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PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Dr. Walkem Wants Representation
on the Alaska Boundary,-
Commission.

Mr. Speaker Rules That Mr. Kit-
chen’s Anti-Chinese Clause
is Out of Order.

FIFTY-SIXTH DAY.
Monday, Feb. 18.

The speaker took the chair at two
o'clock. e Bl

Hon. J. H. Turner presented a peti-
tion from the W. C. 'f. U. regarding the
appointment of police’ matrons in the
jail. Out of order. Should have gone
to the lieut.-governor in council.

Hon. Mr. ‘Turner introduced a bill to
amend the contagious diseases act. Head
a first time.

Mr. Helmeken introduced a bill re-
specting distress for rent. Read a first
rime.

Mr. Semlin moved for a return shoiv-
ing at what point actual constructicn
was commenced on the Canadian West
ern Central railway, as stated in' the
preamble to bill No. 91, an act respect-
ing the Canadian Western Central raii-
way. What was the nature of this
work? ‘And what was the amount of
money actuslly expended in'‘this work?
Adopted without discussion. s

Dr. Walkem moved that whereas a
commission has been appointed by the
Dominion ‘government, acting conjoint!y
with a commission appointed by ftLe
government of the United States, for the
purpose of delimiting the boundary line
petween the territory of Alaska and that
of the Dominion of Canada; and where-
as owing to the contiguity of the terri-
tory in dispute, the interests of the
province of British Columbia are ma-
terially affected by the settlement to be
arrived at; and whereas the government
of the province of British Columbia h'ave
in the past taken active steps in bring-
ing about the measures adopted by the
Dominion government for the location of
the line of demarcation and its early and
expeditious termination; and have ‘e-
peatedly brought to the attention of th»
authorities at Ottawa he great import-
ance of obtaining all the territory rignt-
fully that of Canada within the terms
and meaning of the treaty governing
the same: therefore be it enacted, that
a respectful address be presented from
this house to his honor the lieut.-govei-
nor praying that he will be pleased <o
move his excellency the governor-general
to consider the great desirability of Bri-
tish Columbia being directly represented
in the negotiations for the settlement of
the boundary line between Canada and
the territory of Alaska, and that no ef-
fort may be spared to secure for this
province all that was originall‘y contera-
plated under the terms of the treaty of
Great Britain with Russia.

The mover spoke very briefly in sup-
port of the motion.

Hon. Mr. Turner reviewed what the

provineial goveriment .h.’id ~done in re- | -
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gard ‘o ‘the caSe.” " f A

My Hunter, ‘who in 1877 defined tkLe
boundary for thé Dominion-government,
gsaid the Dominion government had
since that time known of the difference
of opinion regarding the boundary be-
tween the Dominion and the province.
Portland canal was not mentioned 1n
the original treaty, but it was mentioned
in the American version.

Motion adopted.

On consideration of the report on the
Canada Western bill Mr. Sword moved
to repeal section 8 of the Canada West-
ern subsidy act, 1889, and substitute the
following:

“8. The lands acquired by the com-
pany shall not be, subject to taxation,
unless and until the same are used for
other than railway purposes, or leased;
occupied, sold or alienated, or until the
lapse of a period of five years after the
same gre acquired, whichever shall nap-
pen first; but after the expiration ct
such five years the company may select
such lands as they wish to retain, which
shall then be subject to taxation, and
such lands as they do mot wish to retain
shall be open to pre-emption or purchase
under as liberal provisions as the lands
of the province, the company receiving
the proceeds of the same; and the cap-
ital stock and “all’ property other than
the landsaforesaid shall be exempt fro.n
provincial and municipal taxation until
the expiration of ten years from the
completion of the railway, or ten years
from the date fixed by statute for such
completion, whichever may first han-
pen.”

The speaker ruled the amendment o1t
of order, as it dealt with revenue and
taxation. ;

Mr., Kitehen moved .the usual anti-
Chinese and anti-Japanese clause.

Hon. :Mr. Davie asked if-the ‘clause
was in order: = It, he contended, wouldl |
impair the ecompany’s franchise. 5

Mr. Semlin contended that the bll
brought down was- a government meas
ure and any member could propose «n
amendment to it.

The speaker ruled the amendment out
of order, holding that it was outsile
the scope of the bill.

Mr. Semlin appealed from the ruling
and asked the speaker to give the ruliag
in writing. . v

The speaker gave the following rul-
ing:

“The amendment of the hon. member
for Chilliwack to bill No. 91 goes beyond
the subject matter of the bill as intro-
duced and disclosed on the second read-
ing. May, p. 466, says: “When the
bill as amended by the commitee is con-
sidered the entire bill is open to consid
eration,. and new clauses may be added
and amendments made. - According to
former usage the amendments might be
wholly irrelevant to the subject matter
of the bill. = This vieious practice was in
1888 rendered impossible by standiig
order No. 41, which prescribes that no
amendment may be proposed to a bill on
consideration which could not have bean
proposed in ‘committee without' an in-
struction from the house.” = The amend-
ment of the hon. member for Chilliwack

_could not have been moved in commit-

tee of the whole without an instruction
from the house, and is therefore not ad-
missible on report. 5

“D. W. HIGGINS, Speaker.’

Hon. Mr. Davie submitted a message
froin the lieut.-governor enclosing aiu-
endments to the companies act.. Referr-
ed to committee of the 'whole and re-
ported to the house.

The house went into committee .on
Col. Baker’s bill to amend the ¢oal
mines regulation act. Reported com-
plete, bill read a third time and pass-
ed.

The house went into commitftee on the
Dominion lands bill. = Reported eom-
plete, read a third time and passed.

On consideration of the report on the
mineral bill, Hon. Col. Baker’s amend-
ment to relicve holders of claims on rne
island railway belt from forfeiture was
taken up. .The amendment was lost,
Messrs. MeGregor, Walkem and el-
lie voting with the opposition against
it.

Hon. Col. Baker moved to strike out
sub-section 3 of section 23 and insert
the following:

“The owner of a mineral claim shall
be entitled to all surface rights, includ-
ing the use of all timber thereon, for
mining or building purposes, so long as
he holds the said claim for the purpese
of developing the
therein, but no longer.”

Mr. Hume moved- to strike out claus2
13, which ‘would prevent an alien from
holding a mineral claim. He pointed
out that many Americans held claims in
Kootenay.

The clause was struck out after some
diseussion.

Further consideration fo the report
was postponed.

Mr. Kitchen rose to a guestion of priv-
ilege. Fle was given to understaund
that the architect andsseveral interested
parties had copies of the evidence in the
parliament. buildings inquiry, and h=
would like to know when members wouidd
have copies.

Hon. Mr. Davie did not think the evi-
dence should be distributed, as there
was at least one error in it. If it is
to be distributed it should not be until
the evidemce now being taken by the
committee is printed.

Mr. Sword pointed out that the house
had ordered the evidence to be printel.

Mr. Cotton did not think the attorney-
genral should be allowed to disregard an
order of the house.

Mr. Eberts presented the report of che
committee appointed to inquire into the
claim of Baker and son to certain land
at Gower point. Read and received.

Hon. Mr. Davie presented a message
from the lieut.-governor submitting a b:ll
to amend the Cariboo Hydraulic Mining
company’s act. Referred .to committe2,
where Hon. Mr. Davie explained that
the bill empowered the government 70
grant the. company more water rights
and to build certain dams. Reported to
the house and read a first time. — .

Hon. Mr. Davie introduced a bill to
amend the revenue tax act so as to ¢l-
low the revenue tax to be collected te-
fore magistrates.

Read a first time, & i
~On consideration of the repert of the
Vancouver act amendment bill, Mz
McPherson moved to strike out the
clause inserted by Hon. Mr. Davie to
prevent cities from competing with pri-
vate coPporations. The motion was lost,
Mr. McGregor voting with the opposi-
tion in favor of it.

Mr. Kitchen moved to add the follow-
ing as sub-section e:

‘“‘e. In the event of any gas, street rail;
way or electric light company having
any contract with the city of Vancouver
for the supply of gas, electric light, or
the construction and operation of any
street railway, failing to observe and
perform any of the conditions or cove-
nants of such contract, the provisions cof
this sub-section shall not apply, and the
ccuncil of the said city shall not be
bound by the provisions thereof. = Mo-
tion defeated. :

Mr. Kitchen moved to add to the
clauses inserted by Hon. Mr. Davie the
following: The provisions of this sectioh
shall have no force or effect whatsoever
if the gas company charge more than
two dollars and fifty cents per one thou-
sand cubic feet for all gas supplied by
them, or if the electric light company
charge any ' citizen more than one cent
per ampere per hour for electricity. sup-
plied by such company for lighting pur-
pcses; and in the event of such compa-
nies  making charges in excess of  the
sbove the corporation shall have the
right to construet, purchase, maintain
and operate gas and electric light works,
and te supply the inhabitants of the city
therewith, without first offering a price
for the works of any company operating
in the city or expropriating their works
under the provisions of this sub-section.”
Adopted.

Mr. Sword moved an amendment ern:
“‘powering the‘eity of Vancouver to pass
a by-law authorizing the purchase, con-
struetion, operation, and maintenance of
an electric light plant and works +o
light  the streets, highways and pub‘ic
places and buildings, the property of the
city, and for raising sufficient money
on the credit of the city to defray the
cest thereof and the purchase of any
land necessary therefor, under the pro-
visions of the said act and amending

" actsl for creating debts on the credit of

the ecity.” -Motion defeated.
The house rose at 5.45.

EVENING SESSION.

The Vancouver aect amendment bill
was again taken up, Mr. Hunter moving'
the. following as a new sub-section:

“e, Provided, however, that the eouncil
may enter into the lighting of the public
streets with ‘electric light -at any time,
tpon their first acquiring the boilers, e:-
g:nes, dynamos, poles, wires, and all oth
er gre lighting plant then being utilized
in the lighting of the streets by any
company incorporated and ecarrying -on
their business within :the limits of the
city; the price to be paid for such plant
and the preliminary- steps to be taken
for the acquiring of such are to be the
same- as hereinbefore provided.” - Ad-
opted on division.

The report as ameénded was adopted.

minerals econtained-

plete.

Anamendment was made to the drain-| and. ‘whereas ¥ claims
were and have heretofore been located

age, dyking and irrigation bill and the
report was laid over. 3

“The house went into committee, Mr.
Graham in the chair, on the Sunday ob-
servance bill. :
“Mr.'Kenedy moved an amendment ex-
empting the conveying of travellers by
lund or water, their baggage and the
rails, selling of drugs and medicines and
meals; the hiring of boats and carriages;
running of tram cars, the issuing of Sun-
day papers, and other works of a neces-
sary character.

Evety member in the house had ad-
ditional exemptions to suggest, and Ma-
jor Mutter suggested that it apply only
t» the city of New Westminster. .

Dr. Walkem thought any one who
would introduce such a bill was off his
base.

Mr. Kennedy said he was willing to
leave it to the house as to whether he
was more off his base than . Dr. Walk-
em.

Dr. Walkem—Being a medical man, 1
contend that I am the best judge.

The house rose, reported progress and
asked leave to sit again. :

The house went into committee on thes
homestead bill. : {

Dr. Walkem moved an amendment
providing that exemptions shall not ex-
ceed in value $500. Adopted.

Mr. Smith moved that the committee
rise, and in so doing spoke, very strongly
against the bill, v

Dr. Walkem explained, that the act
now ‘on the statute book was introduced
by Mr. Smith, and that gentleman went
wild when anybody proposed to amend
it 3
The motion to rise was defeated.

The committee rose and reported pro-
gress without having made a great deal
of Pprogress.

The report on the tramway, telephone
and telegraph companies incorporation
bill was adopted.

The report on the 'Canada Western !
railway bill was adopted, and on the!
third reading Mr. Kitchen moved to re-
fer the bill back to committee of the !
whole for the purpose of inserting the
anti-Chinese clause. The motion was
defeated on the following division: :

Ayes—Messrs. Williams, Kitchen,
Kennedy, Hume, Cotton, Forster, Mc-
Pherson, Graham, Kidd, Sword, Kellie,
Walkem, McGregor and Braden—14.

Noes—Messrs. Baker,  Pooley, Davie,
Turner, Martin, Bryden, Rogers, &Eb-
erts, Rithet, Hunter, Adams, Irving,
Booth, Helmcken, Mutter and Smith—
16.

The bill was read a third time* and
pessed.

"The wages regulation bill was read a
secend time and referred to committee.

After a discussion lasting half an hour
or motion of Mr. Sword the committee
roee, killing the bill. .

Mr. Graham moved the second reading |
of the bill to amend the cattle act, whica |
aims ‘at the protection of swine along
lines of railway.

The bill was reaed a second time,

Mr. Mutter moved the second reading
of the line fences and water courses bill.
Read a second time and referred to com-
mittee, Mr. Booth .in the

b= s
ported complete, read a.third time and
passed. ;

The municipal bill passed the seeond
reading without discussion.

Mr, Adams moved the second readiug
of the wild horses bill. Read-a second
time.

The house adjourned at 12.45.

FIFTY-SEVENTH DAY.
Tuesday, Feb. 19.
The speaker took the chair at two

o’clock. »

Hon. Mr. Turner moved the second
reading of the hill to amend the conta-
gious diseases act, which provides for
the inspection of :attle and dairies. 'The
bill was published in full last evening.
Read a second time.

The uouse went iuto counnittee, Mr.
Kitchen in the chair, »n the duiapanies
bill. 'The amendments srouyht down
by messenger were inserted and the bill
was reported complete.

The revenue tax bill wus read a sec-
ond, tiuwa nwd referred to commitie.

Mr. Kitchen suggested that the gov-
ernment - introduce an amendment to
prevent the tax collector from collecting
the tax from men who had just secured
one or two days’ work.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved an amend-
ment providing that an employer of la-
bor shall not be liable for the revenue
tax of an employe unless such employe
has been in his employ for one week of
the vear for which the tax is due.

The amendment was adopted and the
bill was reported complete. :

The ecattle act amendment bill passed
through committee, being reported com-

Mr. Adams meved. to refer the tram-
way, telephone and telegraph companies
bill back to committee, with instructions
to insert the following clause:

“Phis act shall not empower any
company formed hereunder to parallel
with its line of tramway in whole or in
part the Nakusp & Slocan railway, or
the Kaslo' & Slocan railway, but it shall
not be deemed to' prevent any such com-
pany from constructing works which
may act as feeders to either of said rail-
way, and no such feeder shall he deem-
ed a parallel line within the meaning of
this ‘section.” - ,

The bill was referred back to commit-
tee, where the clause was inserted. Re-
ported complete, read a third time and
passed.

On consideration of the third reading
of the mineral bill, Mr. Rithet moved
to recommit it to insert sthe - following
clause:

“13. Whereas disputes have heretofore
existed between the province of British
Columbia and the HKsquimalt & Nanai-
mo railway ecompany with respect to the
ownership of the precious metals lying
under the lands within .what is known
as the railway belt on Vancouver island,
and steps were taken by the said rail-
way company on or about the 30th No-
vember, 1893, to actively assert the
rights claimed by them by ejecting free
miners who attempted to locate, record

or work claims within said railway belt;

merous mineral

within said belt, in order to preserve the
title to which ‘it ‘was necessary for the
holders to do’ work thereon in accord-
ance with section 24 of the mineral act,
1891, but by reason of the assertion of
the rights claimed as aforementioned,
such work was in several cases omitted;
and whereas legal proceedings were in-
stituted in order to determine the title
to. such precious metals, and judgment
therein was given on the 16th day of
October, 1894: therefore be it enacted,
that notwithstanding anything contain-
ed in section 24 of the mineral aet, 1891,
all persons being lawful holders of min-
eral eclaims within the said:belt on the
said 30th day of Novembrr, 1893. shall
be and are hereby relieved from all for-
feitures for failure to wo any - such
claim between that date and the said
16th day of October, 1894, and the year
during which it is required by law that
work should be done on a claim shall,
in the case of such claims, be deemed to
have commenced to run on the said 16th
day of October, 1894; but nothing in this
section shall apply to the case of an ad-
verse claim where the court shall consid-
er such claim to be just and equitable.”

Mr. Cotton pointed out that the ain-’

endment had been previously negatived
by the house, anid contended that it was
out of order.

i The speaker ruled that it was m  or-
er.

Dr. Walkem contended that the clause
was intended to give back to a man a
claim in Alberni which he had deserted
and which had afterwards been taken
up and developed by other men. It
was a matter for the courts and not for
the house.

The amendment was lost and the bill
was read a third time and passed.

On motion that the house go into cora-

| mittee on the municipal bill, Mr, Hun-

ter moved that the speaker do not now
leave the chair, but that the government
be requested to introduce a uniform act
for all the cities. 4

The speaker ruled the motion out of
order, and the house went into commit-
tee, Mr. Booth in the chair.

After defeating a couple of amend-
ments proposed by Mr. Sword, the com-
mittee rose and reported progress.

The house rose at 5.45.

EVENING SESSION.

The house again went into committee'

on the muniecipal hill.

Mr. Rithet moved to add to section 6:

“Nothing herein contained shall au-
thorize the granting of any bonus of ex-
emption from taxes and water rates in
favor of any manufactory, industry, un-
dertaking or -entcrprise that is intended
to compete with. any manufactory, in-
dustry or enterprise already established
anq carrying on its operations within the
municipal limits.”

The amendment was adopted.

Mr. Rithet moved an amendment to
allow the council to borrow a sum of

money equal to the total amount of tax- |

es upon land or real estate as shown

. by the revised assessment roll’ for the
£hair Re: t-preceding vear, in anticipation - of, the

revenué.  The bill us fntroduced would

only allow them to horrow 75 per cent.

of the amount o the assessment. roll

for the previous year. B
The amendment was adopted.

Mr. McPherson moved an amendment |

providing that  a three-fifths majority
shall be necessary to c¢arry a money by-
law. Adopted.

On motion of Dr. Walkem the clanse
imposing a tix on clubs was repealed.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved an amend-
ment making the county court judge or
person appointed in his stead the chair-
man of the board of license commission-
ers instead of the mayor.

Hon. Mr. Davie explained that he
thought one of the supreme court judges
would agree to accept the chairmanship
of the boards in Victoria.

Mr. Cotton asked why, if the attorney-
general wished to copy Ontario in this
matter he did not copy the whole prin-
ciple. Tn Ontario the councils were em-
powered to set the whole thing aside.

Mr, Rithet did not think that he could
vote for the proposition. The mayor,
being the representative of the people,
should be the chairman of the board.

The amendment was lost.

The elause providing that the mayor
and two aldermen should compose the
board of police commissiohers was struck
out.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved to make the
county court judge or the person ap-
pointed chairman of the board of police
commissioners instead of the mayor. He
contended that a judge could not be ask-
ed to accept the position of a commis-
sioner unless he was made chairman of
the board. 1 4

Mr. Rithet opposed the amendment.

The amendment was lost.

Mr. Sword moved an amendment pro-
viding that it should be necessary to
submit a by-law to the ratepayers when
it is proposed to undertake a work by
local improvement when such work ex-
ceeds 5 per cent. of the assessed value
of the land and real property of the mu-
nicipality. The amendment was. rejeect-

ed, as was also the main clause, which

provided that a by-law. must he submit-
ted to the people when such work would
exceed 25 per cent., of the assessed value
of the property in mediately benefited.

Hon. Mr. Davie meved to strike out
the clause in the main act dealing with
appeals from the court of revision, which
he contended prevented an appeal being
taken unless everybody appealed. . He
proposed to leave the clause as it was in
1892.

The amendment was adopted.

Mr. Rithet introduced an amendment
to empower the council to pass a by-law
to levy two mills on the dollar for school
purposes. He explained that the schools
in Victoria cost $50,000 8. year, which
sum would have to ecome out of the gen-
eral revenue if the council avas not em-
powered to levy this special rate.

Mr. Hunter opposed the amendment, ‘

and he also objected to the council being
allowed to levy one mill in the dollar for
the board of health. He thought it
was wrong for the school trvstees to-be

-allowed to order the council to vote any

L

{

1

‘should have some say as to how mucha
shoiild be expended on the schools.

Mr. Eberts thought the amendment
should be passed. - If the expenses of
the schools was taken out of the general
revenue there would be nothing left for
improvements. At present the council
had to take $19,000 out of the general
revenue for scheols.

Hon. Mr. Davie thought it would be
botter to allow the council to supervise
the requisitions of the school "trustees
and then let them levy what was neces-
sary. The council should have some say
about the money they had to raise for
school purposes. 1f this was done the
council might find that something less
than two mills' was required. He did
not object to the two mills heing levied,
but he did think that the council should
sapervise the expenditure of it.

Mr. Cotton pointed out that the trus-
tees as well as the aldermen were elect-
ed by the ratepayers.

Hon. Col. -Raker thought if the attor-
ney-general’s proposition was carried out
ad great deal of friction would be eaus-
ed.

Mr. Hunter noticed that the ministe-
rial association had been getting their
oar in and had suggested that music be
taught in the schocls. The trustees; of
course, rubbed their hands and said that
it was a very good thing. -~ He supposed
there would be requisitiops for pianos
and jew’s harps ard salaries for dancing
masters, the pupils being taught the bal-
let, ete. And the council would of course
have to pay it.

The amendment was adopted.

Mr. Braden moved a clause to preveat
the employment by the city, either di-
rectly or indirectly, of alien labor, and
- providing that a clause- to that effect
should be inserted in all city contracts.

The amendment was defeated.

.Hon. Mr. Darvie moved the following
as a new clause:

.“Notwithstanding anything in the mu-
nicipal act, or in any amendment there-
of, it shall be lawful for the lieut.-gov-
ernor, upon a petition signed by a ma-

municipality, and by a majority in iu-
terest rapresenting at least three-fourths
in value, as shown by the current assess-
ment roll of those persons assessed for
land or improvements in such munici-
pality, by an order in council, to disin-
corporate and annul the letters patent
of such municipality; but in no case shall
such disincorporation take place until
due provision is made, to the satisfaction
of the lieut.-governor in council, for the
payment and discharge of all debts and
obligations of the municipality.”

The amendment was adopted and the
bill was reported complete.

Hon, Mr. Davie said he would have a
commission issued appointing the mem-
bers of the parliament buildings commit-

would continue the investigation. 1t
was impossible for the committee 1o re-
port hefore the house prorogued.

Both Mr. Williams and Mr. Kennedy
declined to act. * P e
..The house ‘adjourned at: 1245 =~ =

A5 vanadian News.

Ottawa, Feb. 20.—A well known sport-
ing man last night 6ffered to bet $5000
to_$2000 that Laurier would be our next
premier. 'The wager was not aecepted
at the time, but this morning “Doc”
Johnson, a local sport, who is quite
wealthy, covered the money. The affair
has caunsed considerable talk, as the
gentleman who gave such tremendous
odds is known among the sporting fra-
ternity as a cool.’ shrewd man.

Winnipeg, Feb. 20.—In continuing the
debate on the speech from the throne in
the legislature yesterday, Wm. Fisher,
Independent Liberal, commended the
Ontario school system which allows se-
parate schools but places them as much
ucder government <control as public
schools. Catholie children were in a bet-
ter position in Ontario than they had ev+
er been in Manitoba. In New Bruns-
wick there are separate schools in full
blast. In the United States the po-
sition is the same. In Savannah, Ga.,
a city of 65,000 people, there are two
Catholic schools under the public”8¢hool
board but having Catholie teachers, pri-
vileges as to readers, and text books om
history and.religious exercises. He be-
lieved this wicked agitation, this wicked
legislation had been coneeived for the
pripose of political capital which was a
disgrace to any statesman. ' <

"Vhen Baby was sick, we gave her Castoris,
When she was a Child, she cried for Castoria,
When she became Miss, she clung to Oastoria,
When ghe had Cldldren, she gave them Cassorin,
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