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MRS. JOHN MFEE, MOTHER OF NOTED WRITER, VISITS
~ SAINT JOHN AFTER ABSENCE OF FORTY-SIX YEARS

Brings Out the Story of a\
Remarkable Family
Record.

|
BORN ON BOARD SHIP\

Son First Saw Light of Day |
on a Vessel Built at i
Courtenay Bay.

The -Province of New Brunswick
‘ cannot claim William McFee, one of
the most brilliant of the younger novel-
ists, as a native son, for he was born
on the Atlantic ocean; but the ship
on which he was born was built in
Courtenay Bay, St. John; and his fa--
ther and mother were both natives of
this province. John McFee of Hanford
Brook, St. John County, and Hilda
Wallace of Upper Coverdale, Albert
County, were married in St. John in
1875, and in September, 1877, a few
months after the great fire, they sailed
away on the maiden voyage of the ship
. Erin’s Isle, which was on the stocks
in Courtenay Bay af the time of the
fire, and of which John McPee, her de-
signer, sailed as master. For three
years they sailed, from port to port,
making the circuit of the globe, with
only three weeks ashore, in the
Ghauts Mountains in India. They sail-
ed again from London to Calcutta, and
back to London. Their son William!
was born while they were on this voy-
age, in 1881, and in the same year they
retired from the sea and settled in
North London, where the captain died
in 1889.
Mrs. McFee arrived in St. John last’

Gifted Writer; and His'
Mother Now in City

WILLIAM MCcFEE.

MRS. JOHN McFEE.

novelist now lives. Thence tl;ey return
to their home in London.

Suid, to carry meat to ports in the
Mediterranean.

After two years he

The Wallace Family

Mrs. McFee spent the first twenty-

made first engineer in the City of
Oxford, a bombing ship, in the Medi-

got into the naval reserve, and was;

At the age of 16 he was apprenticed
to a large engineering firm in London.
From 1900 to 1905 he was occupied as
a mechanical engineer, and then went
to sea in the engine room of a tramp
steamer. He continued at sea, serving
in steamers in all parts of the world,
and’ holds a chief engineer’s certificate
in both the British and American mer-
chant marines. In 1918, at the instance
of an_artist friend who had known
him all his life, he settled down in
Nutley, New Jersey, to embark upon
a literary career. His knowledge as an
engineer, however, brought him other
work, and when the war broke out he
was in New Orleans, inspecting boilers
for the United Fruit Company. Then
he went to the war. 2

A Writer’s Discouragements.

Befgre he went to sea, but especially
on shipboard, William McFee essayed
to put his literary talents to some use.
He. was always writing, and always
having experiences which enlarged his
outlook, stimulated his imagination,
and appealed to his heart. His product
included scraps of verse, sketches of sea
life, and rough drafts of novels. The
manuscript of his first book, An Ocean
Tramp, was rejected by several pu-
lishers, but was finally accepted and
brought out in England in 1908, and
‘has gone through many editions. He
has since published Aliens, Captain
Macedoine’s Daughter, Casuals of the
Sea, Command, Harbors of Memory,
and Port Said - Miscellany.. He has
also written many short stories, tech-
nical articles for engineering maga-
zines and fragments of verse. An
American writer describes him as “a
master of refined English prose,” ané
another as “a novelist of great gifts.”

Mrs. McFee recalls that when a pub-
lisher who had rejécted one of her son’s
manuscripts repented several years
later and wanted it, the fact that she
had preserved it was its salvation; for
the author knew not where it was.

While her son was in New Orleans,
in 1914, Mrs. McFee received from
him a letter containing a twenty-
dollar bill, which he " jocularly re-
marked he was sending as “sinews of
war.” Between the time the letter was
mailed and the date of its receipt war
had actually been declared, and  be-
cause of the general uncertainty some

weeks passed before she was able to}|”

a cafl button that does
what it should do-andmore

"Sold 'by jewellers and
the better men’s shops
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The Snap that Last a Lifetime.
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this son of New Brunswick parents
we may quote from an article by
James Huneker in the New York
Times, after he had read Casuals of
the Sea: |

“McFee reminds one at times of

‘Dickens, especially in his humorous

passages, but I should say that person-
a! temperament aside, he has been
influenced more by the Russians, Do-
stoievsky and Tolstoy, and the French
realists, Balzac, Flaubert, and Zola,
than he would care to admit. He
sees objectively. He has the gift of

projecting upon paper vivid images
that instantly evoke a character, a
place, a situation. He is a romantic
realist. Never sentimental like the
majority of his ‘contemporaries, nev-
ertheless his book is suffused with
pitv. He loves humanity. Art will
never get in the way of sympathy for
suffering and the lowly, the step-
children of nature who lead humble
lives in corners of cities and ships.
Best of all, he has genuine power.
A writer of virile power is a rarity
in this hour of insipid embroidery
ond mucilaginous sentimentalists.”

His Mother Honored.

On the voyage en route to Canada
in June last Mrs. McFee was enter-
tained and honored by American pas-
sengers when they learned she was
the mother of the novelist, with whose
books they were familiar. On arrival
at New York she was the guest of
her son’s publishers, Doubleday, Page
& Co., and was shown over their
mammoth printing plant, to see every
process from the white paper on the
first press. to the gilt lettering on
the finished book. She says is was
a wonderful experience.

While in Winnipeg Mrs. McFee went
into the lending library in the Hudson
Iay Stores, and found her son’s
books on the list. She goes with
Ler daughter this week to visit him
at his home in Westport, Conn., and
thence to London. She says it has
been a dclightful experience, not only
tc visit Winnipeg, but,to greet old
friends in Baie Verte, Albert County,
Moncton end St. John, after an absence
of forty-six years. At seventy-four
years of age she is in execellent heanlth
and enjoying every moment of life.
She attended service in Centenary
Church yesterday morning, and was
charmed with the noble edifice, that
has replaced the Mdthodist Church
<he attended here before the great
fire. She spoke afterward of County
Treasurer Thorne, as one she remem-
Lered from the old days, not know-
ing that he also had been in attend-
ance at the service vesterday.

Use the Want Ad. Way

THE KIDNEYS,
DRINK WATER

Take Salts at First Sign of Bladder
i Irritation or Backache.

The American men and women must
guard constantly against kidney trouble
because we often eat too much rich
food. Our blood is filled with acids
which the kidneys strive to filter out;
they weaken from overwork, become
sluggish, the eliminative tissues clog
and the result is kidney trouble, blad-
der weakness and a general decline in
health,

When your kidneys feel like lamps
of lead; your back hurts or the urine
is cloudy, full of sediment, or you are
obliged to seek relicf two or three
times during the night; if you suffer
with sick headache, or dizzy, nervous
spells, acid stomach, or if you have
rheumatism when the weather is bad,
begin drinking lots of good soft water
and get from your pharmacist about
four ounces of Jad Salts. Take a
tablespoonful in a glass of water be-
fore breakfast for a few days and your
kidneys may then act fine.

This famous salts is made from the
acid of grapes and lemon juice, com-
bined with lithia, and has been used
for years to help flush and stimulate
clogged kidneys, to neutralize the acids
in the system so they no longer are a
source of irritation, thus often reliev-
ing bladder disorders.

Jad Salts is inexpensive; cannot in-
jure, makes a delightful effervescent
lithia-water drink and belongs in every
home, bécause nobody can make a mis-
take by having a good kidney flush-
ing any time. By all means have your
physician examine your kidneys at least
twice a year.

RUES EXCITE |

WOOD AND COAL

CONSUMERS
COAL CO.umimes

68 PRINCE WILLIAM ST.
TELEPHONE MAIN 1913

BEST GRADE
AMERICAN SOFT
In Stock,

Arriving Steamer ‘Jerseymoor”

GENUINE
WELSH ANTHRACITE
Big Vein. All Sizes.

Maritime (Nail) Goal Service

Main 3233

Uptown Branch, 30 Charlotte St.
' Main 3290.

FURNACE OR STOVE
That Hard Burning Soft Coal

PICTOU
$13.00 Cash

ON VISIT TO NOVA SCOTIA

Colwell Fuel Co., Ltd.

Sir Robert Borden passed through
Moncton on Friday on a visit to Nova
Scotia, Sir Robert was looking ex-
cepticnally well despite his advancing
years. He came direct from Toronto,
where he attended the reception ten-
dered Mr. Lloyd George. Sir Robert
plans to spend about ten days in Nova
Scotia after which he will return to
Ottawa.

Wednesday, the first time since she
sailed away on the Erin’s Isle. She has
been in Winnipeg, visiting her brother
and the widow of one of her sons who
was killed in the war, fighting with
the Canadians. From Winnipeg she
came to Baie Verte to visit a sister,
Mrs. Mary Vaughan, and then to this
city to visit another sister, Mrs. Anne
Steeves, who resides with her daughter,
Mrs. Grover Watts, at 81 Alexandra
street. Mrs. McFee is accompanied by
her daughter, Miss Josephine McFee,
and they will leave this week for West-
port,! Conn., where William McFee the

'Phone West 17 or 90

Dry Wood

Heavy Soft Wood, Hard Wood
for grate, Choice Kindling Wood
Spool Hard Wood for kitchen

range is better than coal.

City Fuel Co.

257 City Roa’d "Phone 463

Domestic Coke

Suitable for all purposes
where American Anthracite
is used.

Price $14.75 Cash.

R.P. & W.F STARR

LIMITED N
‘49 Smythe St. 159 Union St

SUN COAL &
wOoOD CO.

terranean. He was once at Gallipoli,
and was off the coast of Palestine
when the Turks withdrew from that
area. - After the war, he returned to
the United States, and has his home

two years of her life at the home of
her father, John Wallace, at Upper
Coverdale, six or seven miles above
Moncton, on the opposite side of the
river, in Albert County. Moncton was
still known as The Bend, and one of | in Westport, Conn., where he carries
the surprises of Mrs. McFee’s present| on the literary work that brought him
tour was the change from the strag- fame.

gling, muddy little place where her Got No-Encouragement.
water, for the vessel had been hit by a

girlhood shopping was done, to the
modern city of Moncton, with its fine It would scem that neither his| orpedo. It could not be cashed with-
houses and its clean streets lined with | pecple nor the publishers had any| ,ut her son’s signature. She therefor
trees. . marked desire to see William McFee|%wnt it to the Meditersanean, and in
Marsden Wallace, the brother who | enter upon a liter{iry career. The| gue course it returned. It h’ad made’
former discouraged him when he began| three voyages through seas infested by

has lived in Winnipeg for over twenty
years and is now retired, was formerly | to write, and the publishers sent back submarines, and was finally cashed
his manuscripts. His peyple wanted :

a Moncton merchant, a memby of the

town council, and highly respected- him to be an engineer, and he became
citizen. The Wallace family are long- | so good a one that today he
lived. The surviving members of that|is regarded as an authority, and
Upper Coverdale home are:—Mrs. | a highly qualified consulting en-
Anne Steeves, St. John, 86; Mrs. Mary | gineer. His father . knew every-
Vaughan, Baie Verte, 80; Marsden | thing about a ship, and the son
Wallace, Winnipeg, 77; Mrs. John Mec- inherited the quality of thoroughness.
Fee, London, 74. As a boy he had two loves—books and
Mrs. McFee’s great-grandfather was too's -and used both with -eager zest.
Rev. William Black, the father of His mother told The Times-Star that
Methodism in Canada. William J. Rob- | when he was between 11 and 12 years
inson of Moncton, father of Hon. C.|c* age he read a'History of North and
W. Robinson, was her cousin. Another | South America, with dictionary and
cousip was the father of Lewis Smith,|atlas beside him; and when he asked
M. P. P. for Albert County. There| ber about a word or a place she re-
are many distant family connections | ferred him to the books, that by the
in Albert and Westmorland Counties. secarch the knowledge might be more
' -

firmly fixed in his mind. She was also
The Four Brother Captains careful to correct any imperfecS\ise of
The parents of Capt Johm McFee of

langnage, and so set him on the way to
Hanford Brook, Si. John County, had become a master of pure English
seven sons. They hoped to make farm-{ speech. More than that, he had a boy’s
ers of them, but four became sea-cap-~ workshop, and she ‘aught him the use
tains and ended their days in England. | of the saw and plane. It is therefore
The names of the four were Thomas,

fair to say that his mother’s moulding
Wesley, John and Charles. Thomas

wxchange the American bill.

While Mr. McFee was at Saloniki
he wrote an article for the Atlantic
Monthly, The editor, desiring to pay
for it, and not knowing the address,
inquired at Nutley, New Jersey. He
was there referred to Mrs. McFee in
I.ondon, and the check was sent to her.
On arrival it showed traces of sea
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COAL AND WOOD

m
Plain Sailing Now.

Mrs. Rose Craig ;
Mr. McFee was engaged for several |’

years on his novel, Casuals of the
Sea, and completed it while living at
Mutley, New Jersey. It was rejected
by several publishers. At Nutley also
he wrote the novel Aliens. Since the
war he has steadily won his way into
the hearts of readers and his popu-| {8
larity as an author is assured. Ile is}

also a gifted lecturer, and is booked |-
this fall for three lectures in Cali-
fornia. He has lectured with success|.
in Chicaggo and elsewhere. As an [
illustration of what the critics say of

Comfort

Choice Havana
The Utmost in Cigars

Should be your foremost
consideration in preparing
for the winter.

YOUR FUEL
should be faid in early, then
you'll take no chances of
shortage, and consequent
shivering, later.,. We offer

L. 0. GROTHE, LTD.

'Mild and Fragrant

e —

| ’Phone Main 3938

Emmerson Fuel Go. .

135 City Road.

SPARKLING EYES FOLLOW
GOOD HEALTH

Toronto, Ont.—“From the time of

influence had a marked effect upon his
character and career. After he had

my earliest girlhood I had always
heard my mother speak in highest
praise of Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Pres-
cription for women’s ailments, so it is
not at all strange that after I married
and had backaches, nervous spells and
other distresses that I should remem-
ber what my mother had always said
of this Prescription, and I found it re-
lieved me of my aches, pains and ner-
vousness. It gave me renewed health
and strength and so greatly benefited
me that T have no hesitancy in saying
that Doctor Pierce’s ¥avorite Pres-

and Charles on their retirement from'
the sea settled in the suburbs of Liv-
erpool, Wesley in Hampton, west of
London, and John in North London.
All four, as’already noted, have passed |
away. Another brother was Robert |
McFee of Sussex, whose daughter is
the wife of Dr. Langstroth of this city.

Ships of Courtenay Bay.
" About half a century ago the British
firm of Francis Carville & Son had five

vessels built in St. John. They were
designed by John McFee, who super-

gone through the public schools he
took a course af Bury St. Edmunds.

ORI

NOCO

. Is made in two forms.

CUT FINE

for CIGARETTES

DOMESTIC
SELECTED
(Nov‘a Scotia) C OA L
DOMESTIC
nova scoti) COKE

Domestic Coal Co.

On hand farge shipment of choice
HARD and SOFT wood. Also kigh-
grade SOFT COAL in stock. Double
screened BROAD COVE COAL;
PEERLESS LUMP.

Prompt Delivery.
78 St. David St, - - Phone M. 1346

Cool and Wood

. cription Is absolutely perfect as & fonc .ntended their construction and had a
2ndn::;;;x:€‘ﬁ);‘[::om§r;s;vhoC:arie axl;rsxg small share in each. The members of ? ! ST
S:wk\'i]le e Mrs. & the firm were Irish, and the Mcr‘ee? e = UET

s . . | were originally North of TIreland M R . TS
thi‘smll’rliesi‘l?:tigzelo?etg: lf]g’i::ce??ta:tl folk; therefore it was fitting that three | BERE uscular Palns and

i Rheumatism are

Quickly Relieved by

,_ : : of the ships should have Irish names,
i‘ig:;df‘ziriztm?rludi stf)orlg’r'";ﬁtigl%tsllgf The names of the five were: Frank
]
DrCHASE S

boratory in Bridgeburg, Ont., for trial Carville, P. G. Carville, Erin’s Star,

(Best quality.)
BROAD COVE, BRAS D’OR,
SCOTIA COMFORT

Hard Wood, Soft Wood, and
Kindling

D. W. LAND

Erin Street Siding
Phone 4055; Evening 874

PEERLESS COAL

One of the best grades Nova
Scotia coal. Free burning. Very
little ash. Double screened. Prompt
delivery by bag, bbl. or ton.

H. A. FOSHAY
437 Main St. - - - - Phone M., 3808-

'Phone M. 2554
(School Bags Free)

Broad Cove Coal !

We handle the Best Broad
% Cove Coal on the market. Why
| s j because it is the old ‘original No.
| : 1 double screened, free from

i , stone and smoke. The best is
'HOW TO START THE DAY WRONG - . - By “BRIGGS”

the cheapest.
{ A=el You 'VE SimPLY GoT To
ng--M!_l_i!Z. {

ove e cor | |MoBivern Goal Go.

& FreSZine & 12 Portland St. Phone Main 42

THE MAIDS THREATEN
5 S.n.r.
PHONE MAIN

CUT COARSE /r yo.- PIPE

o .| Erin’s Gem, and Erin’s Isle.
?:lcl?dgveic:’ab]ets. M e Miss Hilda Wallace e from

Upper Coverdale to St. John in 1871.
Here she met John McFee. In 1875
they were married, and two years later,
at the earnest and repeated solicitation
of the owners, he agreed to go to sea
again, as master of - the newly-
launched Erin's Isle. = He was_ no
novice, for he had taken to the sea
when he was nineteen years old; and,
though a young man, was a seasoned
mariner., After he retired from the
sea he was an inspector for a big firm
of ship brokers in England until his
health broke down.

Memories will throng bon at least
gsome of the older people of St. John|
as they read of the four McFee,
brothers from Hanford Brook, who be-|
camie master mariners and sailed “the
ships of grey St. John,” to find their
final haven under the skies of England.‘
It is fitting that a son of one of them|
should be a man of the sea, first in,
peace and then in war; and that he|

gu-r-Y_E_s!’—-wE wave
. sa-mancvos! Yes

To LEAVE UNLESS
for a heaping 2252

WE HAvE HEAT
half-cord box DRY SOFT
WOOD, stove lengths—

$3.00 CASH

M:BEAN PICTOU-VICTORIA
Round and Reserve Sydney Soft Coals.
HARD and SOFT WOOD—Dry.
Good Goods Delivesed Promptly.

Our portrait s of Mk. MICHAEL T.
ROONEY, of 65, Qranville Avenus, Leng
Eaton, England, who writes :—

» Some years ago whilst touring Ireland
with ¢ Sanger’s Royal Circvs,’ I contracted
some kind of an irritable skin complaint,
- which seemed to baffle different treat-
ments in the wayv of ointments and
lotions, all of which utterl{( failed to
m me the slightest relief. ecenfly at

g Eaton, where I am engaged as
Advertising Manager of The Picturedrome,
the conductor there begied me to t
Clarke’s Blood Mixture, but I ref i
Fs)wever, he, knowing its curative powers
irom experience, made me a present of a
bottle, which 1 began to take. Recog-
pising 3 slight imprcvement in my limbs,
I got anpther bottle, and continued the
treatment until I had used four bottles,
and now my skin is perfertly healthy
l'ﬂ.l.ll ” :

from Bad Legs, Abscesses, Ulcora
su‘"erers Glandular  Swellings,  Plles,
€czema, Boils, Pimples, Eruptions. Rheumatism,
@out, shouid realise that lotions and ointments
can but give temporary relief—to bé sure of
complete aud lasting benefit, the blood must be
b hly cl d of the impure waste matter,
the true cause of such troubles. Clarke's Blood
Mixture quickly attacks, overcomes, and expels
the impurities, taat is why so many remarkable
cecoveries stand to its credit. Pleasant to take,
and free from injurious ingredients.

should begin to write on shipboard the
sea and other stories that have made
him at 42 one of the successful novel-
ists of the day. Born on the Atlantic,
on the good ship Erin’s Isle of
Courtenay Bay, he is said once to have
humorously remarked that he had
passed his birthplace, but was unable
to recognize any of the landmarks.

The Son Who Died.

Mrs. McFee had four children. One,
a girl, died et the age of ten. The
other, a son, fell at Wancourt, near
Arras, in the Great War, in August,
1918. He had come to Canada ten
years before the war, and settled in
Winnipeg. When the war broke out
he enlisted in a Canadian battalion,
went to the front, and fought until
almost the end of the war. His
mother and his widow recently had a
sed reunion in the western capital.
But William, the novelist, also had a
war record. He had come to the United
States in 1912, and was a marine engi-
neer with the United Fruit Company,
in a steamer plying bétween New
York and the Gulf of Mexico. When
the war broke out he paid his way to
England to enlist in the navy, but

THERE- TS

MIKE Don'T

STARTED! Now
FoR THE lLove OF

AND SO THE DAY WAS

S
My Gooaee UTTERLY RUINED'

You Do LoOoK

&
| CAN'T UNDERSTAND] | THiNnK
\T-- HE S USUALLY nE HAS HAD
SO CHEERFUL AmND SOME GREAT

GoOD NATURED -WHY/ T aLe
HE'S AS CROSS AS oY
gEAR

Atlantic Fuel Go., L1

10-34 BRITAIN STREET

A. E, WHELPLEY,

240 Paradise Row.
Phone Main 1227,

CARSON COAL CO.

Dry Hardwood
Edgings

1, Cord load delivered.

peddlers

dlers.
J. S. GIBBON & CO., LTD.
Tel. Main 2636,

Sawed up ready for use in Ranges, |
$3.50 per load. Small for kindling $3.75.
One  load as
much wood as two loads sold by wood

§ Union St. - - - - 6% Charlotte St. |
1017 | 5 5. GIBBON & CO., LTD.

Ready to deliver—Broad Cove,
Spring Hill, Sydney, Acadia, Pictou
and Peerless coal. By the Bag, Bar-
rel or Ton. Wood, $1.50 and $2.25 a
Load.

Cor. Lansdowne Ave. and Elm St

Tel. M. 2366,

WELSH HARD COAL
NOW LANDING

i
! Very nice for Furnaces and Stoves
{ except Feeders,

DRY WOOD
FOR WARMTH AND
SATISFACTION.
$1.50 PER LOAD.

Navy Fuel Yard

6> Charlotte Street
Tel. M.2636 10-6 } Union St.

| KINDLING WOOD—$3 per _ioad
south of Union street. Haley Bros,
Ltd., City.

there were at the moment no vacan- E. A. BELDING, Manager |FOR SALE—Dry Cut Wood, .'zu‘
cies. Then he tried the army, but was i ‘. ‘ Gr' M. 4076 | large truck. W. P. 'Turner, ’Hu.cn
rejected because of somewhat defec-| 4 - : - & & | Street Lxtension. Phone 40,

, ] ! 2 i

tive hearing. He therefore returned to S—
~ FOR SALE—Dry Slab Wood. C. A

the merchant marine, but after a year e
or two the steamer he was in was Price, corner Stanley street and City
Use the Want Ad. Way Rread.  Main 4662. i

made a transport and went to Port

Of all Dealers—see that you ges

Clarke’sBlood Mixture

*: mverybody’s Blood Purifier.”
TR PR T R Vg




