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AN UNNATURAL MOTHER.MOST EMPTY 

THE RESERVOIR
REPORT ON PLAGUE CONDITIONS.ZELAYA’S ARMY 

IS ON MARCH
Lords should be confined to the func­
tions proper of the second chamber, 
and that the absolute veto must go. 
The government was unanimous, he 
Said, In demanding the absolute con­
trol of the finances by the House of 
Commons, the maintenance of free 
trade and an effective curtailment of 
limitation of the power tit the House 
of Lords.

The meeting carried a resolution de­
claring unabated confidence In Mr. As­
quith's leadership. David Lloyd 
George, the Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer, who moved a vote of thanks 
to the chairman of the meeting, re­
ceived an ovation.

Washington, D. C., Dec. 9.—Attention 
to the plague conditions on the Paci­
fic poast is given by the surgeon gen­
eral of the Public Health and Marine 
hospital service in his annual report, 
which was made public yesterday. No 
cases of human plague occurred in San 
Francisco during .1909, he says, and 
there were but four cases of rat plague. 
The effect of .the inspection by the ser­
vice in San Francisco he continues, 
has been to place that city in a satis­
factory sanitary condition.

■Held Son’s Hand Against Red Hot 
Stove to Punish Him for Dis­

obedience.

San Francisco, Cal., Dec. 11.—Found 
guilty on a technical charge of battery, 
Mrs. Lillian Hooper, who held her baby 
son’s hand against a red hot stove to 
punish him for a childish disobedience, 
was sentenced to-day to spend 30 days 
in the county jail. The child was 
brought into court to-day and the 
seared little hand exhibited as evi­
dence against the unnatural mother.

EXPERT ARTHUR ADAMS
WANTS THIS DONE

PREPARING FOR ATTACK
ON BLUEFIELDS

Sends Important Letter to the 
Council—Mayor Maintains 

Silence.

Panic Reigns in Nicaragua City 
—May Fall Into Hands of 

Government.
SAWMILL WILL BE

BUILT NEAR MIDWAY NEW GOVERNOR 
IS SWORN IN

JAPANESE OPEN 
PORT ARTHUR Logging Operations to Begin 

Soon—Plant Will Be in Op­
eration Next Year.

Mayor Hall did not make his prom­
ised statement respecting the Smith's 
Hill serevoir at Friday's meeting of 
the city council, but the letter from A. 
L. Adams, the water expert, came to 
hand with information which puts a 
new light on the whole controversy 
surrounding that piece of civic work. 
Mr. Adams points out that the city 
should have emptied the reservoir and 
examined the bottom, as he repeately 
suggested. Why this action was not 
taken was explained to the press after 
the meeting by Water Commissionej 
Raymur.

A few days ago Mr. Raymur had, at 
the instance of the council, sent the 
following telegram to Mr. Adams:

“People much worked up over reser­
voir. Council also feels very strongly 
on matter. Leakage three-quarters of 
an inch at seven feet nine inches. 
Council thinks you should come, report 
and advise without payment either for 
fees or expenses. Reply.

The reply was as follows:
“Dear Mr. Raymur:

“Your message of the 4th Inst, is at 
hand, to which I have replied as fol­
lows :

“Will leave both compensation and 
expense to be adjusted when defects 
are ascertained and responsibility 
placed.

New Orleans, La., Dec. 11.—Zelaya's 
army, strengthened by several hun­
dred recruits from the interior, are 
marching upon Bluefields to-day, ac­

cording to a cablegram received here. 
The city is said to be panic-stricken.

Estrada has thrown out his outposts 
to meet the attacking army, but it is 
rumored that the revolutionary force is 
inferior in numbers to the army Ze- 
laya has mobilized.

Estrada sympathizers apparently are 
consumed with a fear that the city is 
doomed to fall into the possession of 
the Zelayans. All that will save the 
city, they claim, is the landing of 
marines from the American vessels.

Reports from the front heretofore, 
have indicated that the revolutionists 
were superior in numbers and equip­
ment to the dictator's troops. It is 
said, however, that Zelaya’s agents^ 
have been exceedingly active during' 
the last two weeks and many con­
scripts have been added to their ranks.

For more than two weeks Zelaya’s 
army has been lying in the vicinity of 
Rama. Estrada’s forces, expecting an 
attack, had erected fortifications and 
dug trenches about the town, which 
were interspersed with tangled barb 
wire. Several minor engagements about 
Rama, in which the revolutionists were 
signally victorious, led the defenders 
to believe that the dictator was plan­
ning a massed attack in the near fu­
ture.

That Zelaya was covering his actual 
intent to move upon Bluefields is now 
evident. The defenders of the city are 
said to have been woefully weakened 
by the removal of most of their forces 
to Rama, where it was -believed Ze­
laya would centre his attack. The cun­
ning of the former president was il­
lustrated by his strategic move on 
Bluefields. 
patched to Rama bearing news of the 
impending attack. It is deemed doubt­
ful that they can break through the 
line Zelaya is reported to have thrown 
in the van of his main force.

Zelaya’s army, numbering 4,000 men, 
Is expected to be within rifle range of 
Bluefields by nightfall and a night at­
tack is expected.

Hundreds of women and children, in­
cluding many Americans, have been 
rushed aboard the American battle­
ships in the harbor for protection.

Estrada, according to reports, was 
completely outwitted by the unexpect­
ed movement of the Zelayans, and it 
will be several hours before reinforce­
ments can be rushed to Bluefields.

General Vasquez's negotiations with 
the revolutionists near Rama yester­
day, in which he intimated that hp 
might surrender if he were given gen­
erous terms, is now believed to have 
been a part of the strategy the dicta­
tor planned.

The report that the soldiers will be 
permitted free range when the city is 
captured has created consternation in 
Bluefields. Every effort to take the 
women and children to places of safety 
is being made.

HON. T. W. PATERSON
TAKES OATH OF OFFICE

INCREASE OF TRADE
EXPECTED TO RESULT

Greenwood,- Dec. 10.—The Boundary 
Mining & Exploration Company has 
sold a- tract of land comprising about 
ten acres, to the owners of the Ing­
raham creek timber limits. It is un­
derstood that the consideration' was 
$100 per acre. It is the intention of 
the purchasers to erect a mill imme­
diately on this site, and it is planned 
to have the mill in operation by the 
coming summer.

A. G. Lambert & Co., of Nelson, are 
said to be interested in the deal, being 
associated with some Ontario mill men. 
They hold an extensive body of excel­
lent timber on Ingraham creek and log­
ging Operations are expected to begin 
at an early date.

The Ford fruit land project Is being 
pushed to a successful issue, the coal 
developments are daily growing in im­
portance, and the new mill will add 
another industry.

steps Taken in Connection With 
Colonization Policy in 

Manchuria.

Ceremony Took Place on Sat­
urday and Was 

Simple.

Hon. Thomas Wilson Paterson was 
sworn in as Lieutenant-Governor of 
British Columbia at 11 o’clock on 
Saturday by Rodolphe Boudreau, clerk 
of the *Privy Council, who came out 
from Ottawa for the purpose.

The simple ceremony took place in 
the executive council chamber at the 
government buildings and was strictly 
private, not even the press being ad­
mitted. Hon. Price Ellison, Chief 
Commissioner of Lands, represented 
the government, and the only others 

present were Hon. James Dunsmuir, 
the outgoing holder of the office, and 
H. J. Muskett, private secretary to the 
Lieutenant-Governor.

Mr. Boudreau read the King’s com­
mission appointing Mr. Paterson, and 
then administered the oath of office, 
after which the new Lieutenant-Gov­
ernor signed the roll of governors 
which is kept in the Privy Counc: 
office at Ottawa.

At the request of the Premier the 
table of the chamber, was beautifully 
adorned with flowers.

At the conclusion of the ceremony a 
flash-light photograph was taken of 
the little group.

Tokio, Dec. 11.—The Japanese foreign 
department to-day admitted that a de­
cision has been reached to open Port 

’ Arthur to foreign trade, placing it upon 
the same footing as the port of Dalny. 
This step was taken, it was explained, 
as a necessary procedure in the fur­
therance of the Japanese colonization 
policy in Manchuria.

Dalny was made a free port at the 
time of the Russo-Japanese war and 
following this move in the direction 
of commercial freedom, its trade in­
creased by leaps and bounds. The de­
cision on the part of the Japanese for­
eign offices to open Port Arthur on 
the same terms provides two free ports 
on the Southern Manchurian penin­
sula, and is expected confidently to 
result in an enormous increase of 
Oriental trade with the commercial na­
tions of Europe and the United States.

KILLS SEVEN AND 
ENDS OWN LIFE

AWFUL CRIME OF “It seems evident enough that the 
council, and perhaps yourself, have 
wholly misconstrued the spirit of my 
recent letter. I am Just as fervently 
convinced as I have ever been that 
fundamentally there is nothing the 
matter with the Smith’s Hill reservoir, 
that is so far as the plans and specifi­
cations under which it was built are 
concerned. I fully appreciate, however, 
the difficulties, political and otherwise, 
under which the members of the coun­
cil and yourself rest, and my reason 

Marseilles, France, Dec. 11.—Suddenly for offering to come to Victoria with­
out compensation other than expenses, 
was to evince lny sincere desire to do 
anything in my power to ascertain the 
defects leading to the leakage of this 
reservoir and to advise you to the most 
effective and cheapest remedy.

"I had no thought of placing, much 
less assuming, any responsibility for 
the present leakage until the facts 
necessary for the determination of its 
cause had been forthcoming.

“I have no desire whatever to 
evade any responsibility which may 
properly attach to me, nor on the 
other hand have I any thought of ac­
cepting responsibility which investiga­
tion may show to be properly placeable 
elsewhere.

“My reply to your message is again 
dictated by an earnest desire, com­
pensation or no compensation, to ren­
der any aid that I can, but neither this 
nor the preceding letter must be con­
strued in any other way. *

“I have frequently asked for some 
definite statement as to the results of 
an examination of the bottom of the 
reservoir, and from your message I 
take it that the reservoir has not yet 
been emptied for the purpose of ascer­
taining them. It is evident that it is 
useless for me to come to. Victoria if 
this leakage is due to the formation of 
openings through the asphaltum Joints 
of the lining. Such a difficulty is too 
easily remedied to warrant the expense 
of a trip, whether borne by the city or 
myself.

“I am at present on the stand as an 
expert witness in important litigaiton 
here and shall be for several week. But

WINE MERCHANT
GIRL INJURED IN

COASTING ACCIDENT Slays Entire Family and Clerk 
and Then Puts Bullet 

Into Brain.Sleigh Collides With a Delivery 
Wagon at New West­

minster.

Couriers have been dis-

MONEY BY-LAWS
possessed of an insane blood lust, 
Pierre Bouvier, a wealthy wine mer­
chant, to-day shot and killed his wife 
and mother, butchered his two small 
daughters and a son with a razor, and 
shot and killed an older daughter and

AT VANCOUVER
New Westminster, Dec. 9. — Miss 

Laura Lavery, second daughter of A. 
L.' Lavery, of this city, is confined to 
the house at the present time suffer­
ing from a badly sprained and crushed 
ankle, the result of the first coasting 
accident of the present winter.

Miss Lavery, in company with Miss 
Thelma Innsley, was coasting down 
Sixth street when the accident oc­
curred. The sleigh, which was trav­
elling at considerable speed, had just 
reached the corner of Agnes street 
when a delivery rig crossed the street. 
Neither the driver of the rig nor the 
two young ladies on the sleigh had time 
to do anything to avoid the collision, 
and the sleigh crashed headlong into 
the back wheel of the rid. Miss Lavery, 
who was seated in front, got her foot 
caught between the wheel and the 
front of the sleigh, and when extri­
cated from the wreck was found to 
be suffering from a badly injured 
ankle. Miss Innsley escaped with a 
bad shaking up.

Ratepayers to Vote on Pro­
posal to Raise $1,- 

546,400.
the chief clerk-in his counting house. 
He ended his bloody carnival by send­
ing a bullet into his own brain.

Bouvier was one of the most prom­
inent and wealthy residents of this city 
and was known throughout the sur­
rounding vineyard country. He arose 
as usual this morning, but while pre­
paring to go to his place of business, 
the mania to kill came upon him.

Vancouver, Dec. 9.—The money by­
laws to be submitted to the civic elec­
torate on January 13th next, have been 
formally passed by the council and, as 
finally decided upon, mean an expen­
diture of at least $170,000 more than was 
recommended by the special meeting 
of the ’ finance committee. The in­
creases briefly are: The Coal Harbor 
bridge will be made 150 feet wide in­
stead of 100 feet, and the by-law there­
fore Jumps from $85,000 to $135,000. The 
sum of $10,000 has been added to the 
parks improvement by-law, to provide 
for the Improving of Hastings park 
other than exhibition grounds. Nearly 
$80,000 extra has been put on the pro­
perty purchase by-law, with which to 
acquire the block of land between the 
General hospital and the High school, 
and the gore at the intersection of 
Westminster avenue and Westminster 
road, as far up the hill as the south 
side of Eighth avenue. The fireball 
by-law of $35,000 has been increased to 
the original $50,000 asked for, but the 
extra amount is to be used for the con­
struction of a new hall in West Kitsil- 
ano. A new by-law, in so far as 
atnount is concerned, was added in the 
adoption of a measure calling for the 
expenditure of $30,000 in acquiring pro­
perty to widen Robson street at its in­
tersection with Gamble street and thus 
provide an easy approach to the Gam­
ble street bridge.

The Old Folk*’ Home and police ex­
tension by-laws have been dropped.

The school by-laws of $42,000 for 
offices, etc., and $230,000 for new 
school buildings remained unchanged, 
as did also the" exhibition by-law for 
$85,000.

Aid. McSpadden tried to have the 
permanent grading work brought under 
the b>-law of $350,000 to open and 
rough-grade streets, but it was allowed 
to remain under the other one of $150,- 
000 for macadamizing and grading.

The total amount on which the 
ratepayers will be asked to 
reaches $1,546,400. 
nually will be required to provide the 
interest and sinking fund for this 
amount.

MILLIONAIRE’S SON
HAS DISAPPEARED

Is Timber Cruising in the Car­
iboo—Not Heard From 

for Month.
Appeal For Marines.

New Orleans, La., Dec. 11.—A cable 
from Bluefields states that Provisional 
President Estrada has appealed to 
Consul General Moffat, of the United 
States, to land marines from the cruiser 
Des Moines to protect the American 
residents from the atrocities he fears 
will follow if Zelaya’s army takes the 
city.

WANT WOMEN FOR
SCHOOL TRUSTEES Kamloops, B. C., Dec,. 9.—A consider­

able amount of anxiety is being felt 
by their friends over the mysterious 
disappearance of a young man named 
S. V. Howe and his companion, a tim­
ber cruiser named Cunningham, who 
nearly three weeks ago left Kamloops 
to look over some timber lands up the 
Clearwater river and of whom no 
word has been received since Novem­
ber 13th.

Young Towe, who is a recent gradu­
ate of Yale, and the son of a million­
aire lumberman of Minneapolis, and 
Cunningham came to Kamloops about 
September 15th with the object of going 
to the Clearwater country, as stated. 
They purchased some supplies locally 
and a couple of horses and left for up 
river.

A letter to his father from young 
Howe, dated “In Camp, Nev. 13," from 
the fact that he mentions having seen 
the falls and the donkey engine 
taken there some years ago by 
a logging outfit, * it is presumed they 
were at that time at Raft river. Since 
then there has been no word of any 
kind from them.

During the interval between Septem­
ber 25th and November 13th Howe is­
sued five cheques on the Bank of Com­
merce, where the sum of $1,000 was 
placed to his credit The cheques were 
all for small sums and were in favor 
of James Haskell, who livës at Horse 
lake, lying between the Clearwater and 
the Cariboo road, A Logie and William 
Ryan. Haskell’s cheques were dated 
November 10th. The cheques were 
cashed at Bridge creek by Stephenson 
Bros., and at Clinton by E. Bell, and 
in due course were returned to the bank

Vancouver Local Council 
Women Agitate for the 

Change.

of
Believed to Be Doomed.

Port Limon, Costa Rica, Dec. 11.— 
(By wireless to Colon.)—Sympathizers 
with the Nicaraguan revolutionary 
movement are bitter in their condem­
nation of the east with which Provis­
ional President Estrada permitted Ze­
laya to outwit him in abandonding the 
expected attack on Rama and rushing 
his forces to the defenceless Blue­
fields.

I want the council and yourself, and 
the honorable mayor, to feel that I am 
ready to do everything in my power 
to overcome the present difficulty. With 
kind regards,Vancoucer, Dec. 9.—At the regular 

meeting of the Local Council of Women 
the important question of women on 
school boards was again discussed.

It was found by the committee ap­
pointed at the last meeting to make 
inquiries concerning the matter, that 
the law in vogue prevented the elec­
tion of married women as school 
trustees. In view of this, the council 
finally authorized the committee on 
laws, consisting of Miss Bowes, Mrs. 
Kemp, and Mrs. Northrup, to prepare 
a resolution to be submitted to the 
national council at the annual meet­
ing, with the request for permission 
to appeal to the city council for the 
readjustment of laws concerning the 
vote of women on municipal matters 
in order to secure the right of select­
ing women as school trustees. This 
it was stated, had - been successfully 
carried through in other places, and 
the members of the council were 
unanimous in their decisions to pro­
ceed with the matter.

"ARTHUR L. ADAMS."
The letter having been read, all pres­

ent awaited expectantly the promised 
statement from Mayor Hall, but Aid. 
Stewart promptly moved that the letter 
be received and laid on the table, to 
be taken up at Monday Ovening’s meet­
ing. There was no seconder as far as 
the reporters could ascertain, nor was 
the motion put, but the resolution was 
recorded as having carried.

Mr. Raymur then seized the oppor­
tunity to explain to the press why it 
was that Mr. Adams’ recommendation 
that the reservoir should be emptied 
was nqj: acted upon. The water com­
missioner said that it had been intend­
ed to go ahead and inspect the bottom 
of the reservoir, when the cold weather 
set in a few weeks ago, accompanied 
by a gale from the northeast. It was 
believed it would be unwise to empty 
the reservoir under such circumstances, 
as the pressure for fire protection 
would be reduced to a dangerous de­
gree. However, last Saturday the 
water stood at a depth of eight feet, 
when there was a leakage over the 
weir of three-quarters of an inch. On 
Thursday there was seven feet six 
inches of water in it, and the leakage 
had been reduced a quarter of an inch. 
Friday there was but two feet of 
water, and thistiiad enabled Assistant 
Engineer Bryson to make an inspection 
of the bottom. He had gone over it in 
a boat, and In his opinion the bottom 
is in first class condition.

The next development in the situa­
tion may be expected on Monday even­
ing, when Mr. Adams’ letter will be 
considered and the mayor make the 
statement he has promised.

Estrada, with his supposedly super­
ior forces, they believe, should have 
taken the initiative when the dictator 
was within striking distance of his 
army. Zelaya is approaching Blue­
fields over roads throught to be impas­
sable for a large force, and has suc­
ceeded in dragging thirty pieces of 
artillery with him.

Popular opinion here has it that the 
city cannot repulse the attack of the 
dictator, and is destined to be sacked 
and pillaged by his renegade troops.

CL0VERDALE LINE
SOON TO BE OPENED

pass
About $80,000 an-

SHOT BY DOG.New Branch of B. C. Electric 
From Westminster is 

Ready.

MAN MISSING. Hunter Fails to Rally From Effects of 
Accident.Llllooet, Dec. 9.—Word comes from 

Bridge river that a young man stop­
ping at the Big Horn ranch is supposed 
to be lost. He had Just come to this 
part of the country and was looking 
after the Big Horn property for the 
Burdettes, the people he had come here 
with, they having recently purchased 
the property from B. S. Swanson, 
is supposed that the young men was 
away before any passerby noticed any­
thing wrong, but it seems that he 
only intended to be gone a short time 
as his dog was' left in the house, 
may have gone through the ice in try­
ing to cross Bridge river, or he might 
have slipped over some bluff while pur­
suing mountain sheep ‘ or goats.

Pendleton, Ore., Dec. 11.—Henry La- 
Brash, who was shot by his dog while 
hunting near Gibbon a few days ago, 
died at the hospital in this city. An 
operation was performed in which his 
leg was amputated, and the shock,'to­
gether with great loss of blood, caused 
his death, 
loaded gun against some bushes and 
walked a short distance away, when 
his dog Jumped into the bushes, knock­
ing the gun to the ground and 
ing it to explode. The bullet entered 
LaBrash’s leg.

ENGINE HUNG OVER PRECIPICE.

Grand Forks, Dec. 9.—A C. P. R. 
freight had a close call near Shields. 
A rockslide had tom up part of the 
track near the high bridge there and 
the engine left the track and 
stopped in such a position that it 
hanging over a sheer drop of over one 
thousand feet 
transfer twice while the damage v/ae 
being repaired and the engine hauled 
from it» dangerous position.

here.
Tuesday Charles A. Weil, president 

the Eureka Lumber
New Westminster, Dec. 9.—The B. C. 

Electric Railway will place the Fraser 
River Valley line in operation as far as 
Cloverdale about December 20th. At the 
start three cars will be placed on the 
run. The schedule and passenger fares 
have not been yet determined. The 
distance is about 12 miles and the com­
pany expects that the running time 
from here will be about 45 minutes. 
As the line continues in operation this 
time will be probably improved. A 
gang of men has started laying the 
tracks on Eighth street for the switch­
ing of cars from the Westminster- 
Vancouver line to the Cloverdale 
branch.

Right after New Years the company 
will commence tearing down the pres­
ent station on Columbia street to make 
way for the handsome new station that 
will be erected on the old site, and the 
property to the west on the corner re­
cently acquired.

and manager of 
Company, of Eureka, Montana, accom­
panied by George Patterson of the same 
place, a cruiser, arrived in this city to 
make inquiries about thé missing men, 
and as no trace of them could be had 
he secured the services of W. W. Wood, 
who left in company with Patterson 
for the Clearwater country to insti­
tute a search. Five or six men from 
the North Thompson will be added to 
the search party, which "is provisioned 
for five weeks. It is likely that addi­
tional parties will be sent out.

It LaBrash had leaned his

caus-He

ALBERTA WINTER WHEAT.

Calgary, Dec. 11.—Grain experts and 
farmers are carefully noting with refer­
ence to winter wheat all conditions of 
weather, system of soil culture adopted, 
etc., that may affect the crop. Weather 
conditions at present must materially aid 
the crop, and it is now generally conceded 
by experts that those who irrigated wheat 
lands this fall secured a stand which ex­
cels in every way fields of grain that were 
dependent for their moisture upon the 
natural rainfall.

IMPORTING CHINESE.
WILL ASSIST JEFFRIES.

Brownsville, Tex., Dec. 10.—In the 
Federal Court here yesterday eighteen 
indictments for conspiracy to smuggle 
Chinese into the United States in vio­
lation of the exclusion law were re­
turned by the grand jury. Investiga­
tion revealed a concerted plan along 
the gulf cost for importing Chinese.

Burlington, Iowa, Dec. 11.—Jack Root, 
ex-pugilist, who is now running a 
theatre here, has been asked to assist 
in training Jeffries in his fight with 
Johnson’s style, the negro having 
trained him for several fights ten years 
ago.

was
was

The trains had to

LIBERALS AND 
HOUSE OF LORDS

ABOLITION NOT AIM,
SAYS THE PREMIER

Asquith Again Declares in Fa­
vor of Irish Home 

Rule.

11,—At a monsterDec.London,
meeting last night in Albert hall, 
Premier Asquith laid down the policy 
on which the Liberal government is
appealing to . the country. He re­
peated what had been said by other 
ministers, that if they were returned 
to power, the government would de­
mand the limitation of the power of 
the House of Lords, and then went a 
step farthenr and pledged the Liberal 
party to grant self-government to Ire­
land.

The meeting was marked by the 
greatest enthusiasm, 
which filled the vast hall greeted Mr. 
Asquith and the ministers who accom­
panied him with round after round of 
applause. The audience was entirely 
male, women having been excluded in 
the fear of demonstrations by suf­
fragettes. They managed to get two 
male supporters into the meeting who 
interrupted Mr. Asquith momentarily 
with cries of “votes for women.’’ They 
were promptly ejected.

Mr. Asquith pointed out that JUst 
four years ago Sir Henry Campbell- 
Bannerman, when prime minister, had 
outlined in Albert hail the policy of a 

Liberal government, which in-

The audience

new
eluded many reforms. The representa­
tives of the people in the House of 
Commons had labored faithfully to 
carry into law the measures prom­
ised, but their will had been nullified, 
and, as a filing climax, the supplies 
which the House of Commons had 
voted had been stepped on by the 
House of Lords. Therefore, the House 
of Commons was now on the eve of 
another dissolution, and it had fallen 
to his lot to take up the burden. The 
last time, he said, the government had 
reckoned without their host, but it was 
not going to make that mistake again.

The Liberals’ Task.
“I tell you in the name and in be­

half of the Liberal party,” Mr. Asquith 
proceeded, "we have at this moment 
laid upon us a single task—a task 
which dominates and transcends be­
cause it embraces and involves every 
great and bénéficient social and politi­
cal change upon which our hearts are 
set. That task is to vindicate and es­
tablish upon an unshakable founda­
tion the principal of representative 
government."

Referring to the education and li­
censing bills, the premier said that 
the government stood, in the main, on 
the principles of the bill which the 
House of Lords rejected, 
chise-law, he added, was still encum­
bered with artificial distinctions and 
impediments, for which there was no 
Justification. On woman suffrage, Mr. 
Asquith said his views were well 
known, and he had no reason to alter 
them despite the suicidal excesses of 
a small section of the advocates for 
such a chaftge.

The fran-

Ireland.
Mr. Asquith, turning his attention to 

Ireland, said he had been fortunate for 
once, because the measures sent up in 
her behalf did not come violently ath­
wart the prejudices of the House of 
Lords.

"Speaking last year before my ac­
cession to the premiership," Mr. As­
quith continued, “I described the Irish 
situation as the one undeniable failure 
of British statesmanship. I repeat to­
night what I said then, and on behalf 
of my colleagues, and I believe on be­
half of my party, I reiterate that there 
in one way—only by a policy, which, 
w^ile explicitly safeguarding the su­
preme, indivisible authority of the Im­
perial parliament, can set up in Ire­
land a system of full self-government, 
as regards purely Irish affairs.

“There’s not, and cannot be any 
question of separation. There is not 
and cannot be any question of rivalry 
or competition for supremacy. Sub­
ject to these conditions, that is the 
Liberal policy. For reasons which we 
believe to have been adequate, the 
present parliament was disabled in ad­
vance from proposing any such solu­
tion, but in the new House the Lib­
eral government at the head of a Lib­
eral majority will be in this matter 
entirely free.”

Defends Budget.
Mr. Asquith defended the budget as 

necessary to social reform and in this 
respect old age pensions were the first 
step. The budget, he continued, had 
been thrown out by the House of Lords 
after weeks of debate, and the gov­
ernment as a result was confronted 
with three constitutional innovations, 
first the claim of the House of Lords 
to control the levying of taxation; 
second the claim of the same House to 
the right to compel dissolution of the 
popular chamber; and third the asser­
tion of the House of Lords of their 
power to make and unmake the execu­
tive government of the Crown.

“What has been done," declared Mr. 
Asquith, "may be done again. It be­
comes our first duty to make its recur­
rence impossible. We shall therefore 
demand authority from the electorate 
to translate an ancient, Unwritten 
usage into an act of parliament and 
to place upon the statute book recog­
nition explicit of the settled doctrine 
of our constitution, that it is beyond 
the province of the House of Lords 
to meddle to any degree or for any 
purpose with the national finances."

House of Lords.
The Premier said that neither he nor 

any other Liberal minister supported 
by a majority in the House of Com­
mons was going to submit again to 
the rebuffs and humiliations of the 
last four years. They would not as­
sume office unless they could secure 
safeguards which experience showed 
to be necessary for the legislative 
party. The Liberal party, Mr. Asquith 
declared, was not promoting the aboli­
tion of the House of Lords, or the set­
ting up of a single chamber, but it 
asked the electorate that the House of

FAIR DEFICIT
IS GROWING

STATED IT MAY
AMOUNT TO $15,000

Facts Not Available Until Au­
ditor’s Report Has Been 

Made.

It was reported to the Times Satur­
day on excellent authority that the 
amount to be met by the city in con­
nection with the financial affairs of 
the late Fall Fair under the auspices 
of the Agricultural Society would 
amount to a much larger amount than 
was previously mentioned—that the 
figure would not be $7,000, as stated a 
few days ago, nor yet $10,000, as given 
in another estimate, but in the neigh­
borhood of $15,000.

The Times endeavored to get at the 
facts of the case, and interviewed J. 
E. Smart, secretary of the Agricul­
tural Association; Mayor Hall and Aid. 
Henderson, chairman of the finance 
committee of the City Council. Mr. 
Smart would neither confirm nor deny 
the report that the total deficit would 
be in the neighborhood of $15,000— 
pointing out that the financial state­
ment had not been made public and he 
did not think he should be called upon 
-to discuss the matter until that had 
been done.

Aid. Henderson, when informed that 
rumor had it that the deficit would 
amount to the figure mentioned, said 
he was not surprised, though he did 
not care to say what he knew of the 
facts of the case until the auditor had 
made his report. He would say, how­
ever, that the directors were very 
much disappointed with the showing 
that had been made, ’"hey had been 
led to believe ..hat the deficit would 
not be nearly so large as it promised 
to be.

Aid. Henderson said it should be re­
membered, however, that in calculat­
ing the deficit consideration should be 
given to the fact that the woman's 
building, which would have to be paid 
for out of this year’s funds, repre­
sented a sum of $8,000, and this would 
lessen the aggregate of the shortage 
by that amount. Aid. Henderson ad­
ded that an effort was being made to 
meet the amount of the deficit.

Mayor Hall declined to discuss the 
affairs of the Agricultural Society at 
this time, saying that the report of 
the auditor would be ready in a short 
time and then the public would be 
placed in possession of all the facts. 
He mentioned, however, that it was 
clear that 'there would have to be a 
change in the management of the as­
sociation. - . ...r,

J. L. Grtmmason, the auditor, is 
engaged in going over the statement 
and will have his report ready at an 
early date.

now

WESTMINSTER MAY
ABANDON CHARTER

Its Citizens Will Vote on the 
Question on Monday 

Next.

New Westminster, Dec. 9.—In addi­
tion to the balloting for mayor, school 
trustees and aldermen on Monday, next, 
the electors of the city will be called 
on to decide whether New Westminster 
shall remain under its present char­
ter or whether it shall abandon the 
charter and allow itself to be govern­
ed along with the majority of the 
other cities throughout the province 
and all the municipalities, under the 
Municipal Clauses Act.

Just what the result of the ballot­
ing on the referendum will be it Is 
hard to say, but it seems probable 
that the majority of the electors who 
have had neither the time nor the 
inclination to look into the details of 
the two systems of government will 
allow themselves to be guided by the 
opinion of the mayor, the city solicitor 
and the majority of the city officials 
and will vote for the change.

It is practically the unanimous opin­
ion of those who are conversant with 
civic affairs that New Westminster 
would do well to abandon the charter. 
Those who have had experience in its 
workings state that it is cumbersome 
and unwieldly and that it unnecessarily 
hampers the process of city govern­
ment. To secure the changes in it 
which altered circumstances mgke 
necessary is a formidable task, while 
under the Municipal Clauses Act the 
way is made comparatively easy for 
municipalities and cities desiring the 
passage of private bills.

J. A. MACDONALD
PURCHASES HOME

Chief Justice Has Bought W. F. 
Burton’s Residence on St. 

Charles Street.

Hon. J. A. Macdonald, chief Justice 
of the Court of Appeal, has pur­
chased the residence of W. F. Burton 
on St. Charles street. There is a large 
house on the property which embraces 
half an acre of land. The sale was put 
through by Helsterman, Forman * 
Co. The premises will be occupied by 
the purchaser shortly. ■

*r
building active.

Kamloops, Dec. 9.—The growth of 
Kamloops during the past year has 
been remarkable, particularly so In the 
matter of capital Invested in building 
and Civic Improvements. A summary 
of the amount of building completed in 
the city during the past eleven months 
and those structures which will be 
completed by the close of the year 
reached the total of $369.000.
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