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THE KIDNEYS, 
DRINK WATER

projecting upon paper vivid images 
that instantly evoke a character, a 
place, a situation. He is a romantic 
realist. Never sentimental like the 
majority of his contemporaries, nev­
ertheless his book is suffused with 
pity. He loves humanity. Art will 

get in the way of sympathy for 
suffering and the lowly, the step­
children of nature who lead humble 
lives in corners of cities and ships. 
Best of all, he has genuine power. 
\ writer of virile power is a rarity 
in this hour of insipid embroidery 
end mucilaginous sentimentalists."

At the age of 16 he was apprenticed 
to a large engineering firm in London. 
From 1900 to 1905 he was occupied as 
a mechanical engineer, and then went 
to sea in the engine room of a tramp 
steamer. He continued at sea, serving 
in steamers in all parts of the world, 
and* holds a chief engineer’s certificate 
in both the British and American mer­
chant marines. In 1918, at the instance 
of an artist friend who had known 
him all his life, he settled down in 
Nutley, New Jersey, to embark upon 
a literary career. His knowledge as an 
engineer, however, brought him other 
work, and when the war broke out he 

in New Orleans, inspecting boilers 
for the United Fruit Company. Then 
lie went to the war.
A Writer’s Discouragements.

Before he went to sea, but especially 
shipboard, William McFee essayed 

to put his literary talents to some use. 
He. was always writing, and always 
having experiences which enlarged his 
outlook, stimulated his imagination, 
and appealed to his heart. His product 
included scraps of verse, sketches of sea 
life, and rough drafts of novels. The 
manuscript of his first book, An Ocean 
Tramp, was rejected by several pu- 
Ushers, but was finally accepted and 
brought out in England in 1908, and 
has gone through many editions. He 
lias since published Aliens, Captain 
Macedoine’s Daughter, Casuals of the 
Sea, Command; Harbors of Memory, 
and Port Said Miscellany., He has 
also written many short stories, tech­
nical articles for engineering maga­
zines and fragments of verse. An 
American writer describes him ns “a 
master of refined English prose,” and 
another as “a novelist of great gifts.”

Mrs. McFee recalls that when a pub­
lisher who had rejected one of her son’s 
manuscripts repented several years 
later and wanted it, the fact that she 
had preserved it was its salvation; for 
the aftithor knew not where it was.

While her son was in New Orleans, 
in 1914, Mrs. McFee received from 
him a letter containing a twenty- 
dollar bill, which he jocularly re­
marked he was sending as “sinews of 
war.” Between the time the letter was 
mailed and the date of its receipt war 
had actually been declared, and be- 

. cause of the general uncertainty some 
W'eeks passed before she was able to 
-exchange the American bill.

While Mr. McFee was at Salonika 
he wrote an article for the Atlantic 

After the war, he returned to Monthly. The editor, desiring to pay
for it, and not knowing the address, 
inquired at Nutley, New Jersey. He 
was there referred to Mrs. McFet in 
I.ondon, and the check was sent to her. 
On arrival it showed traces of sea 
water, for the vessel had been hit by a 

It would seem that neither his iorpedo. It could not be cashed witil- 
people nor the pubUshers had any ]ier son’s signature. She therefor 
marked desire to see W’illiam McFee TYnt it to the Mediterranean, and in 
enter upon a literary career. The (jue course it returned. It had made 
former discouraged him when he began three voyages through seas infested by 
to write, and the publishers sent back submarines, and was finally cashed, 
his manuscripts. His pc.pie wanted - ... N
him to be an engineer, anl he became Plaia Sailing Now. 
so good a one that today he Mr. McFee was engaged for several 
is regarded as an authority, and years on his novel, Casuals of the 
a highly qualified consulting en- gea, and completed it while living at 
gineer. His father knew every- Nutley, New Jersey. It was rejected 
thing about a ship, and the son j,y several publishers. At Nutley also 
inherited the quality of thoroughness, he wrote the novel Aliens. Since the 
As a boy he had two loves—books and v,ar he has steadily won his way into 
tools -and used both with -eager zest, the hearts of readers and his popu- 
His mother told The Times-Star that jar;ty as an author is assured. lie is 
when he was between 11 and 12 years a]so a gifted lecturer, and is booked 
of age he read a History of North and j this fall for three lectures in Cali- 
South America, with dictionary and 
atlas beside him; and when he asked 
her about a word or a place she re­
ferred him to the books, that by the 

knowledge might he more 
firmly fixed in his mind. She was also 
careful to correct any imperfecXVtse of 
language, and so set him on the way to 
become a master of pure English 
speech. More than that, he had a boy’s 
workshop, and she taught him the use 
of the saw and plane. It is therefore 
fair to say that his mother’s moulding 
influence had a marked effect upon his 
character and career, 
gone through the public schools he 
took a course at Bury St. Edmunds.
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MRS. JOHN NITEE, MOTHER OF NOTED WRITER, VISITS 
SAINT JOHN AFTER ABSENCE OF FORTY-SIX YEARS
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His Mother Honored.
On the voyage en route to Canada 

in June last Mrs. McFee was enter­
tained and honored by American pas­
sengers when they learned she was 
the mother of the novelist, with whose 
books they were familiar. On arrival 
at New York she was the guest of 
her son’s publishers, Doubledav, Page 
&- Co., and was shown over their 
mammoth printing plant, to see every 
piocess from the white paper on the 
first press to the gilt lettering on 
the finished book. She says is was 
a wonderful experience.

While in Winnipeg Mrs. McFee went 
into the lending library in the Hudson 
Bay Stores, and found her son’s 
books on the list. She goes with 
her daughter this week to visit him 
at his home In Westport, Conn., and 
thence to I-ondon. She says it has 
been a delightful experience, not only 
to visit Winnipeg, but . to greet old 
friends in Baie Verte, Albert County, 
Moncton and St. John, after an absence 
of forty-six years. At seventy-four 
years of age she is in execdlent health 
and enjoying every moment of life. 
She attended service in Centenary 
Church yesterday morning,. and 
charmed with the noble edifice, that 
has replaced the Mqthodist Church 
she attended here before the great 
fire. She spoke afterward of County 
Treasurer Thorne, as one she remem­
bered from the old days, not know­
ing that he also had been in attend- 

at the service yesterday.

was
The American men and women must 

guard constantly against kidney trouble 
because we often eat too much rich 
food.
which the kidneys strive to filter out; 
they weaken from overwork, become 
sluggish, the eliminative tissues clog 
and the result is kidney trouble, blad­
der weakness and a general decline in 
health.

When your kidneys feel like lümps 
of lead; your back hurts or the urine 
Is cloudy, full of sediment, or ÿou are 
obliged to seek relief two or three 
times during the night; if you suffer 
with sick headache, or dizzy, nervous 
spells, acid stomach, or if you have 
rheumatism when the weather is bad, 
begin drinking lots of good soft water 
and get from your pharmacist about 
four ounces of Jad Salts. Take a 
tablespoonful in a glass of water be­
fore breakfast for A few days and your 
kidneys may then act fine.

This famous salts is made from the 
acid of grapes and lemon juice, com­
bined with lithia, and has been used 
for years to help flush and stimulate 
clogged kidneys, to neutralize the acids 
in the system so they no longer are a 

of irritation, thus often reliev­
ing bladder disorders.

Jad Salts is inexpensive; cannot in­
jure, makes a delightful effervescent 
lithia-water drink and belongs in every 
home, because nobody can make a mis­
take by having a good kidney flush­
ing any time. By all means have your 
physician examine your kidneys at least 
twice a year.
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The Province of New Brunswick I 
cannot claim William McFee, one of 
the most brilliant of the younger novel­
ists, as a native son, for he was born 
on the Atlantic ocean ; but the ship 
o'n which he was bom was built in 
Courtenay Bay, St. John; and his fa­
ther and mother were both natives of 
this province. John McFee of Hanford 
Brook, St. John County, and Hilda 
Wallace of Upper Coverdale, Albert 
County, were married in St. John in 
1875, and in September, 1877, a few 

nths after the great fire, they sailed 
away on the maiden voyage of the ship 
Erin’s Isle, which was on the stocks 
in Cburtenay Bay at the time of the 
fire, and of which John MçFee, her de­
signer, sailed as master. For three 
years they sailed, from port to port, 
making the circuit of the globe, with 
only three weeks ashore, in the 
Ghauts Mountains in India. They sail­
ed again from London to Calcutta, and 
back to London. Their son William 

born while they were on this voy­
age, in 1881, and in the same year they 
retired from the sea and settled in 
North London, where the captain died 
in 1889.

Mrs. McFee arrived in St. John last 
Wednesday, the first time since she 
sailed away on the Erin’s Isle. She has 

, been in Winnipeg, visiting her brother 
and the widow of one of her sons who 

killed in the war, fighting with 
From Winnipeg she 

to Baie Verte to visit a sister, 
Mrs. Mary Vaughan, and then to this 
city ter .visit another sister, Mrs. Anne 
Steeves.'who resides with her daughter, 
Mrs. Grover Watts, at 81 Alexandra 
street. Mrs. McFee is accompanied by 
her daughter, Miss Josephine McFee, 
and they will leave" this week for West- 
port,1 Conn., where William McFee the
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this son of New Brunswick parents 
we may quote from an article liy 
James Huneker in the New York 
Times, after he had read Casuals of 
the Sea:

“McFee reminds one at times of 
Dickens, especially in his humorous 
passages, but I should say that person­
al temperament aside, he has been 
influenced more by the Russians, Do­
stoievsky and Tolstoy, and the French 
realists, Balzac, Flaubert, and Zola, 
than he would care to admit.

objectively. He has the gift of

was
source

MRS. JOHN McFEE.WILLIAM McFEE.
ancc

was Said, to carry meat to ports in the 
Mediterranean. After two years he 
got into the naval reserve, and was 
made first engineer in the City pi 
Oxford, a bombing ship, in the Medi­
terranean. He was once at Gallipoli, 
and was off the coast of Palestine 
when the Turks withdrew froip that 
area.
the United States, and has bis home 
in Westport, Conn., where he carries 
on the literary work that brought him 
fame.

Use the Want Ad. Waynovelist now lives. Thence they return 
to their home In London.
The Wallace Family

Mrs. McFee spent the first twenty- 
two years of her life at the home of 
her father, John Wallace, at Upper 
Coverdale, six or seven miles above 
Moncton, on the opposite side of the 
river, in Albert Coifnty. Moncton was 
still known as The Ben<L and one of 
the surprises of Mrs. McFee’s present 
tour was the change from the strag-. 
gling, muddy little place where her 
girlhood shopping was done, to the 
modern city of Moncton, with its fine 
houses and its clean streets lined with 
trees.

Marsden Wallace, 
has lived in Winnipeg for over twenty 
years and is now retired, was formerly 
a Moncton merchant, a memb<- of the 
town council, and highly respected- 
citizen. The Wallace family are long- 
lived. The surviving members of that 
Upper Coverdale home are:—Mrs. 
Anne Steeves, St. John, 86; Mrs. Mary 
Vaughan, Baie Verte, 80; Marsden 
Wallace, Winnipeg, 77; Mrs. John Mc­
Fee, London, 74.

Mrs. McFee’s great-grandfather was 
Rev. William Black, the father of 
Methodism in Canada. William J. Rob­
inson of Moncton, father of Hon. C. 
W. Robinson, was her cousin. Another 
cousin was the father of Lewis Smith, 
M. P P. for Albert County, 
are many distant family connections 
in Albert and Westmorland Counties.

He
ON VISIT TO NOVA SCOTIAsees

Sir Robert Borden passed througli 
Moncton on Friday on a visit to Nova 
Scotia. Sir Robert was looking ex­
ceptionally well despite his advancing 
years. He came direct from Toronto, 
where he attended the reception ten­
dered Mr. Lloyd George. Sir Robert 
plans to spend about ten days in Nova 
Scotia after which he will return to 
Ottawa.
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The Four Brother Captains

SUN COAL & 
WOOD CO.

iThe parents of Capt John McFee of 
Hanford Brook, SI. John County, had 
seven sons. They hoped to make farm­
ers of them, hut four became sea-cap­
tains and ended their days in England. 
The names of the four were Thomas,

Thomas

Mild and Fragrant Emmerson Fuel Go. ltd.SPARKLING EYES FOLLOW 
GOOD HEALTH 115 City Road.

DOMESTIC 
SELECTED 

COAL

Toronto, Ont.—“From the time of 
my earliest girlhood I had always 
heard my mother speak in highest 
praise of Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Pres­
cription for women’s ailments, so it is 
not at all strange that after I married 
and had backaches, nervous spells and 
other distresses that I should remem­
ber what my mother had always said 
of this Prescription, and I found it re­
lieved me of my aches, pains and ner­
vousness. It gave me renewed health 
and strength and so greatly benefited 

that I have no hesitancy in saying 
that Doctor Pierce’s Favorite Pres­
cription is absolutely perfect as a tonic 
and nervine for women who are ailing 
or nervous.”—Mrs. Rose Craig, 257 
Sackville St.

You’ll soon feel better if you 
this Prescription of Dr. Pierce’s at 
your nearest drug store, in tablets or 
liquid, or send 10c to Dr. Pierce's La­
boratory in Bridgeburg, Ont., for trial 
package tablets. Write for free medi­
cal advice.

Weslev, John and Charles, 
and Charles on their retirement from' 
the sea settled in the suburbs of Liv­
erpool, Wesley in Hampton, west of 
London, and John in Nortli I.ondon. 
All four, as* already noted, have passed 
away. Another brother was Robert 
McFee of Sussex, whose daughter is 
the wife of Dr. I.angstroth of this city.

ORINOCO On hand large shipment of choice 
HARD and SOFT wood. Also high- 
grade SOFT COAL in stock. Double 
screened BROAD COVE COAL; 
PEERLESS LUMP.
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s ' COKE Phone M. 134678 St. David St.Ships of Courtenay Bay.
' About half a century ago the British 
firm of Francis Carvilie & Son had five 
vessels built in St. John. They were 
designed by John McFee, who super- 
•ritended their construction and hud a 
small share in eacii. The members of 
the firm were Irish, and the McFees 

originally Nortli of Ireland 
folk ; therefore it was fitting that three ; 
of the ships should have Irish names, j 
The names of the five were: Frank, 
Carvilie, P. G. Carvilie, Erin’s Star, 
Erin’s Gem, and Erin’s Isle.

Miss Hilda Wallace cyne 
Upper Coverdale to St. John 
Here she met John McFee. In 1875 
thev were married, and two years later, 
at the earnest and repeated solicitation 
of the owners, he agreed to go to sea 

master of • the newly- 
He was no

(Nova Scotia)

Cool and WoodDomestic Goal Co.
•Rhone M. 2554

(School Bags Free)

me

(Best quality. )
BROAD COVE, BRAS D’OR, 

SCOTIA COMFORT
Hard Wood, Soft Wood, and 

Kindling

. TUCKETTS
ORINOCOwereobtain 0/?A Broad Cove Coal !FINE ïï>0

X

We handle the Best Broad 
Cove Coal on the market. Why 
because it is the old original No. 

1 double screened, free from 
stone and smoke. The best is 
the cheapest.

D. W. LANDIniyand^padiatfesanJVzlb.tms.from 
in 1871.

Erin Street Siding 
Phone 4055; Evening 874I

By “BRIGGS”again, as
launched Erin's Isle, 
novice, for he had taken to the sea 
when he was nineteen years old; and, 
though a young man, was a seasoned 
mariner. After he retired from the 
sea he w.as an inspector for a big firm 
of ship brokers in England until his 
health broke down.

Memories will throng it>on at least 
é of the older people of St. John 
they read of the four McFee| 

brothers from Hanford Brook, who be- 
canie master mariners and sailed "the 
ships of grey St. John,” to find their 
final haven under the skies of England. 
It is fitting that a son of one of "them 
should be a man of the sea, first in 

and then in war; and that he
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should begin to write on shipboard the 
and other stories that have made 

him at 42 one of the successful novel­
ists of the day. Born on the Atlantic, 
bn the good ship Erin’s Isle of 
Courtenay Bay, he is said once to have 
humorously remarked that he had 
passed his birthplace, but was unable 
to recognize any of the landmarks.

Atlantic Fuel Go., Ltd.Our poitrail !• of MK WIOHAIL T. 
ROONEY, of 16, Oronvllte Avenue, Ung 
Baton, England, who write*

-Some years ago whilst touring Ireland 
with ‘ Sanger’s Roval Circvs,’ I contracted 
some kind of an irritable skin complaint, 
which seemed to baffle different treat­
ments in the way of ointments and 
lotions, all of which utterly failed to 
give me the slightest relief. Recenfly at 
Long Eaton, where I am engaged as 
Advertising Manager of The Picturedrome, 
the conductor there begged me to tnr 
Clarke’s Blood Mixture, but I refused. 
I.iwever, he. knowing its curative powers 
from experience, made me a present of a 
bottle, which I began to take. Recog- 
nising a slight improvement in my limbs, 
I got another bottle, and continued the 
treatment until I had used four bottles, 
tad now my skin is perfectly healthy 
again.”

sea
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Mrs. McFee had four children. One, 
a girl, died #t the age of ten. 
other, a son, fell at Wancourt, near 
Arras, in the Great War, in August, 

He had come to Canada ten 
before the war, and settled in 

When the war broke out

The Sawed up ready for use in Ranges, 
$3.50 per load- Small for kindling $3.75. 
Vi Cord load delivered. One load as 
much wood as two loads sold by wood 
peddlers.

J. S. GIBBON & CO., LTD.
Tel. Main 2636.

1 Union St. -- 6!4 Charlotte St.
10-17
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Winnipeg.
he enlisted in a Canadian battalion, 
went to the front, and fought until 
almost the end of the war. 
mother and his widow recently hid 
sad reunion in the western capital.

But William, the novelist, also had a 
war record. He had come to the United 
States in 1912, and was a marine engi­
neer with the United Fruit Company, 
in a steamer plying between New 
York and tile Gulf of Mexico. When 
the war broke out he paid his way to 
England to enlist in the navy, but 
there were at the moment no vacan­
cies. Then he tried the army, but was 
rejected because of somewhat defec­
tive hearing. He therefore returned to 
the merchant marine, but after a year 
or two the steamer he was in was 
made a transport and went to Port

HE * 5-
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j. s. GIBBON & CO.f LTD.
6V2 Charlotte Street

Tel. M.2636 10-6
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g»et, should realise that lotions and ointments 
ean but dive temporary relief—to be sure of 
complete eud lasting benefit, the blood most be 
thoroughly cleansed of the impure waste matter, 
the true cause of such troubles. Clarke’s Blood 
Mixture quickly attacks, overcomes, and expels 
the Impurities, that is why so many remarkable 
recoveries stand to its credit. Piesaant to taka, 
end free from injurious ingredients.
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I Ltd., City.__________________________
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8 large truck. W. P. Turner, Hazcn 
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CARSON COAL CO.
Ready to deliver—Broad Cove, 

Spring Hill, Sydney, Acadia, Pictou 
and Peerless coal. By the Bag, Bar­
rel or Ton. Wood, $1.50 and $2.25 a 
Load.
Cor- Lanadowne A vs. and Elm St.

Tel M. 2166.

PEERLESS COAL
One of the best grades Nova 

Scotia coal. Free burning. Very 
little ash. Double screened. Prompt 
delivery by bag, bbl. or ton.

H. A. FOSHAY
437 Main St - - - - Phone M. 3808-

Gifted Writer; and His
Mother Now in City
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