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JHE coTTON INDUSTRY.
: cuum ;ﬂ‘;“ox mn.l..“
The New Brunswick and St. John Mills.

Herodotus, who lived more than four
hundred years before the Christian era,
notices distinctly the cotton fabrics of In-
dia%; and says that a species of plant in
that country bears a fruit full oRwool
superior to that of the sheep, with which
the natives make cloth for their gar-
ments. Pliny describes the ' cotton
plant as growing in Upper Egypt, pro-
ducing a fruit like & walnut, which con-
tains a wooly down, that may be spun
into yarn. “The cloth is made into beau-
tiful robes which the priests of Egypt de-
light to wear.” Virgil has said, “shall I
sing of the groves of Ethiopia, hoary
with goft wool, and how the Seeres comb
. out the delicate fleece from among the
leaves ?” Marco Polo told how cotton
grew abundantly in Persia, on trees six
yards high. When the Mexicans were
invaded by their European conquerors
they had no sheep's wool, nor common
silk, nor linen, nor hemp, but they sup-
plied the want of wool with cotton, that
of silk with feathers and with the hair of
the rabbit. Dr. Ure says, “This singular
class of plants has been largely distribut-
ed all over the torrid zone, a conspicuous
gift of Providence to its inhabitants, des-
tined to afford them, in its fleecy pods, a
spontaneous and inexhaustible supply of
the clothing material best adapted to
screen their swarthy bodies from the
scorching sunbeam, and to faver the cool-
ing influence of thke bronze, as well as
cutanecus exhalation.” The cotton wool
imported into England a century and a
half ago amounted to only about 1,500,
000 pounds per annum; a century ago
the amount was 22,600,000 pounds, and
in 1850 the import considerably exceeded
1,000,000,000 pounds.

The first cotton mill ever put in opera-
tion in the provinces which now form
the Dominion of Cangda was erected in
1861, by Messrs. William Parks & Son.
The senior member of the firm had spent
considerable time in Lancashire, and
while there became impressed with the
idea that the manufacture of cotton
goods might be introduced here with suc-
cess, and on his return the subject was
carefully considered by himself and his
son, Mr. John H. Parks, by profession a
civil engineer, and engaged in the rail-
way service. It was finally decided to
embark in the undertaking and young
Mr. Parks sailed for England in January
1861, proceeding on his arrival direct to
Lancashire where he spent six months
among the factories and machine shops,
fitting himself for the management of
the mill at home, the constraction of
which in the meanwhile had been push-
ed forward by his father. In July, Mr.
Parks returned from England with the
machinery ‘reéquired for the mill and a
competent and experienced foreman, but
some months elapsed . before everything
was in readiness for operations. This,
the New Brunswick Cotton Mill, the first
to start in Canada, had 1,250 spindles
and 24 looms and employed about 50
hands, During the first years of its ex-
istente'the value of its products rarely,
if ever, exceded $50,000 per annum.

The American War brooke out in 1861,
and raw cotton went up to high figures,
and prices became 80 fluctuating that
Messrs. Parks & Son resolved - to discen-
tinue work for a year. Butit was soon
found that the war was not likely to
terminate so abruptly as had been antici-
pated, afd work was resumed, since
which time it ha8 never been discontinu-
ed. To start a mill at the time the New
Brunswick Cotton Mill was started, was
a mistake. The market was too limited
to support eveh one small mill or, in
other words, one large enough to work to
advantage. The duty exacted on goods
going from one province to another pre-
vented the export of a dollar’s worth of
Messrs. Parks & Son’s products, whese
business was prosecuted at a loss until
1867, when confederation took place. But
for the confederation of the provinces the
business of this firm would long since
Xave been suspended. The act of union
®ave them an opportunity to enlarge
their mill and the sum of their products,
Which was taken advantage of, and a
Tarket was found in the western provin-
ces for all the goods that were not requir-
ed for home consumption. Since then

the business of the firm has shown a
profit every year, and sometimes a good
one.

The year 1884 was one of serious de-
pression in the  cotton manufacturing
business of Canada, attributable to the
large number of mills that had been
built during the preceding five years,and
Mesars. Parks & Bon, having expeaded
large sums in new buildings and plant,
forced upon them by the growth of their
business, found it desirable to form a joint
stock company under the name of Wma.
Parks & Son (limited.). The Saint John
Cotton Mill was purchased by the com-
pany about a year ago, at a .low price.
This mill, on Courtenay Bay, was erect-
ed in 1885, by & company with insuffici-
ent capital, and was eventually thrown
on the market. They brought out from
England an experienced ‘manager with
a staff of able assistants, at considerable
expense put the mill in thoreugh order,
and have worked it to its full capacity
ever since. ;

The original mill, known as the New
Brunswick Mill, employs 300 hand, pays
$1,500 in weekly wages, and is devoted to
the production of yarns of different sorts,
colored shirtings, seersuckers, cottonades,
knitting cottons, and a large variety of
gocds of these clasges. The Saint John
Mill employs 200 hands, weekly pay roll
$1,000, and is devoted to unbleached
cottons exclusively. It is intended, how-
ever, to take up the higher branches of
work in this mill, room and power
being abundant. and with the opening of
the export trade, which is being accom-
plsked successfuly, in China as well as in
Newfoundland, the West Indies and South
America, and the natural increase of the
home nlarket, the proprietors see no
reason why the business of the Saint
John Mill should not be developed so as
in afew years to require the services of
1,000 bands in the manufocture of all the
different classes of cotton goods, instead
of 200 as at present.

The erection of the New Brunswick
Cotton Mill was followed by the erection
of mills at Dundas and Merritton, the
Hochelaga mills, at Montreal, the Stor-
mont mill at Cornwall, the Canada Co.’s
mill, at the same place, the Montreal Cot-
ton Co’s mill, at Valleyfield, and the
Coaticook Cotton Mill. When the Na-
tional Policy was put in operation, which
has given Canada cotton goods cheaper
than ever before under any tariff, it
brought the few mills in the Dominion
into competition with an increased pro-
duction, and a large number of new mills
that immediately started. Since then
competition has kept prices at a small
margin of profit, so the National Policy
has not benefitted the mill owners, but it
‘has benefitted our five millions of people
by giving them gooas at lower prices
than would have ruled but for its adop-
tion.

The mills put in operation since the
adoption of the National Policy are, the
St. Croix, at St. Stephen, the Merchants’,

Windsor, at Windsor, the Moncton, at
Moncton, the Merritton, at Merritton, the
Ontario and Hamilton, at Hamilton, the
Kingston, at Kingston, the Craven, at
Brantford, the St. John, now owned by
Wm. Parks & Son, Limited, the Gibson,
and the Magog Print Works.

It is estimated that this industry gives
employment ta 10,000 people, and that
50,000 are supported by it, aside from
the stockholders. It keeps $10,000;000
invested in plant, a working capital of
$3,000,000 to $5,000,000 and produces
goods to the value of £12;000,090 to $15,-
000,000 annually.
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TRUTH I8 MIGHTY.

Grocer (to boy)—What are you doing,
James ?

James—Puttin’ sand in the sugar.

Grocer—Well, that won’t do. You must
put the sugar in the sand, and then if a
customer asks you if we put sand in our
sugar ‘you can trathfully say no. You
will find, James, a8 you acquire more
business experience, that, in the long
run, truth always pays.

A TRUE SOLDIER.

“Yes, gentlemen,” said the Celonel, as
he returned his glass to the counter, “the
true soldier is never averse to discipline.
No matter how objectionable orders
from a superior officer may be, they
must be obeyed promptly and without
question. The true soldier never —”

“Pa,” said the Colomel’s little boy, open-
ing the door, “ma says to come home
right away.”

“Gentlemen,” said the Colonel, “good
day.” .

at Montreal, the Halifax, at Halifax, the’

FIELD SPORTS.

A SUMMARY OF THE DOINGS OF
THE PAST WEEK.

What the Gossip’s Find to Talk About
in the Weorld of Sport.

The races between McCormick, Dewd
and Black demonstrated to the satisfac-
tion of all that McCormick is able to de-
feat any skater now in Canada, and for
the matter of that in the world. Mec-
Cormick never in his lite was in better
condition than this year and neverskated
so fast. He has been thoroughly trained
and in every race he has run this season
he has left the track as he went on with-
out a sign of exhaustion. Dowd on the
other hand, who is undoubtedly a re-
markable skater was out of condition ale

together—worse than last year. Dowd

never trains, a fact clearly established by
the poor showing he made. Had he been
in the condition of McCormick he would
have made a much better showing in the
race. Few people will believe that Dowd
is not much over twenty years of age,but
that is about his age. He first visited
St. John three years ago, and he was then
but seventeen years of age. I would not
be surprised if next season Dowd made a
better showing than this.

The recent horse races at Montreal, so
says a St. John man who attended them,
were nothing but a skin game from be-
ginning to end. The greater number of
horses taking part in the races were en-
tered under assumed names, the majority
being well known racers with records
away down in the twenties. Such sport
may suit the bookmakers. In fact such
race meetings are generally arranged by
bookmakers in order that they may have
fresh victims. Such racing has not been
tried in St. John and is not likely to be,
as St. John people object seriously to be-
ing played for suckers.

It is rather early to talk cricket this
season, but there is every prospect that
tke St. John club will have a better sea-
son with more playing than ever before.
The matches already arranged include
one with the Longwoods of Boston, a
British team, and all the leading clubs of
the three lower provinces. The club
grounds at the close of last fall were in
splendid condition, and when the neces-
sary repairs have been made after the
winter frosts, St, John will have one of
the finest cricket grounds on the contin-
ent. Itisa pity that the club does not
give more attention than it does to gen-
eral athletics. There is room in St
John for a good athletic club, butsuch
an organization weuld require a gym-
nasium in winter and grounds in the
summer,

I hear very encouraging reports con-
cerning the approaching opening of the
Tennis club and have no doubt when the
season does open the membership of the
club will be found to have largely in-
creased, and that the interest in the
game will be much? more wide-spread,
with numerous accessions to the ranks of
lady players.

The sons of Neptune are beginning to
talk of the summer campaign, but as
nothing can be done until the boat house
comes over after the freshet subsides, it
is no use talking about them.

Gossip From The Stable.

The coming Derby is now attracting a.l
the attention in England. :

Very little betting has, as yet, taken
Flace on the Suburban, the great specu-

ative race of the season.

business was brisk in the peol and book-
makers’ rooms at this time in March, but
now there is a lull.’ Declarations from
the great handicap now include Hanover,
Favor, Exile, Belvedere, Raceland, Sir
Dixon, Lady Primrose, Glenmound,
Frank Ward and the Sensation—India
Colt.

Beauregard, record 2.21 1-2, the sensa-.
tional grand circuit trotter of 1885, is
liable te come to the front this year as a
fast sidewheeler. Like the black gelding
Jewett, Beauregard was a converted trot-
ter, but now that the weights have been
taken off his feet it would be no surprise
if the chestnut son of Mohican goes to
pacing like a whirlwind.

Match races between the pacers Argyle,
record 2.14 3-4, and Gossip, jr., record 2.14,
and the trotters Favonia, record 2.19 and
Rosaline Wilkes, record 218 1-2, are
being talked of.

Last years |P

Harry Wilkes will be sent to beat the
record of Jay-Eye-See (2.10 1-2) the com-
ing season. ¢ It will be a difficult feat to
accomplish, but the progency of George
Wilkes seems capable of performing tasks
beyond the capability of most other trot-
ting families.

Nearly 900 trotters have made records
better than 2.25. Seventy-six have just
l€qualled that time.

Wood, the English jockey, whoge
license wasrefused by the jockey club
this year, is reported to be worth™ $400,-
000. Barrett, his companion in retire-
ment, is credited with $100,000. These
two jockeys can.endure much comfert
with the money during their coming
vacation.

If you have a horse that is in the habit
of kiching, put him in a narrow stall that
has both sides thickly padded. Suspend
a sack filled with hay or straw so that it,
will strike his heels, and let the horse
and sack fight it out. Be sure te have
things arranged so that the horse cannot
hurt himself. The sack will be victori-
ous every time, and at the end the horse
will absolutely refuse to kick the sack or
anything else.

Dr. George H. Bailey, of Lewiston, Me.,
says : “If ever the present record of 2.08-
3-4 is beaten I shall expect to see it beaten
by a Wilkes. My frequent visits Yo Ken-
tucky have caused no change in my
opinion, that the present record is about
the limit, of the trotting horse, and that
those who are looking to see a mile en-
compassed in two minutes will look in
vain. I believe in the. Hambletonian
tamily, because it has proven its merits
over any other. I believe in the Wilkes
branch of that family. because George
Wilkes was a natural trotter of extreme
speed, and sired more trotters of extreme
speed than any other herse that ever liv-
ed, and because his sons are siring more
race horses than other stallions of the
same age. Ido not underestimate any
great branch of any family, but prefer
those which the records show are the
best. In selecting both sire and dam I
want both to have breeding, soundness,

ed, courage and level head. Colonel
iliam L. Simmons, of Ash Grove, is
devating all his energy and experience to
de’v_e‘:pmg the family that has brought
him Yame and fortune.. The-predictions
Mr. Simmons made to me over a quarter
of a'century ago have been more than
fulfilled, and Wilkes has laid the ‘corner
stone’ of a momument of pedigrees and
rformances in the Blue Grass Region of
entucky, that will be as imperishable
38 th; 71"ecordﬂ of the trottors he has pro-
uced.

HARITIME HAPPENINGS.
An Interesting Collection of Odd Items
From all Sources.

-The News office has been brightened
by the a.;;_pearance in it of the first may-
flowers of the season, presented by Mr.
Jan.es Brown. They are not mere buds
but flowers.—Picton News.

Mr. C. T. White; Apple River, N. 8., has
200 men and 70-horses in the woeds. He
expects to get out 9,000,000 feet of lam-
ber.—Bridgewater Enterprize.

Hg¥ is very scarce in Cape Breton and
is selling in some parts for $26 a ton.

A man living in Digby county, if ke is
not. a ratespayer, cannot bring strawber-
ries to market, or clams from the Joggin,
without ‘taking out a license. to permit
him to do so legally.—Digby Courler..

We are informed that a certain indi-
vidual, who beasts of a thoroughbred
Jersey cow, being scant of firewood, tore
down his barn and placed his cow in the
cellar; next morning on goi to ex-
amine her position he was obliged to
take an axe and cut her out of the ice in
order to milk her.—Bridgewater Enter-
prize.

We are informed by a friend that there
are six persons residing in Malpeque
whose. united ages make a total of 501
Yesars, an aver: of 834, and all in toler-
ably good health. They all live withina
radius of one mile. It isnota very com-
mon thing to find in a country place so
many old people who are so strong and
healthy as they are. If any of the coun-
try placés can beat this, we would be
pleased to hear from them.—Summer-
side Pioneer.

A short time since a small party of
young gentlemen and ladies were out
skating on Jamaica pond in Boston, when
two of the party, a younglady and gen-
tlemany skating further out than their
comrades dared to go, came to a 'weak
lace in the ice and suddenly descended
into the water and were in imminent
danger of being drowned. Their fellow
skaters on account of the weakness:of the
ice, saw no chances to rescue them, but
their cries being heard by Gesner Cor-
bett, Isaac Allan Corbett, and Lemant
Fulmer, three young men from™ Five Is-
lands, who were working in a building
near. by ran to their rescue, Gesner
Corbettitaking a ladder with him through
the instrumentality of whick he saved
the youug lady, and the two latter brought
the young man to the surface and saved
his lifei On the following day Gesner
Corhett was called on by anumber of the
relatives of the young lady, who were
driven 30 his boarding house in their car-
riages by coachmen in llvery, and pre-
sented him with $100, in grateful remem-
brance f his gallant and successful ef-
fort in saving the young lady’s life.. The

lady’s relatives reside on Commonwealth

I Ave., Boston.—Truro Sun.

A BIT OF HISTORY.

SOMETHING ABROUT WHALES—A
PRAYER MEETING AY SEA-—
THERE'S A LIGHT IN THE
VALLEY FOR ME.

Cemmedore Brickley Spins & Yarm.

Commodore Brickley is a walking en-
cyclopedia, & dictionary of.dates, a 160
pound record of events that have come
under his personal observation. He has
on the tablets of his memory a variety of
incidents that have escaped the notice of
other statisticians, and hence his recitals
are more than ordinarily

The commodore occupied his usual post
at the end of Turnbull’s wharf the other
€vening when he was approached by a
GaserTe representative. Nothing escap-
ed his‘obgervation. He noted the move-
ments of every vessel withinthe scope of
his vision, and his gaze lingered long and
lovingly on the swan like outlines of the
ferry-boat, Western Extension, and the
gracefulness of her movements. The
queen-like movements of the Western
Extension are hardly everequalled, even
in the brilliantly lighted hall,

e where youth and beauty meet
To ohase the golden hours with flying feet.”

The commodore was abstracted, but, as
it were, he pulled himself together short-
ly. Baid Re, “Forty—yes, forty years
ago I was working in a shipyard near
the head of the Basin of Minas. . The tide
comes in there with & rush—sixty miles
an hour—and goes out just as impetuously
ag it comes in. One day about two dozen
whales came in with the tide, and when
it turned, the whales, except three, were
left stranded in about four feet of water,
behind a bar that rans out into the bay.
Well, we who were werking in the ship-
yard turned in with our axes, and adzes,
and crowbars, and hatchets, and we
slaughtered those whales. And the
farmers came in with their pitchforks,
and pickaxes, and scythes, and they
slaughtered those whales, and we tried
out the oil—thousands and thousands of
barrels :—1I Buppose in some of the neigh-
boring farm heuses thateil is still kept
on tap.” ; . :

The commedore paused, watched the
Western Extension a few moments with
admiring eyes, and continued:—“Of the
three whales that escaped, one took pos-
session of a creek that empties imto the
bay near Grindstone Island, £ud winter-
ed there. Navigation of the creek was
suspended for he occupied the channel to
the exclusion of all comers and no ome
cared toattack him. The second, throngh
some imprudence, got into difficulty at
Black River, and was used for lighting
purposes. The third put into Quaco
creek, but just abeve the bridge he con-
cluded he had lost his reckoning, backed
out and started for St. Jobn. ‘But before
he left he gobbled up a meeting house!”

“A meeting house?”

“Yes, a meeting house! I don’t mean
a meeting house like Trinity, nor St.
Andrew’s nor the Centenary, but one of
those commen wooden meeting honses
they built in the shore villages forty or
fifty years ago! They were having a
prayer meeting in that meeting house at
the time the incident occurred! There
were only four present; they were deacon
Delong, deacom James Delong, deacom
Fownes, ghd.deacon Bradshaw. The
small attendance is accounted for by the
fact that the house was small and the peo-
ple of Quaco were not eminently religious
forty or fifty years ago. Capt. McLean
was on his way to Quaco with a cargo of
general merchandire, and as he passed
Cape Bpencer he was startled, for just
then the whale shot by him like an arrow
and at the same time there rung outon
the air the words of that old familiar
hymn, “There’s & light in the valley for
me.” Several of our merchants were
then engaged in the whale fishery, and
their boats were kept at Long Wharf.
When the whale with the meeting house
came intothe harber, severalof the boats
put out and the men succeeded with little
difficulty in harpooning the sacriligious
brute, and towed him ashore at Lower
Cove. Just asthey did so deacon Fownes
was making his closing prayer. They
cut open the whale, and lifted the meet-
ing house onto dry land. The good
deacons were greatly suprised to find

aware that anything unusal had occurred.
The weather was bitterly cold and the
whale was shortly frozen through and
through. They built-a heuse over the
carcass and kept it on exhibition for
several days, admission sixpence, and
then decided to tow it to Dipper Harbor
and set up an oil factory. As might
have been expected, the whale thawed
out before he had been in the water two
hours, came to life, towed the vessel
several miles out to ses, broke the cable by
which he was supposed to be secured,
and escaped.”

Hoisting his spanker jib, the commo-
dore asked:—

“Does Mr. Lawrence make any men-
tion of these incidents in his Footprints?”

“No‘"

interesting. T

themselves in St. John; were totally ug-|.

“Dces Mr. Jack allude to them in his
Prize Esgay?”

uNo.”

“Does Mr. Bunting nete the occurrences
in his letters to the Sun?”

"NO.”

“A reliable history of 8t. John,” com-
cluded the commodore, “is one of the
Pressing necessities of the hour, and if
You care to write such an one, come o
Commodore Brickley for your facts.”

<

Home Made Humer.

In Baltimore recently a saw-mill was
stolen. - Here in 8t. John the other day
& ‘valuable .vacant lot—on which the
oynj_x{ﬂgaa about to build was broken
In the prize-ring battle the man who
gets knocked down always comes up’
smiling. In the battle of life it is much
the same. When we ‘smile’ itis gen-
erally at our own expense.

Mr. Florid (to his best girl)—“I have a
proposal to make to you Clara. This
privilege by right, though, justly belongs,
in this year of ’88, to the gentle sex of
which you are the brightest and sweetest
representative. Still . on this occasion,
with your permission, I will put aside
all restrictions and propose, now that the
sleighing party season is over, that we
join.” :
Clars (faintly)—“Go on, George.”

Mr. Florid—“That we join the church
choir. There is to be two practice nights
a week besides ——
Clara (very coldly)—“I will think of it,
but George if you have any wish to please
me never speak to me again in this
trifling and indirect manner. You re-
mind me of those medicine advertise-
ments—you begin se—here a sob escap-
ed her—so interesting.
The annex to the Portland Police
Btation is fully completed. The annex
is quite small—just the size and heigth
of a street car. The cost of the structure
though, is more imposing—over double,
it is said, the price it would cost a pri-
vate citizen. A well and unfavorably
known character looked the annex over
yesterday. On being told the price he
remarked somewhat bitterly: “I was
arrested over here once for robbing a
taxpayer.” ;
Wu. Swzer.
Enormouns Cargoes of Opiun:.

[St. Louis Globe-Democrat.]

Opium smuggling along the St. Law-
rence came in after the opening of the
Canadian Pacific Railway. The town of
Victoria, on Vancouver Island, is sup-
ported largely from the profits realized
by importing houses that are owned by
professional smugglers: - The merchants
of that town do not disguise their busi-
ness relations, but boast that they can
hoodwink United States Custom House
officers without any risk. One week I
saw three ships arrive at Victoria loaded
with nothing but opium. You may im-

ine the value of such a cargo when a
piece of pregared opium only the size of
a pea is sufficient to satisfy the hardest
Plpe hitter. The stuff is treated by the
ocal €hinese, and then senf out to differ-
ent peints along the American line. It
goes up Puget Sound on fishing smacks,
and then across Washington Territory
down to San Francisco. New York,
Chieago, St. Louis, and other large cities
are supplied indirectly through agents
who are stationed at points from Duluth
down to ‘Ogdensburgh. These frontier
receivers are known to the trade, but the
magnitude of the business cannot be ex-
aggerated

3
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:Jek;ll and Hyde in Real Life.
A curious case, resemblinz that of “Dr.,
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” has just turned
up in 8an Francisco = Henry Stayab, for
this is the subject’s name, possesses a
wonderful peculiarity. For whole weeks
his complexion is of a light yellow, re-
sembling that of an ordinary Spaniard.
Then suddenly his skin-will turn to an
Ethiopian black, so that his friends can-
not recognize him, except by his clothes.
It has-been noticed that when wearin,
the light complexion ke is jovial ang
fond of society, but when black he pulls
his hat down over his eyes, becomes mo-
rose and seeks to avoid recognition by
his friends. The doctors are puzzled over
_i)his strange - phenomenon.—[Pittsburg

ost. ;

<

- Baby Bunting Again.

“One of the greatest literary hits cf (he
season is the story of “Baby Bunting; or,
the Alphabet of Love,” by Laura Jean
Libbey, which is at present being pub-
lished in the colu‘mnb‘h of Tee New Yorg
FA.M'ILY Srory I?Al;m The paper con-
taining the openin ";;}uapters of this won-
derfully popular ¥ ‘ance appeared on
the news stands re’ . tly. The tremend-
ous rush for that | aber by the young
ladies of town sh™ { clearly that the
gnbhshers have sti___ | a bonanza. Trg

AMILY STORY PA&J i8 for sale by all
newsdealers, or will be sent to any ad-
dress four months, postage free, for $1.00.
Norman L. Munro, Publisher, 24 and 26
Vandewater Street, New York. :

When Eve upon the first of men

The apple pressed with specicus cant,
0, what a thousand pities then

That Adam was not Adamant,




