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# The Farm. »

Practical Autunea Hints in Poultry-keeping

Said & farmer to me not long since: ‘I
see that there is a lot to' learn about this
poultry business before we can make it
pay §

“1s there any department of farm work
that you can make remunerative withomt
thoroughly understanding the details of
management ?'"’ I asked.

““No,” said he, ‘I guess you have to
know what you are at."’

There is no dodging this fact. The
up-to-date farmer must be expert in the
lines of work he handles or he will not
be to the fore. Live agricultural journals,
agricultural - collegds and experimental
work are all valuable means to a profitable
end. Coming back, then, to the trite
remark of my farmer friend, you have
certainly got to kmow ‘‘ what you are at*’
if poultry is to be a successful branch of
your farm work. Take two farmers:

No. 1 makes his poultry pay. He keers
track of receipts and .expenditure. His
fowls are thoroughbreds, of the proper age,
well housed, and they laid well during last
winter. As a resvit he had early sitters,
and his chickens were early hatched. At
date his cockerels are fit, or very nearly so,
for market, and his pullets will make early
layers. His hens are well into, if not well
over, their mounlt and will begin winter
laying in November, when the price of
eggs is going up.

No. 2 has a mixed lot of birds. ~He has
kept no account of their operations, and
cannot say whether they pay or not. His
hens had a cold habitation last winter,
and did not lay, but began to do so in
the spring when everybody’s hens were
laying and eggs were at low figures. In
consequence, he had late sitters and his
chickens are late, Being nondescripts, his
cockerels will not make the weight of
thoroughbreds and his pullets will likely
be caught by winter weather before they
are matured. His old hens will drag
through the winter moulting ; his younger
birds will moult late, and few of his flock
will lay at the period of high prices. Ask
him about his hen-house, he points to the
corner of a shed or barn,

CULLING OUT AND PREPARING FOR
WINTER.

Quite a contrast in the mode of opera-
tions of the two parties above, is there not ?
But what is No. 2 to do to improve his
condition? His plan is to at once cull out
his flock. Select his largest and best
shaped hens of two years and under, If
any are known to be poor layers get rid of
them. Fatten up the old hens before they
begin to moult and eat or market them.
Sell them for such and nothing else, Feed
the younger stock so as to have them

winter layers. House them fairly well,
and sell the winter eggs at the highest
vrice to be obtained in the best market,
I have not presumed that either of the
above parties use incubators, as some pro-
gressive farmers do in order to have early
chickens of the same age.

FATTENING OF OLD AND YOUNG BIRDS
FOR MARKET.

I think I hear some one exclaim on read-
ing the above : *‘Just fancy ! He advises
the fattening of the old birds to sell on the
market. How dreadful!” Not so bad as
you think. Take a properly fattened
three-year-old Plymouth Rock hen, and
let it slowly simmer in boiling water for an
hour for every year of its age. Then stuff
it; let it brown for half an hour, and when
dished up it makes a good dinner. After
being boiled tender it may be preferred in
the shape of lpie. ‘“Tried it yourself ?"
Ves, dozens of times, and so have many
others who are up in poultry breeding. A
friend came to me some years ago when
I kept Plymouth Rocks on my own account,
and said, in a confidential manner, ** What
f‘lo_You do with your old Rock hens?"’
. Eat them,” I replied. ‘‘Oh,” said he,
‘I did not ‘think you were so well up.
When I want to enjoy the fully developed
gounry flavor I have an old thoroughbred
en, properly cooked, for dinner, Veal,
you know, is immature .meat; young
chicken is undeveloped poultry.” "I do
not endorse his whole statement. I give it
o' you as he made it. Perbaps I will
now met with the statement that the
great majority of our farmers have not
thoroughbred hens to market. Well, the
moral is obvions: Keep thoroughbred
poultry,

Scattering Weed Seeds.

In putting down the weeds the first
essential thing is to stop the scattering
of the seeds. In the late summer and
autumn seeds are blown about freely by
the wind, and are carried from one State to
another by birds, The ideal way is to cut
down the weeds before they go to seed ;
then neither bifds nor wind can scatter
them. But while every farmer might do
this there wonld still be enovgh weeds
left in the abandoned places and along the
roadsides to keep up the supply.

One of the most frequent methods of
spreading weeds is through the use of
manure that comes from unknown sources.
Manure that comes from city stables is
invariably free from all weed seeds, but
such fertilizer that comes from the country
is very apt to contain the seeds of noxious
weeds that will germinate and spread as
soon as applied to the land. The Canada
t} istle, pigweed, and innumerable other
pests of this character have spread through-
out the country through the manure more
than by the wind or railroads. Manure
full of weed seeds is not worth the room it
takes up, and one cannot be too careful in
avoiding it. Inthe'end it will cause more
trouble than it will do good. The farmer
who is so careless and shiftless as to let
weeds grow all over the manure pile, and
go to seed there, does not deserve to find a
customer for it.  Yet this is often the case.
Bagweed, golden-rod and pigweed cover
many a pile of manure in this country, and
there is no effort made to check their
growth before they go to seed. In the
winter time or carly spring this manure
is spread over the cultivated fields, with
the weed seeds in it, and the result is easily

uessed. With a little more care a good

eal of labor might be avoided. Weeds
should not be allowed to mature anywhere,
least of all those growing on or near the
manure heap.—W. E. Farmer, in Wis-
consin Agriculturist.

Perfect Satisfaction
in Every Province.

DIAMOND DYES
ARE TRUE HOME
FAVORITES.

‘41 find great pleasure in dyeing with the
wonderful Diamond Dyes. They make
old clothes, dresses, silks, feathers and
wool goods look as good as new.”’

:MRms. M. R. BELL,
Victoria Harbor, Ont.

*“ Have used the Diamond Dyes for many
years and they have proved true and sure
to color every time. They are without
doubt the best of all dyes.”

MRS. J. G. WALKER,
Quebec, P. Q.

“] am a farmer’s wife and have used
Diamond Dyes for years, aad am well
satisfied with them. ~ I highly recommend
Diamond Dyes ; they are the most valuable
and surest of all dyestuffs.”

Mgrs. A. HODGES,
Nicholsville, N. 8.

I have used a great many of the Dia-
mond Dyes and find them the best for
all kinds of dyeing; will have no other
kind for my work."”

MRS. Jas. HARRIS,
Robinsonville, N. B.

“1 have used the Diamond Dyes with

reat success. 1 recommend them to all
{‘ndics who wish to do their own dyeing.
For coloring dress goods they are just
perfect.”

MRrs. MCNRILL,
Stanley Bridge, P. E L

“The Diamond Dyes are a great success.
I have used them several times and they
always turn out lovely colors. I am de-
lighted with them.”

Mgs. JoHN LOWR,
West Selkirk, Man.

“We use the Diamond Dyes and finu
them fast and beautiful colors; they are
the best.”’

MgzsS. CHAS. JOHNSTON,
Montgomery, N. W, T.

“The Diamond Dyes are the best sold in
the country ; they always give me satis-
faction, and I will always praise them."”

MARY A. STREADMAN,
Vancouver, B. C.

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

(671) 15

The delicious “ twang " of Mlongsoon = Tea isone
of the attributes of its peerl;ééitril;;lity. The scent and p-l;l;_
geni:y of most funéy'package teas are asnear like the natural
flavor and “twang” of Mon‘soon;re_é :5 “the lifeless
glitter of a paste diamond is like the ﬂééhiﬁg-sparkle of a real
stone. Test MONSOON with a trial.

SEWING MACHINES.

Selling off SURPLUS STOCK

Great Bargains Offered in Pianos and Organs
New and Slightly Used

Also in NEW RAYMOND, NEW WILLIAMS and WHEELER & WILSON

USED SEWING MACHINES AT HALF PRICE

DON'T KEEP BACK because you cannot pay more than $3.00 per month

on a PIANO, $2.00 on an ORGAN and s0¢
WE SELL so we can SELL to your friends after we have sold to you.

MILLER BROS.,, 10§ and 03 Barrington St., HALIFAX, N.S.

r month on sewing machine.
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of refined musical taste buy’their Pianos and

m Organs from the W. H. JOHNSON COM-
m PANY, Ltd., 157 Granville Street, Corner of

Buckingham, Halifax.

PUREST, BES
I. NUI
ME |

FAOmARLY RAOW K EE 1826,
G 'f"'g'-g l;ﬂf&
Ere.CA

OHIMES, OGUE kPRICES F!

Agents Wanted at Once for

The War With Spain

Including battles on Sea and land. This
work, by a distinguished author, will be a
large, handsome volume of nearly 700
pages, and will contain a complete record
of the late Spanish-American War, includ-
ing Terms of Peace and Final Settlement.
Sold by subscription only, at the low price
of $1.75 in cloth, mnrbleg edges, and $2.50
in full morocco, gilt edges. Special dis-
counts to Agents who act at once. Can-
vassing Outfit by mail for 25¢.
terms to, R. A. H. MorRROW,

59 Garden St., St. John, N. B,
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Write for |

BERRIES

Should be plainly ad-
dressed.

Drop a Postal Card to the
Up-to-Date

COMMISSION MERCHANT

0. Wity

HALIFAX, N. 8.

And he'will mail you
SHIPPING CARDS.

dkkk
In the ‘‘ Tone,” which has always been a dis-
tingnishing feature, in delicacy of ‘* Touch,” in
ease of maunipulation, iu simplicity of construction

and perfect workmanahip, they stand unrivalled
and never fail to give satisfaction.

JAS. A.
MIDDLETON, N. S.

GATES & Co.

Winter Comfort

Make your house warm by put-
ting on Winter Sashes. It
will surprise you what a dif-
ference they will make.

A.CHRISTIE WOOD WORKING Co.
CITY ROAD, BT. JOHN, N B.

MARRIAGE
CERTIFICATES

Printed on Heavy Linen Paper,
8 x 11 inches at 3oc. per dozen.
For sale b
PATERSON & CO.,
Printers.
92 Germain Street  St. John, N. B,




