. No pub-
lic speaker has been in greater demand
throughout Ontario than he, and none
who have heard him expound the goepel
of free fish food for the people but has
gained a lesson in practical patriotism.
We congratulate Mr. Evans on the honor
that has been tendered to him by Premier

that newspapers which are continually
praising or apologizing for him will forget
to publish any account of his experience
yesterday. They do not find it easy to
and at the same time argue that he is get-
ting on well at Ottawa. The news tells
how he is getting on. The road is rough.
All this is poor preparation for the Lib-
eral convention which must be held after
a while. It) was postponed in order to
let things settle down a bit; but they will
not settle.

Dr. Pugsley s Surrender.
(Montreal Star.)

tawa, April 23.—Hon. William Pugsley
has again “backed down.” The score
is to the credit of Mr. W. H. Bennett,
of East Simcoe. The issue was again the
order-in-council extending dredging con-
tracts. On Tuesday of last week, to the
disgust of not a few of his fellow opposi-
tionists, Mr. Bennett. in the absence of

| the leader of the opposition, took up the

Hazen of New Brumswick in being asked | better part of the eitting in a protest

on his great idea. Premier Hazen appre-
ciates the importance of fieh and game pro-
tection from the public service
peoint.

“Tt would be well for Ontario had she
more men like Mr. Evans imbued with
valiant public epirit, sparing neither time,
talent nor money to educate the people

stand- ' duction of this order-in-council,

to sddress the legislature of that provinceE against this order-in-council, while the de-

bate on immigration bonuses was pushed
aside.

When the house resumed on Tues-
! day Mr. Bennett, by asking for the pro-
which
Mr. Pugsley had promised, elicited the
reply that the Government had recon-

sidered its policy on the extension of con-
| tracts and had rescinded the order-in-

| council.
| That was score No. 1 on this point for

{ Mr. Bennett.

Mr. Pugsley, however,
! pleaded that the matter was mow closed

on matters of vast public importance. Mr. so the order-in-council need not be pro-

¥vans has done well. It may be that
greater honors are in store for him. He
will have deserved them.”

THE DON'T LIKE IT

Several American journals are con-
demning the All-Red line proposal. These
journals as s rule believe, or say, pro-
teetion is a goed thing for the United
States but a bad thing for the United
Kingdom. They mean that the Chamber-
lsin policy, giving the Colonies a preference
in the great British market, would cut
into the American export trade. It would.
So in regard to the steamship plan, Am-
erican journals are afraid improved direct
gteamship oconnection of the al.l-Britiah
kind would divert trade from American
ports. It will. Even the New York
Journal of Commenrce, a Free Trade paper,
looks askance at the All-Red scheme: It
eays, in part:

“Leaving out Bi¥ish patriotie; senti-
ment, the advantages may be questioned
by outsiders. The commercial benefit to
the Colonies is sssumed to be that of
trading with the mother country in pref-
erence to ‘foreigners, and that does not
look to be sufficient to justify a heavy
annual outlay in subsidies. It is difficult
to see where there will be any commercial
benefit to the kingdom if the free trade
policy is justified there only as etrength-
ening the imperial union by means of regu-
lar and rapid mail communication and an
increase in the auxiliary naval force.
Whether that advantage in this costly red
route will be sufficient to win consent to
the British share of the expenditure would
seem doubtful, and whether this bond of
empire would prove of much value if a
res] strain were put upon it may be ques-
tioned.”

The British government eubsidizes the
record-breaking Cunard steamers which go
to New York. If it now joins with Can-
oda, New Zesland and Australia in an
Imperial steamship venture, protest from
the United States is to be expected, but
it will be obviously interested and un-
conpvincing. The Americen idea is that
any measure promoting American trade
is justifiable no matter what effect it may
have upon other countries, but that other
countries have no right to serve them-
selves if in doing eo they may hit Am-
erican intereste. During the mext twenty
years the United States will learn much
sbout the importance and unity of the
British Empire. Business and sentiment
together are behind the Imperial trade
idea, and they make a great team.

NOTE AND COMMENT

“Mr. Pugsley,” says the Toronto News,
“geems to have surrendered at discretion
to Mr. Bennett.”

-

* ®

St. John, Moncton, and Fredericton are
bidding for the Dominion exhibition grant.
All deserve it, but the promise is not
yet sure that 1909 is to be New Bruns-
wick’s year for the grant, and as only one
city can handle the big show when it
comes, it ehould go to the city offering the

most satisfactory guarantee of success.
- L 3 -

The effort to increase the membership
of the board of trade and make that or-
ganization an aggressive and powerful pro-
moter of St. John’s interests is a welcome
ope. All business men should lend a
hand. The volunteers who have the move-
ment in hand should meet with encourage-
ment everywhere. They are working in
the interest of the whole population.

* * -

In his Fredericton epeech Hon. Robert
Maxwell told the truth about violations
of the licepse law in St. John. The news-
papers which are pounding him will bave

duced. Consequently Mr. Bennett renewed
his question yesterday, and got the same

Ianswer. Then he appealed to the Speaker
! on the ground that Mr. Pugsley had cited
! this order:in-council in debate and must
| consequently lay it on the table.

The point should have been raised
earlier, ruled the Speaker.
It was raised earlier, interposed Mr.

Borden, who had on Tuesday come to

Mr. Bennett’s aid with the etatement
that a promise by a Minister was a
promise.

Then Mr. Pugsley arose and explained
that the matter was in his view of no
importance, but that he would bring down
the order-in-council.

Proverbs About Women

Before going to war, say a prayer; before
going to sea, say two prayers; before
marrying, say three prayers.

Trust not a woman, even when dead.—
Latin.

Women, wind and fortune soon change
—Spanish.

He that hath a fair wife never wants
trouble.

A woman and her servant, acting in ac-
cord, would eutwit a dozen *devils.

In buying horses and in taking a wife,
shut your eyes tight and commend yourself
to God.—Tuscan.

The ruses of women multiply with their
years, o

Man without woman is head without
bedy; woman without man is body with-
out head.—German.

Women know a point more than the
devil.—Ttalian. .

If you would make a pair of good shoes,
take for the sole the tongue of a woman;
it never wears out.—Alsatian.

‘The laughter, the tears, and the song of
a woman are equally deceptive.—Latin.

What a woman wills, God walls.

‘Woo the widow while she is in weeds.—
German.

Second thoughts are best. God created
man; woman was the afterthought.

Women are superfluious when present,
but missed when absent.—Portuguese.

We ask four things for a woman—that
virtue dwell in her heart, modesty in her
forehead, sweetness in her mouth, and la-
bor in her hands.—Chinese.

Who takes an eel by the tail, or a wo-
man at her word, soon finds he holds
nothing.

Women always speak the truth, but
not the whole truth.—Italian.

Who hath a fair wife hath need of more
than two eyes. !

A woman is like your shadow; follow
her, she flies; fly from her, she follows.

Woman conceals only what she does not
krow. i

Women are wise impromptu, fools on
reflection.—Italian.

The castle that parleys and the woman
who listens are ready to surrender.

One should choose a wife with the ears
rather than with the eyes.

« If a fox is cunning, a woman in love is
still more so.

A woman laughe when she can and
weeps when she will.

Fairy Singing.

(It is a Celtic belief that when a young
and beautiful girl sinks into a swift decline,
she has heard the fairies singing.)

She was my love and the pulse of my heart;
Lovely she was as the flowers that start
Straight to the sun from the earth’s tender

{ White tfx'ew her face as the thorn’s tender

ast,
Sweet as the wind blowing out of the west—
Elana, Elana, my strong one, my white one,
Sweet is the wind blowing over thy rest!

She crept to my side

In the cold mist of morning.

“Q Wirra” she cried,

“Tis farewell now, mavourneen!
When the crescent moon hung
Like a scythe in the sky,

1 heard in the silence

The Little Folks cry.

“ "’was like a low sighing,

A sobbing, 3 singing:

It came from the west,

Where the low moon was swinging:

‘Elana, Elana’

Was all of their crying.

Mavrone! I must go—

To refuse them, I dare not.

Alone I must go; -

They have called and they care not..

Naught do they care that they call me apart,

From the warmth and the light and the love
of thy heart.

Hark! How their singing

Comes winging, comes 'w(ughﬁ

Through thy close arms, beloved,

Straight to my heart!"’

loom,

White as the mist from the valley of doom!
Sure was her going—her head on my breast
Drooped like a flower that winter has pressed.
Blana, Elana!
one! ;
Empty the arms that they beauty had blessed.
Isabel Ecclestone Mackay, in The Canadian

Magazine.

SUNLIGHT AND PESSIMISM.
(Adelaide Register.)

It seems anomalous to associate pessim-
iemn with sunlight. yet apparently there are
good reasons for the belief that brilliance
of summer is more depressing than the
gloom of winter. Amiel wrote in his
“Journal” that of all the hours of the day,

My strong one, my white

in finé “weather, those of the afternoon
were the most difficult to bear.

Press Gallery, House of Commons, Ot-l

i
|

- THE VICTORI

ALBERT D'
A SCHOOL BUILLNS

Many Objectionable Features Detracting from Safety ¢ the
Large Number of Papils Attending Each—Council’: In-

spection Committee Make
Escapes at All on Albert

School Are But “So-Called.””

‘Recommendations—No iire
Building; Those on Victtia

Here are given details of the results of
inspection of the Albert school in Carle-
ton and the Victoria school by the Com-
mon Coun¢il’'s committee.

was discovered in each.
The Albert School, Watson
Street. .

situated on a hill, heated by steam, two
boilers; janitor, John Akerley, has held
this position for seven years; lives in

southern eection of basement f{ronting
Wateon street.

as an efficient and careful officer.

The front and principal entrance to

this school has large doors opening out-
Ward six feet threc inches wide, but this
feature is spoiled by reason of a partition.
Instead of having a clear hall or passage

way as wide as the entrance, or wider, a Sidney street
partition on the right of the ’entrance has it

been built up enclosing the well hole of
a front etairway to basement. The par-

tition extends two feet three or four
This :s

inches into the main hall way.
objectionable. It should be renioved and
this entrance to basement closed up.
There would then be a free and full
passage  way for the scholams’ exit. In
making our inspection of the basement

of thie echool house, discovered that mear !’

this first staircase there is a room eitu-
ated on right hand side or north portion,
which is used as a play room for the

scholars. The flooring, instead of being
of asphalt or cement, we found was of

wood, another objectionable feature, there
wag only one small door three feet wide
for exit, which opened inward and we
requested the janitor to take it off, which
was done. The janitor said he thought
the flooring should be removed.

The other portions of the basement
where the steam boilers are were found in
good condition so far as we could dis-
cover; the lavatories clean. A very ob-
jectionable and dangerous feature in the
basement was discovered, viz.; a emall
room directly ander the front stairway
by which we entered basement was being
u§ed as a carpenter shop, work bench
directly over steam pipes and a quantity

of shavings lying around on the floor

and on the pipes, and the steam pipes,

instead of being enclosed with asbestos
or other suitable material, were covered

with a sort of bagging.

The chief of the fire department asked
the janitor to remove the shavings from
the pipes and clear the place out, which
he promised to do.
used it as a workshop. We called atten-

tion of the principal to this later on and
he was very much surprised. The janitor

assured us the place would be cleared up
and not used again.
in this room directly under the etairway
loss of lifé would be likely to occur to
the pupils endeavoring to leave the build-
ing by front entrance.

There is a rear entrance to this base-

ment and in our opinion no necessity ex-|gus
The whole|this latter. very objectionable and in jur

ists for this front entrance.

partition should be removed and
t grom

Hoored over, thus giving wider exi
first floor.

We came fip from the basement by the

rear stairs to ground floor and here we

found another menace to eafety, viz.: one
small direct exit to the north yard door
opening inward. There is a door at the
head of this stairway and a partition

which narrows the rear exit to the play-

ground on the south. The cxit doors
therefrom are entirely too narrow, being
only two feet ten inches wide. The door
leading from hallway to basement opens

out into the hall instead of inward to

basement, thus clogging the passage. The
partition should be removed, there is ap-
total number of

parently no need for it;
scholars 537. i
Clase Rooms.

There are four class rooms on ground
floor, and small children are in two of
them. The scholars are distributed as fol-

lows:

Principal’s grade 8,

room,
ground floor; X

Room grade 7, thirty-six pupils;

Room grade 2, sixty-three pupils; .

Room grade 1, seventy small children;
total on the floor, 208

Stairway to second floor of wood right
angle platform two flights, balusters wood-
enclosed wooden wainscoating on

en,

walls. Should be open railed or iron lat- | men
ticed. On second floor there are four class
rooms, grades 2 3, 4, and 6; grade 2 one
room, sixty-three very small children.

Sixty-one grade 2, sixty grade 3 and 4,
fifty grade 6 and 7, total 234.

Third floor single stairway from seec-
ond floor, four and a half feet wide. Two

class rooms grade 4, forty-six  pupils.
Grade 5, forty-nine pupils, total 95.

The assembly room is on this flat, and
can accommodate 500 pupils
Benches are used here by the pupils,

but they should be made stationary. Tae
two doors of assembly room, five feet
wide, open outward to the hall. All the
clase room doors of this building open
inward. We recommend that the child-
ren of grade 2 room on second floor be
removed to the room on ground floor
now occupied by grade 7, and grade 7
to the one now occupied by grade 2.
There are no fire escapes in this build-

ing. Proper fire escapes should be erec-
ted on the north, south and west sides;
none required on the eastern side:

There are no chemical fire extinguish-
ers in the school honse. We recommend

at least one chemical and fire extinguish-
er be placed in some convenient place in
each hall and one in basement ready for
instant use. Fire drill is had at least once
a week in summer, but therc has been

none this winter. ‘

The principal complains that the fire

alarm gong is not large or loud enodugh

and that the jamitor should have some

means of giving alarm signal from base-
ment. In this we agree and recommend

a larger gong be installed and attachment

made to it for janitor in the basement.
The building can be cleared of scholars

inside of two minutes, and the fact was
demonstrated on one occasion by Alder-
man Baskin and Rev. Mr. Sampeon, and

without consulting the principal.
One other objectionable feature we
found, and it should be remedied; the

furnace chimney running up through the
centre of the main hall is sheathed with
The
informed, becomes so
hot sometimes that one cannot keep his

wood for almost four feet in height.
chimney, we are
The

hand on it any length of time.

sheathing should be immediately removed,|
.as it is a source of real danger. All the
class Tooms and exit floors should be made
.to open outward. Immediate attention to

i i

Principal reported him

He told us his son

Should a fire occur

thirty-
nine pupils from eight to sixteen on
-

easily.

these alterations and action thcrea

should be insisted upon.

: i e beiTh’ Victeria School.
found that much needed improvement!

In our inspeotion of this school we wen
greatly aided by Principal Fariee, whc
cheerfully attended us, and evinced a de
;aire to have everything connected with

Three story woeden building, with s 1d; v upile
| wooden tower; ecntrance oa ’W'ateon e bm.ldmg, e ‘the lnes.of1 the: P
street; Principal, W. J. McDiarmid; under his care efficiently looiicd afic:. and

we hereby accord him our thanks, ..; ! S.he
same can also -be said of all the tcachers
in the city. We asked them for sugges-
tions, which they freely and cheerfully
made, for which we thank them.

This building is capable of housing 700
pupils. All of the scholars are girls.
There are two entrances, one from Dul®
street and one from north side from phY
ground, opening' aut on Duke street and
The outeide doors are dou-
ble, made to open outward, but we found
only one sidc open, the other bolted; ob-
jectionable.

On entering the building from either
entrance there are double swinging doore
at foot of short flight of steps to main .
or first floor. There are four class roome
on the first, second and third floors and
two on fourth floor. The exhibition  hali
occupies remainder of fourth floor.

In the centre of building is an air shaft
of brick facing the entrance fromi Duke
street and directly in front of mdin stair
case to the upper flats. There are pas-
sageways of about five and a half feet*
in width on either side, instead of there
being a full free passage from -tairs. On
the first floor to the west of front en-
trance is the principal’s class room, grades
7 and 8 containing from forty to fifty pup*
ils. In the class room ‘immediately ad-
joining to thé north is 4nother primary
school, Miss Gray, teacher—fifty-six en-
rolled pupils, fifty present:' On the east-
ern side of the hall are two class rooms
grades 1 and 2, ages vary bdtween six and
seven—fifty pupils, the north room grade
9—fifty pupils; total pupils ‘on first floor,
200

Access to second floor ‘is tgd by single
platform stairs four and a }alf to five
feet wide. There. are four clags reoms on
this floor—grades 2 and 7 ¥ forty-six
and forty pupils, one grade 7 axd 8 thirty-
two pupils, and one of grade 2 ‘orty-eight
pupils; fotal 166.

Third floor four class rooms one for
6th. grade, one for 5th. and one each of
3rd and 4th. .

Fourth floor two rooms grades ! and 5
forty each; total 80; assembly 3;11'_&150
on this floor. - e e

At the head of first stair landhg on
second flat and on third, openings n the
morth wall of building have been mag and
bridges of iron with wooden platorms
have been thrown or built across t« the
8t. Joseph’s school adjoining to the nrth-
ward; span of bridges about fifty get,
width five feet, with an apology for:ide
guard thereon ‘composed of wire neetag;

opinion unsafe and unsuitable. Anoter
objection is that while the entrance does
double and they open outward from fie
Victoria instead of being of the swingig
pattern the pupils, in order to escap
across this bridge and enter St. Josephy
gchool ‘building would have to pull oper
the doors, and with one side of the door
on either building bolted it can easily be
seen trouble would immediately ensue,
in case of pamic. The doors on both
buildings should be so arranged as to
swing either way and during schoo] ses-
sions should not be bolted. In the opfnion
of the committee there cannet be much
difficulty in making this needed change.

Fire-Escapes. - :

The so-called fire escapes on the Victo®
school are in our opinion not only
suitable but are clearly unsafe and ¢’
attempt be made to use them in -
loss of life would surely occur. T
better be taken down and a prv
balcony, properly railed and p
with good safe stairways, steps 1
(not ladders) with sufficient gu
Tand balusters be substituted. Besiaes
proper entrances to these proposed esc
should be made from each upper n
level with the escape platform. All t
is required to demonstrate the dange
and unsuitable character of the prese
fire escapes is an inspection by reasomal

Referring to the present fire escapes, w

might mention that the _lower or ground
| ladder, instead of being ready for immedi-
ate use, we found to be hooked up and
could only be used with difficulty and that
has Been the case ever since they were
placed on the building.

Another objection we have to malke is
that the fire signal gong is not of suffi-
cient sharpness in sound as to be heard by .
all the pupils, and, add to that, the bell
pulls are out of order to such ean extent
that the prineipal could mnot sound” the
alarm though he tried in our presence
several times to do so.  He managed to
sound it once, but was unable to do so
again.

We recommend that the trustees proc
eure a more suitable gong with better
appliances for sounding same, and that
the signal can be given from either base- §
ment or any of the floors. This should
be attended to at once, :

- 8o far as the: fire. drill- is concerned, we
learned that this -exercise has been had
three times since last August for the pur-
pose of clearing the building of scholars.
The scholars have been exercised occasion-
ally in the drill within the building.

We also found there was nothing in the
shape of a fire extinguisher in the build-
ing. We therefore have to recommend
that portable hand fire extinguishers be
placed easy of aceess on each floor and
that the same be properly looked after and
kept in order ready for instant use.

In the exhibition hall, chairs and ben-
ches are used. We think tHis objeetion-
able. Statibnary.seats with gisles should
be substituted. City fire al "box 32
is immediately opposite the building.

On Saturday, March 21, 190§ at the
request. of Ald. Bullock, the chi¢f of fire
Jepartment, with about sixty the fire:
racn, including members of salvage
corps, tested the bridges on second and
third flats connecting Victoria school and
the school building to the northward. The
trustees were present. Their attention was
called by the chief to want of prope-
side rails to bridges and the inadequale
protection of wire neéttings Mr. Rusaell,
one of the trustees, discoVvered tha
doors on each school building whe
l)ridge':d approach them, were impr
lemned, and urged that the alterati
gm’d'e as whave‘heréiﬂw'oie stat




