——

of Improvements.

DA AND CHE\(&I J
BRAL CLAIMS v

Nanaime \Hnlng Divis
strht Where lmltod—i(gﬁ
Island.
hat I, A. 8. Going, a
ird, free miner’s Lgftmﬁitlg
R l'ululer free miner’s cep-
9 and' B. H. John, free
pate  No. 50,681a, mleml
the date hereof, to appiy
Recorder for certlﬁeateﬂ of
or the purpose of Obtaining
f the above claims,

ke notlce that aetion, un-
mnst be commenced betore
kuch certificates of improve-

h day of October, 1809,
. 8. GOING.

NOTICE.

by given that application
b the Legislative Assembly
bia at its next session for
porate a company for the
uiring and operating the
operty of the Victoria &
Company, and to extend
to some convenient i
harbor of Vietoria !npotllll;
the city of Vietoria, and
nt harbor north of Shlnev
uintain and operate a rail
Sidney, or =ome point near
oint on the Mainland of
@, berween the momth of
r - and ‘the international
to build, equip, maintajn
ilway from such lasi point
cipalities and Districts of
Langley, Matsqui., . Somas
to the town of Chilliwvack,
lines in connection there.
mpany may from time tq
iisable; and to construct
docks, warehouses, steam.
and to do all other thinzs
xpedient to carry out the
id Company.

h day of November, A.D.

A. L. BELYEA
icitor for the Appllcan 8.

NOTICE.

by given that appHeation
the Legislative -Assembly
bia at ‘ts next session for
rating a company with
maintain, and operate a
m the head of Kitamaat
n, and any branch roads
erewith which may be of
he public and facllitate
isiness; to construct, main-
nd operate on, over, and
wagon road and -the said
ile or other vehicles for
passengers and freight,
meral transportation busi-
et and maintain wharves
sawmill plants  at acy
s, and to engage in the
B; to own and operate
g passengers and freight
including Gardners In-
ng inlets, arms or pas-
Il and deal in all kinds of
dise, fish, and farm pro-
y on business as general
and deal in cattle, horses,
all kinds of Mve stock: to
acquire and operate and
and smelters, and :to ac-
sell lands of any deserip-
timber., agriocultural and
0 acquire or lease from
bwn lands of any descrip-
m and acqnire any
tide flats at any point or
ven miles of the said
d to construct, maintain
phone and telegraph lines
at Arm and MHazelton,
hin a radius of fifty miles
gon road. and to do all
be conducive to the above
them.
a, B. C., the 31st day of
FRANK HIGGINH,
eitor for the Applicants.

NOTICE.

by given that an applica-
to the Legislative Assem-
nce of British Columbia
on, for an Act to fincor-
with power to construct,
and malntain a railway
ow gauge) for the ecarry-
and freight Trom some
pe Bay. in the District of
pver island, thence in a
ion by the most con-
ble route to a point ‘on
es; thence by the mo=st
le route to a point at the
Canal; _with power to
ne to the head wagers of
by the most feasible
ild and operate tramways
rewith. with power to con-
nd maintain branch lines
bridges, rcads, ways and
build, own and maintain
oks. in connection there-
ower to build,’own, equip
am and other vessels and
e the same on any navi-
ithin the Province; and
butld, equip, operate and
bh and telephone lines in
the said railway and

p generate electricity for
ht, heat and power; and
other purpose mentiened
, 82 and 8% of the “Water
tion Act, 1897,”’ and to do
pary or Iincidental to the
1 or any eof the objects
paid sections; and with
late lands for the purposes
, and tc acquire lands,
8 or other aids from any
cipal corporation or o'her
B; and to levy and collect
parties using. and eon all
over, any of such roads,
y8, ferries, wharves, and
the Company; and with
trafic or other arrange-
way, steamboat or other
for all other necessary or
powers or privileges in

ty of Victoria this twenty-
ember, A. D. 1809,
ODWFRLL & DUFF,
ors for the Applicants.

NOTICE.

given that 30 days after
make application to the
Chief Commissioner of
8 for a special license to
vay timber from the foi-
lands situated in Cariboo
cing at a stake pianted
from French road and
psterly direction from the
pad, thence westerly 100
atherly 50 chains, thence
ins, thence northerly 50
t of commencement, con-
more or less.
JOHN J. MASON.
, B.C., Nov. 1st, 1899.

Il pay $12.00 a week sal-
man or woman to repre-
Monthly Magazine as a
citor. The Midland ¥
8 McClures or the Cos-
now in its sixth year
Magazine of this kind
great Central West. A
lun: given to each eub-
cents for a copy of the
mium list to the Twen-
hblishing Co., St. Louls,

SSTEEL
PILLS

DR IRRECULARITIES.

pple, Pil Cochia, Penny-
yal, &c

lnu. or t free for
N8, LTD., Victeris,
armaceutica) = Chemist,

wmwww

$1.50 nnnum. $l 50
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Fighting Near
Modder River

Pretoria Dispatch Says Hostili-
ties Were Resumed on Wed-
nesday Morning.

Gatacre Reinforced and He Is Ex-
pected to '.l‘a.ke the Offen-

gt

The Boers Are Mounting More
Heavy Guns Around ‘WHite's
Position.

(Assodiated’ I’ress.)

London, Dec. 8. —While there is noth-
ing iu the latest m.ssages from ihe Berit-
ish camp-at Modder River which indi-
cated an <mmediate advance, it appears
that  fightiug
was resumed ‘on Wednesday.

that Pretoria has naws
It is not
shown, however, whether Gen. Methuen
has advanced on the new position taken
up by the Boers,  or merely engaged in
a reconnaissance in force,

Reported Relief of Mafeking.

Reports were ngsin current at Orange
River on Tuesday, Dec. 5th, that Mate-
king had been relieved.

It is kndwn- through dispatches from
Magalapyé that preparations were com-
pleted there to advance ‘im force on:.
Nov. 15th - from Rhodesia, for the pur-
pose of repairing the railroad line and
restoring - communication.  with' Colonel
Baden-Powell. :

The Bowers, however, were strongly
entrenched near Gaberones, midway be-
tween Magalapye and Mafeking.

_ Reinforcements for Gatacre.

Reinforcements are rapidly arriving at
Sterkstroom to strengthen:General Gat-
aere, ineluding -the much ‘nm_}‘éed-'r\artﬂ—»
G’I‘V

The authorities expect speedy news that
(Gatacre has taken the offensive, thus
diverting a portion of the Orange Free
State. forces. now obstructing
vance of  General - Methuen,

. Skirmish With Boers,

A detachment of. Cape police had a
skirmish with Boers on Thursday, Dec.
7th, near Indwe, while Gen. French re-
ports important reconnoitering on
Wednesday, Dec. 6th, from Naauwpoort,
showing preparations to attempt the re-

capture of some of the British towns oc-

cupied by burghers.
In Communication With White,

A war office dispatch from Buller con-
firms the statement that heliographic
communiecation has been fully establish-
ed with Ladysmith, and Buller and
White have been wconferring as to their
future movements.

wmtmmn,

A Dispatch Prom Pretoria Reports Fighting
Near Modder River—Dissensions in
the Boer Camp.

Pretoria, Wednesday, Dec. 6.—F'ight-

ing commenced near Modder River at € !

o’clock this morning.

London, Deec. 8, 6.25 p.m.—The war
office has just jssued the following:

“No further news has arrived from
General Methuen to-day, but the fol-
lowing has been received from - the
Orange River station:

“A railroad culvert was blown up near
Graspan this morning. The telegraph
was also cut. ¢

“Guides report heavy firing of guns«n
the north.”

The foregoing implies the Boers cut

:the :line *of communication behind Gen. |

Methuen, who is apparently fighting.
Cronje’s Complaint.

New York, Dec. 8.—The Herald to-
day prints the following advices from
special correspondents to the London
Telegraph:

Modder River, Monday.—It is reported

that serious dissensions have broken out |

in the Boer camp between the 'I'rans-
vaalers and Free Staters. Gen. Cronje.
insists on putting Transvaaler officers in
command of the Free State forces, and
says that the latter will not:fight.

+A’ Capadian Killed

Québec, 'Dec.” 8.—News ‘was regeived

the ad-’

,{here to-day that Bertie Nathan, form-
|erly a member of Quebec High schaol
cadets and of the Eighth Royal Rifles,
who enlisted -in the Grenadier Guards
some years ago, was killed at the battle

of Belmont. He was born and educated

N AL

in this city,

Ladysmith and the Battcries Are
Werkir g Steadily.

present status of the war in the T'rans-
vaal a cable from London to the Trib-
une says that two great battles are tm-
_pending before Lndysmxth and  Kimber-
ley.

One leading English journal, impress-
ed with the convictipn that the situation
of White’s army is ecritical, deprecates
delay and well nigh raises a-ery of *On
to Ladysmith.” It has also published

Gen. Cronje has received from Natal
‘and Mafeking, to enable him to make a
strong stand at Spyt'fontei; The war
office, however, is satisfied to allow Gen.
“Buller a-free hand.

The gravest feature of the situation
in Natal is the marked improvement in
the artillery practice of the Boer bat-
teries, around -Ladysmith, While the
naval gun-had knocked out a big Cren-
zot and a howitzer; two more siege guns
‘had been brought-up, and according to
the London Times dispatches, three
Creuzots, four big howitzers, two batter-
ies of long range ﬂeid'guns and other
heavy  ordnance were working steadily.
The range, ‘moreover, had been reduced
1 all.round the garrison.

Gen. Buller not only knows these

the first blow.

now. estimated at - 27,000,
Clery will ‘have not less than 20,000
men for operations on either flank of
Colenso.

Bombardment of Ladysmith;

London, Dee. 8.—Latest advices from
Frere camp show the bombardment of
Ladysmith was continued on Thursday,
Deec. Tth. A pneumatic gun on Umubu-
lawana hill commeﬁced%he work,

The Tugela river is low.

Free Staters are reported to be looting
Acton Halnies on tie way back to the
Free State border.

Steamer Captured.

London, Dec. 8—A special dispatch
from Capetown announces that the Brit-
ish gunboat Partridge captured the
British! ‘Steamer ‘Mashona, which
New York on, Novehber 3rd, via St. Vin-
: cent, November 16th, laden with flour
for the Transvaal.

The cargo will be landed at Capetown
land the ship released.’

l Cabinet Council. !

| .. London, Dec. 8 —The ecabinet held a
Itwo hours’ session to-day. Lord Salis-

| bury ‘had recovered his health sufficiently
to presxde

——
London, Dee. 9—F\*0m the annoqunce-

mentt that how1uem and eava’ry have
i reached Geneml Methuen and that Gen.
{Buller has received the heavy artillery
for “hxeh he was “mtmg, it:is thought
:the advance ‘will no longer be delayed,
and news of important.batties in both
"i-ix‘ect.i()u‘s is expocted soon,
Ready for Sharp Fighting,
Besides fcréshadowing

Gen:
" the’ fact that he has ordered
200 stretcher bearers from Pietermaritz-
burg to assist

i-advance, '

thg regular ambulance
fighting.

- The latest pigeon . from
furnished Gen. ~Buler~with an-important
map sent by Gen. White,
showing ' the disposition of the Boer
forces and the vulnerable points,

Bridge Completed.

Engineers at Frere camp have done a

-good week’s

! work in completing
( trestle
i fe(ff‘ ;

thi'eveley.
Duni-Dum Bullets Seized.

chrs Have Mounted Heavy Gums Around-

evidence of large reinforcements, which |

facts, but has provided ‘so strong a relief |
column that the siege will be practically | 4,4 earried Lomtard’
raised as soon as Clery is ready to strike | i held ‘by the Boers, and ‘in which were:

left ¢ 4 .
: {ed advance for the reliaf of Ladysmith

Buller’s |

corps, indicates that he anticipates sharp |

Ladysmith |

1% The

belonging to disloyal Dutch, have been
seized..

dicate that the Boer position' there is
exceptionally strong.
Prisoners at Bloemfontein,

The war office has received the follow-
ing dispatch from Gen, Forestier-Walker,
British commander at Capetown: “The
Free State reports that
there are 35 prisoners at Bloemfontein,
inciuding of . the
Twelfth severely

go vernment
Lieut.  Tristram,

Lanecers, who is

"

'imm m&héﬂ from
Bloemfoatein - say everybody has been
compelled to do military duty, including
Mr., Fraser, chairman of the Volksraad.

The Free Staters, it is alleged; have
decided not to defend Bloemfontein, as
it is not fortified, but to make a stand
at Bainsvlei, .south-west of Bloemfon-
tein,

Specia reports say. President Steyrne’s
mind is failing,

st A

Excursionists Visit Ladysmith.

According to dispatches from Lady-
smith excursionsarerunning weekly from
Pretoria, bringing numbers of gaily at-
tired Dutch women ‘who take up points
of vantage on the hills and closely sean
the proceedings in the town.

"Siege Train Shipped.

A siege train was shipped to Soutﬁ

Affrica to-day from Southampton,

I
WML
British Capture Lombard’s knp - Creuzot Gra

and Howitzer Destrayed—Boers Advanc-
‘Ing to Meet Estcourt Column.

Roer Head Laager, Ladysmith, Dec. .
—The British made a sortie between 1
i and 2 o’'clock in'the morning,

They crawled up a ravine and Btormed
s Kop, which was

“1iplaced a Creuzot gun and a how.tzer,

-~Lhe; British. .forces-in-lower Natal gre Jp!‘h”sse guns were degtwyed with dynam- |
and Gen. T tte;

British captured a Maxim gun
and then retired.

The Lamcers, Hussars and Guards
made a sortie west of Ladysmith under
cover of .a heavy artillery fire, which
the Boers returned briskly.

The British afterwards
Ladysmith. :

returned to

b:en sl'ght.

A strong: burgher column has crossed
the Tugela river at Colenso with the ob-
ject of attacking the British Estcourt
column.

The Advance .to Colenso.

New York, Dec. 9.—A London cable

to the Herald says that the long expect-

| has begun in a movement toward Col-
enso, and that the Boers are concentrat-
ing their attention ron provisioning for
a retreat from Piete‘rmﬂritz‘bgrg.
Shelling “Ladysmith Hospital,

New York, Dec. 9.—A special to
World, dated Ladysmith, Dec.
tains the Ioleving.:

“The Boers spent Thursday in shelling
the towm, eSpecially the hospital in the
town hall in the afternoon.
| kitied and wounded
Twelve hospital
wounded.

“Gemermal White had wafned the Boer
commander that the town hall was used

oro nine men.

orderlies ' are now

further fire,

“The Boer guns are being fired with |

| great accuracy, but the luck of the Brit-

ish continues,” z

Coolies Starving.

presumably |

Court Martial.
Ladysmith, Dec. 8.—Major Brazmus

| and Leiut, Malan will be tried by court '
; martial in connection with the loss of :

' guns,

the |
bridge, a distance of over 200 :
and an armored train is now re- |

¥ o / !
airing the line in the neighborhood of
1P % & ; General Gatacre Commences His Advance—

‘The news from Cape Colony is not sat- I

" isfactory wfrom the Brmsh point of view.
Small outpost sermlshers have occupied
vanous pomts and at Queo-nst(mn a
qiiantity of rifles and ammunition, In-
¢luding dum-dum bullets and Martini’s

v

(APE COLONY,

Three Thousand British Troops Are
Marching on Colesbarg.

London, Dec, 9.—A special dlspatch
from Pretoria, dated Friday, Dee. 8th,
says 3,000 British troops, precceded by
an armored train, are advancmg on
Colesburg from Naauwpoort.

The latest adviees from Stormberg in-

The Boers losscs are reported to have.

the !
Tth, con-

One shot l

as a hospital, but warning only produced

Frere Camp, Dee. 9—Twe hundred and x
| thirty-four coolies; whom- (Gen. White re- ;
f\med to recexve at Ladysmlth have ar- |

Howitzers for Methuen,

New. York, Dec. 9.—A London cable
to the “Tribune says:

“Lord Methuen will soon receive six
of the eighteen howitzers which arrived
in South Afriea a few days ago. The re-
maining twelve have gone to Durban to
be sent to Gen. Buller,

deldying their advance awaiting the ar-
rival of these powerful guns.

“These are guns equal to the best ar-
tillery in possession of the Boers, and are
cap@ble of discharging at long range
lyd.ite shells of ﬁfty pounds Owing

: ¥ hic) an official ‘se

ord ‘Methuen’s infantry would have
greatly ‘protected ‘against loss ‘had
howitzers been added to his ar-
txlle}'y force ‘before.”
i “Purchase of Mules,

1
8t Louis, Mo. : Dec. -9—Capt, Mar-
shall, an’ officier in the British ammy,
| hasiclosed a contract with-a local firm

for 1,000 ‘Missouri mules, to be lused in
South Africa.

" LORD METHUEN'S TROOPS.
i Infantry.
Scots Guards, 1st bu.bta.rﬁon aend re-

Coldstream Guards, 1st and 2nd- bat- iy
talions

| Greénadler Guards, 2nd and $rd bat-
talions

Loyal North Lanca’s’hkres, part of 1st
battalion

Northumberland Fusﬂlers,
talion g

Northamptonshiresy 2nd battalion ...

South Yorkshire Light, 2nd battalion

1st Argyle and Sutherland Highland-

1st bat-

Ninth Lancers
New Bouth Wales Lancers
Fledd Artlllery.
Sixty-second Battery, with 6 guns...
Seventy-fifth battery, with 6 guns...
: Naval Brigade.
Royal: Marines from battleship Mon-
arch .
Detachment rrom cruiser Powerful,
with 10 guns . .....
Detgchment from cruiser Dorls wlth

thal fotree

Banquet to Visiting anmess Men Last
Night Was a Great Success.

.__0__
(Special to the Times.)

Graud Ferks, Dee. 9.—Last evening’s
banquet to the visiting business men
made a vecord of which the bright little
city;-hag reason to ke proud. - In the

Yale were seated 200 gnests. Speeches
were:made by .distinguished members of
| the party and were calenlated to have a
very marked influence in promoting the
prime object .of .the trip, in.increasing
the bonds of union -which should.exist
between' business men of thé coast and
interior. The speech of.the evening was

to the toast of the “Dominion and Pro-
vincial Parliaments,” to which Senator
Reid and Thos. Earle, M. P., also re-
| sponded. The toasts ef “Sister Cities,”
proposed by, Mr. McLeod, Grand Forks,
was responded-to by Mayor Goodeve,
Rossland; 'F. McQuade, Victoria; F. Bus-
combe, .J. C. - Maclagan, . J. A. Harvie,
Fort Steele; J. W. Maedonald, Nelson,
and ‘“Miping Interests,” proposed by Mr,
Gosnell,, was responded . ‘to by~ J.'J,
Campbell, of the Hall mines: smelter,
Songs and music-enlivened the .even-
ing’s proceedings.
- This mornipg the party visited Gran-
by smelter, the mines and other points
of interest,
_They eft at 10,30 for Robson, thence
to Nelson for to-night,

MEETING OF PARLIAMENT.
: i
Another Proposal‘ to Build a Railway
From Pyramid to Dawson,

U s
(Special to the Times.)

Ottawa, Dec. 8 —Parliament has been
further prorogued to Jamuary 22nd.

Logan, Jenks and Outbit, of Amher-
est, N, 8., will make application_at the
next session. of Parliament for an act
i to incorporate a cuompany to construet
a railway from a point -at or pear
I Pyramid Harbor Inlet, near thke head of
{ Lynn wcanal, or from the international
. boundary line near the village of Kluck-
{ Wwan, northerly to Dalton’s p-st on Dal-
ton trail, and following the Dalton trail
to Fort Selkirk, thence ¢ontinuing by
the most feasible Toute to Dawsorn City.

AGAINST AMERICANS,

-—o.—-
(Assoclated Press.)

Santiage, de Cuba, Dec, 9.—The meet-
ing held at the Antomo Maceo Club last
evening to ceiebrate the anniversary of
the death of Maceo, developed a violent
patriotic demonstration  against the
Americans, This club represents the
national party and is composed of color-
ed people. One prominent colored poll-
| ticlan said the time was nearly ripe for

the spirit of free Cuba tc leap from the
. gmave of Maceo, and drive the intruders
' from the island.
1 ‘The local press violently
| President MeKinley’s message.

VENEZUPLAN INSURRBCTION.

PR
(Associated Press.)

(‘araccas, Venezuela; Dec, 9.—A great
{‘battle is expected to take place to-day
‘at Maracaibo, The - gowernment - has
! stopped all private messages. An Ameri-
can‘skeamer was not permitted to enter
" the harbor.” The report that the Colom-
bo army will invade Vénezuela -is un-

criticises

' true,

;' ‘pléce of ar’tm‘er‘y_:t‘ the ’ba-tﬂe
and were outclassing the British, !

«fire; - The 'Boer artiflery " 'was

. ade begun, the cannons at Ladysmith re-

“It is said the two generals have been - Methuen's Columu is Now Ready

|

well and cheerful,

'numbers, but all within ‘the town are
. The War in B2~

South Africa

to Cross the Modder
River.

For the Relief of Ladysmith--

London, Dec. 8. —A dispatch from Gen.
Methuen's ferce at Modder River, dated
Tuesday. Dee. 5th:

“Bocers are seen daily passing between
Syptfontein and Jacobsdale Ilaagers.
They ' frequently fire on patrols. The
Mounted Imnfantry received severe fire |
while patrolling &ix miles towards the

’nortlL from a’ hill,  but there were mno

: at Kimberley.”

| Twelfth Lancers; wounded, four men.”
i

MWTA; QD AT GRAND FORKS :

1

gniﬁeent diping hall of: the FMel"

made by Hon. T. Magne Daly in reply |

i

casua. ‘ties, |
“An hour's canon ﬁnng has beeu heard

_ The foliowing dispatch, dated 9
o’clock Friday evening, was sent to the.
war offic: by Gen, F()l‘estleh\‘hl ker from
Capetown.: :
“Telegraph and railway = communica-
tion to Modder River has been reopened. |
“A battery of field artillery and a bat- !
talion of infantry were dispatched from
Modder River against Commandant |
Prins Loss’s force of 1,000 Boers with |
one gun, who had destroyed the rail-
road. Our losses were 14 wounded. !
“Belmornt has been strengthened - by
infantry, two guns and a cavalry regi-
ment, o
“Troops from Naauwpoort
Arundel” yesterday (Thursday).
*“Lord Maothuen reports casualties, De- |
cember 6th, on patrol duty:  Missing,
Lieut. Tristram and four men of the

occupied ,

Ready to Cross the River.

Londor, Dee, 9.—The Times has the
following from Modder River, dated De- |
cember 5th:
ram\ay bridge is rapidly - approaching |
completion. Will cross to-morrow. After
extraordinary exertions the pontoon °
bndge Jns ‘been completed.” i

/8 restopation: ofthe. zai .

way hfbs a Ion of anxiety here,
dangers&til? threaten his forces.
Position of Boers,

London, Dec. 8.—A dispatch issued by :
the Boer agency in Berlin says:

“Commandant Prins Loss’s force s
near Jacobsdal, between Modder river
and Riet river,

“Gen. Cronje is shll on the: northern
bank of Modder river, his rear being pro-
tected by fortified positions at Syptfon- |
tein, The hills between Modder river |
and Spytfontein, and those between
Pacobsdal nnd Riet nver are occupied by
the Boers.

“Commandant Delarri’s force is sta-
t'oned between Graspan and Honeynest
Koof.”

If this Berlin dispatch is correct—and
it is specially significant when judged in
connection with Gen. Forestier-Walker's !
advices to the war office—there . must
be 15,000 Boers around Lord Methuen,
who is believed to have 11,000 - men.
Kimberley, however, possessing gn ar-
mored train, can materially assist Me-

thuen by harassing the Boers from the
rear,

but

Opposing Gatacre.
London, Dec 9.—Gen. Foresticr-Walk-

er cables from Capetown as follows:

i a large force, strength unknown; and at
! Molteno ulbout 8,000.” ;

“The Boer forces near Gen. Gatacre’s
column are teported as follows:

“At Dordrecht, 800; marching from
Jamestown to Dordrecht, 700, with six
guns at Stormberg, 1500 at Waterfall,

Boer Account of Modder River Battle.

London, Deec. 9.—A special dispatch

. from Lorenzo Marquez, says the Modder '

i
.

River battle was described by a Boer
correspondent with General Cronje as
“One of the fiercest ever experienced.”
The correspondent goes on: ‘“General !
Cronje’s wing sustained almost soley
the fearful. attaek" of the British right
throughout the day. The Transvaalers
held their positions until seven in the
evening, when the Free State troops
were forced to retire by the heavy Brit-
ish shell fire. Cronje retired under cover
of darkness after receiving the concewn-
trated fire of all the SBritish batteries.
The Boers freely acknowledged the
Herculean assaults of the British and
ybe denth-dispensing fire of the attack-
ing infantry. They .held their position |
thirteen h(mrs against the flower of the |
British army, replying solely with their :
Mausers maintaining uninterrupted rifle
sitenced”
early in the battle through the over-

whelming number of the, British artil-
lery.”

s o
SITUATION IN NATAL,

AR R
Report that the British Are

Advancing on.Colenso.

Boers

SEDR | R

Pretoria, Dec, 7.—A dispatch of  to-
day’s date has been’ received from the
head laager near Ladysmith:

“The British are advancing on Colen-
so, -but last night passed without an |
attack, There was a desumltory cannon-

plying vigorously to our fire,”
From Ladysmith.
Ladysmith, Dec. 7. via Wienen.—The :
British ' casuzlties since’ November 1st
have been 5§ officers and 26 men killed.
15 “officers ‘and 130 men ' wounded, and
three missing.
The Boers are still around us in large

! ed upon them with several
! puns.. which. however, were fortupately

‘“The river is low and the | rifle. fosilade.”

! enemy.
| ward, y
! the enemy's works and, the ground was

! swept over our-heads,
i the opposite bavk they. climbed and stood
" on level ground. expos:d.to the enemy’'s
| fire.

' The ' infantry

_ household last Sunday eveming,
i Osborne and his wife were at chureh.
: The .girl cannot account for her zetion,
: and says her employers have treated her
_ with, the utmost kindness sirce being m

{ flames were extingu'shed before

THE BATTLE OF MODDER RIVER.

The following is an account of the
battle of Modder River telegraphed to
the San Francisco Examiner by its spe-
cial correspondent, Alfred Kinnear:

Modder River, Nov. 29.—General Lord
Methuen marched northward from the
last battlefield at Belmont with the
knowledge that another and severe battle
would have to be fought. He had ascer-
tained that the Boers, .in strong forces
on ‘both sides of the Modder river, would
dispute our passage to the last extrem~
ity.

We rested well on \[onday night ' a

right, another well on the left. Soon af-
ter five o’clock we came in touch with

: the enemy,

Our Artlle y Opened Fire.

After half an hour of shelling the Ninth
Lancers and mounted. .infantry went
forward and found the Boersg in a farm,
i hetel grounds and pleasure zardens, but
apparently not in ‘force, ‘All,the build-
ings were surrounded by low walls, be-
hind which huadrels f B)rer marksmen
could ‘be concealed. :
General ‘Pole-Carew’s brigade, on the
left, was s nt to make a feint aitick :n

. the ‘hope that they wouid draw the en-

emy awuy, while  the Guards’  brigade

: foreed a passage of the riveri- All this
_time a terrific artillery and rifle fire was

in progress. - About 9 o’clock the Laneers

| became engaged with the ememy., As they
i retired the Guards swere pushed forward
' to the bui'dings mentioned. Little sign
{ of life could be sean until the’ Guards
| got-~vithin, 100 yards of the low walls,
' then

A Murlerous, Appall'ng Fire

! opencd upon our men. The walls of the
i fanm buildings veomited coantinwous tor-

rents of lead. It was almost an. ambush.
The Grenadiers, the leading iregiment,

‘arpearel to be almost (lrared  “off - the

ground by the storm of bullets © The

' Guards fell back and took what cover

they could. All the time the Boers play-
‘Hotchkiss

fired too high to do much executiono Bhe

i fire from. the Boer machine guns ~split

and dirabled a Maxim® belonging: to the
Scots Guards,

~Bnitish' troops seldom. faced sueh &
They
Never Once saw the l!ancmy

and wereunable to raise head or fout
from tbe gmund without being - riddled.

s to -advanee -
o fire.- By a
series of sh-ort T es odr men at last
sought to get to closer guarters with the

The Br.t:ish strove to press for-
pouring volley after " volley imto

strewn with our dead. The British of-

, ficers set the example to their men, sacri-
| ficing themselves

unhesitat'ngly, . T'hus |
fell Co’one! St(vp.’ord cf the Coldstream
Guards.

At ‘length the Scots Guards reached
the bed of a dried up water course, and
dashcd 1nto it wh le: the enemy’s buUets
Up the slope to

The cover afford:d. by the water
course was gone, They were assal.cd by
a ‘murderous fire and the Boers
Simply Rained Bullets
on.our forces, No one coald live under
the fire and the lusses were heavy.
Meanwhile the Greenadiers, Cold-
streams, - Northumberlands 7, ana  righ-
landers were pushing op both sides or
the .railway line, which is higher than
the surrounding plan_ Every ope who
tried to adva..ce ulong it wus hit. 'L'he
whole line was now- about €U0 yards
from the south bank of the river, tak-
advantage of the little cover procurable.
lay for hours returning
the Boer fire, still nct one of the enemy-
could be seen. By this time artillery fire.
had been brought to bear against the-

farm buildings; scores of shells weat:
i through thém, and the walls were soom:
{ riddled.
. fire, but thr

QOnce 'the farm house was on.
cugh a'l the -
. Siorm of Sto: and Shell

the Boers held their position with =
grim tenacity that was ltt.le less than

i marvelous. ®

Late in the afle.noom part of Pole-
Carew’s brigade -managed to get across
the river, far down'to the left, and main-
tained their foothold. We lay eon eur
arms that night, fuly expectinrg another
day’s terrific struggle, but during the
night the Boers quietly withdrew acrose
the river into their intrenchments om fhe '
orrth side! carrying wost of their dead
and wounded. Thus we gained the ficld,
but at enormous cost, nearly 500 of ours .
being dead or wounded.

A GIRL’'S CONFESSION,

s
(Associnted Prees.)
Bowmanville, Dec. 9.—Ida Knight, a
grl of thu‘tmn, employ.d as a domest.c
at. Osb-rne’s farm house, conﬁsged to
committing the outr#gesus aet in that
while

their service. She has been rémanded
for trial at tho-next assiges.

The house was entered. it was syppos-
ed by masked men, and the servant and
children criven rps‘ai-s and paris green

i was_ mixed. in the filour and . everything

eatable; a guauntity of straw, papner, etec.,
in the kitchen was ignited. but the
any
damage.was done.

CANADIAN APPFAL.

R Ui}

(Associnted Press.)
London, Dec. 9.—The Privy Council has
allowed *the appeal in the ecase of the

| Queen vaersus Demois, from the judgment
of the Queen’s Bench of TLower Canada.




