legislation. There is no ‘problem miore
¢ perplexing to those who have given at-

tention to Canadian affairs than this
absence of & public concurrénce of views
and ideas, In  Great Britain, . public
opinion quickly \cryln.nm "in  deftinite
conceptions:of policy or saction; and,
either pro or-con, the people as a whole
determine the course to follow or to
abandon. On rare oceasions of an equal
division of opinion, there is at least &'
tangible issue to debate; and it does not
take long in a free democracy to arrive
at a decision.

. Here, however, we appear to lack the
‘ability to crystalize opinion out of the
general public mind. As the government
is wailting upon such indications, instead
of leading them, we fall into what might|
. be described as' “‘the doldrums” of poli-
tics. Nothing is done, and ’verythlng
drifts. ' | -

. It has been suggested that the exist-
ence of a leisure class In Fngland tends
to encourage the development of public
opinion, as people have time to reflect
and consider, and resolve. It would be
fatal to the claims of democracy to ad-
mit such a view, for, among the new
democracies, there is but little lelsure
for the men of action.” We believe that
the men of action are much more capable
of arriving at wise cor ons than those
| who do not engage in the activities of
"tite, if they can only lift their minds
| from their personal preoccupations and
Lmut.Iomhlu to the larger national life
| dn which they are units, It may be want
| of leisure that prevents such men giving
autterance to their thought, or it may be
{ modesty or timidity, but undoubtedly
wriser things are heard in private from
guch men than one hears from the-lips
of most of our so-called public men, It
i is men of this stamp whe have been co-
\ opted by t'.he governments of Great Bri-
tain and other nations, and they have
achieved notable results.

Governments must either lead or be
led. In Cangda they are painfully anx-
jous to follow, so as always to be on the
right side—that is, the side with the
votes. This attitude of awaiting the
direction of the saltatory feline is neither
good for the government nor for the
1eople. The governments should not be
afraid to do what they think is right,
whether they succeed or perish. If they
will but act, the people will quickly de-
termine what is right and what s wrong.
But if a government acts disinterestedly
and for the people, there is little chance
of error. It is in ylelding to the pressure
yf private interests and sectional views
that governments go wrong. When they
act for their constituency, and the whole
of .it, be it municipality, provinece or Do-
minion, they find it difficuit to make a
mistake, The Ontario Government has
not made the mistake of inaction:recent-
»

What Statesmanship Will
Restrain Them?

Corporations have one gift not accorded
to men--physical immortality, It is pos-
sible tb extinguish their existence, but
lifficult, so Protean are their manifesta-
tions, and so tenacious are they of life.
The primary idea of a joint stock, limited
liability company was laudable and le-
gitimats, but once it was given actual
being corporations sprang up, and, de-
weloping a consclenceless and unacrupu-
lous character, utterly forsign to ordinary
standards of humanity, began to reach
out for power and privileges which would
never be permitted to individual men.
frhe next  great fight which humanity

J;u before it. as great as the fight

{

' Editor World:

against the nickel and ~other trusts
has a, most strenuous one, and ¥
now bringing results. Recent develop-
ments at Queen's Park and at Ottawa

duty and esty to the winds,
and are now passing thru a cyclone
of public opinion that will leave many
a poude:l wreck;’ %rg’w
bers and supporters o parties
are demanding that the old ship of
ate be overhauled and re-classed, and
made ready for the next election, s0
that the barnacles and leeches can be
destroyed, and good honest clean gov-
ernment for the people can be assured.
The time has now arrived when agents
for nickel, oil, railway, coal and other,
combines should be banished from
political life. Men of this calibre
should be made to disgorge their ill-
gotten gains, and titution made to
the people, thru the crown, especially
that of the nickel trust.  All stock
held by the Germans and German cor-
porations should be conscripted, and
the payment of taxes to the last cent
be demanded, ; -

The would-be leaders of public
opinion, the little clique known as ward
healers, are also busy and are at
sword points to secure a change in
the patronage committee,

The recent new chairman for South
York is very eager for the change. At
a meeting held a short time ago in
Orange Hall, Queen street, he en~
deavored to play his cards in de--
nouncing Mr. W. F. Maclean and
others, for the stand taken on the nick-
el and coalition government question.
If men of that stamp think they can
influence the independent members of
the great Liberal-Conservative party,
they are mistaken. The policy of the
party as laid down by the late Sir
John Macdonald and his cabinet will
be the policy of the independent wing
of the party, with all due respect to
the cligue who want patronage and
publicity. A Voter.

ASQUITH AND WILSON

Quotations From the Two Leaders
. Showing Why They Drew
the Sword.

They are. giving President Wilson
credit for his speech last week and
the reasons he gave for his country
joining the allies in the war against
Germany. But twenty months ago
ex-Premier Asquith spoke for Brit-
ishers in even stronger terms and in
glowing eloquence showed why Eng-
land fought in the war. Here are the
words: 3

Asquith, August, 1914: . “We are
fighting to vindicate the principle
which, in these days when force, ma-
terial force, sometimes scems tobe’ the
dominant influence and factor in the
development of mankind, we are
fighting to vindicate the principle
that small nationalities are not to be
crushed, in defiance of international
good faith, by the arbitrary will of a
strong and overmastering power." I
do not believe any nation ever entered
into a great controversy—and thig is
one of the greatest history will ever
know—with a clearer conscience.and
stronger conviction that it is fighting,
nct for aggression, not for the main-
tenance of its own selfish interest, but
that it is fighting in defence of prin-
ciples. the maintenance of which is
wvital to the civilization of the world.”

Wilson, April, 1917: “We shall fight
for the things which we have always
carried nearest our hearts—for demo-
cracy, for the right of those who
submit to authority to have a voice in
their own governments, for the rights
and Mberties of small nations. for a
universal dominion of right by such a
concert of free peoples as shall bring
peace and safety to all nations and
make the world itself at last free

Your recent fight}

THREE CENTS

Price, Will Be Paid on Delivery at
Nearest Railway
Siding.

Reporter.

April 8..—The Australian
Government, says a despatch to the
trade pnd commerce department, has
outlined | an agreement  for dealing
with the 1917-18 wheat under.
which farmeis are
all average quality

By a Staff
Ottawa,

to th narest rail-J of

of wheat for the
will continue the handlin
harvest. The farmer will thus have
under {he new arrangement a cer-
tainty of recefving 73c a bushel net
for his wheat on delivéry at the near-
est railway point, and the prospect of
receiving more when the accounte are,
settled and the difference between
that price and the rate at which the
wheat is actually sold is known.

1t was copsidered that without some
such Iinducement to growers ‘wheat
growing would languish, less areas
would be cuitivated and the wheat
market might fall into a chaotic con-
dition.

PROMINENT MASON DEAD.

Special to The Toronto World.
Qorn'wally April 8—Friends in
Cornwall were sorry to hear of the
death at Halleybury of W. J. Hallett,
B. Paed, formerly principal of the
Cornwall Model School. On leaving
Cornwall Mr, Hallett went to Halley-
bury district as public school inspec-
tor. Previous to coming to Cornwall
he was principal of the Barrie Public
School. Mr, Hallett was prominently
{dentified with the Masonic - Order,
being d registrar of the Sove-
reign reat Priory of
Knights Templar, a member of Comn-
wall Lodge, No. 125, A. F. & A. M,
and ofo Monroe Loyal Orange Lodge.
No. 880.

NORTH BAY OFFICER KILLED.

Special to The Toronto Worild.

North Bay, April 8.—Word was re-
ceived in town today that Lieut. Wil-
liam New was killed in action in
France en March 81. The soldier's
parents  reside in the Township, of
widdifield. He was a civil engineer
by profession and was for a number
of years assistant to the engineer of
ihis town.

SAVE
SAFELY

Having decided to spend lems than you
earn and to save the surplus, the next
step is Lo deposit the surplus in @ strong,
safe financial instftution, where it will
be absolutely safe and earn & fair rate
of interest. This should be done regu-
larly and systematically. Whatever you
can spare from your weekly or monthly
income, it only & .dollar, should be im-
mediately deposited to your gredit. Open
an eccount now—one dollar will do #
—and 8dd to it at regular intervals. Sav-
ing will thus Decome & habit, and your
surplus will be safe end growing. Three i
and One-Half Per Cent, Interest will be
credited to the account twice each year,

Canada Permanent
Mortgage Corporation

Paid-up Capital .......$ 6,000,000.00
Reserve Fund ......... 5,000,000.00

Investments .......-... 33,264,782.81

Toronto Street, Toronto
ESTABLISHED 1855,

guaranteed 78c alig

| CHATHAM SECURES FACTORY.

- THE WAR
The crew of the German mnari/
cruiser Cormorant destroy the ves-
sel -in the harbor of Apra, Island  of
Guam. ; BB
= Reports of the German .
raiders off the Atlantic 3{""

ree
flash
ﬂoﬁ"m abo: &

Russian soldiers leaving for
front are given a great send:off .at
Moscow. ) i

German statement says that Von
Bernstorff party was roughly handled
at Halifax and protests against
methods of examination. .

Desultory artillery actions. along
the Italian front and bad weather in-
terferes with the operations.
Pdssports are placed at the dis-
posal of the American embassy at
Vienna, and, according to despatches,
Bulgaria and Turkey havé also de-
cided- to break relations with the.

Ugged States. ; Wi
lglan relief commission states
that their steamship Anna Fostenes,
.which left New York via Halifax,
with a $350,000 cargo of foodstuffs for
Rotterdam, has been sunk.

suspended ‘all mail to Germany and
her allies. :

Berlin statement declares that the
entente allies lost 40 aeroplanes on
the western front Friday. »

King George congratulates the
United States on entering the war.

GENERAL.
0 algio—

Magjor Hichard Liloyd George, eldest
son of Britain's premier, marries Ro-
berta McAlpine, a daughter of a pro-
minent  contractor at Totteridge,
Herts.

The New Brunswick Legislature
will meet on Thursday, May 10.

The British Government is said to
have made about $1,500,000 profit by
turning over 500,000 bushels .of May
wheat, which it bought K some months
ago during a break in the market.

New York detectives have
evidence that the blaze at Belmont
Park was an incendiary ome.

Lieut. George Robinson, bandmas-
ter of the 13th Regimental Band,
Hamilton, dies very suddenly.

Hotel Brant and cottages at Bur-
lington will not be used as a conva-
lescent hospital

Following an jon at Coal
Creek, B.C., 84 men are missing and
are probably dead.

s 5

LOCAL. el

Body of unknown man is found in

er Pond and removed to the

morgue, where an inquest will be con-
ducted.

Milk and ecream producers state
that they have not been making
enough money, and that the price of
milk will not be reduced in the sum-
mer months.

Mrs. Anna Anderson dies in 'St. Mi-
chael’'s Hospital as result of burns
received at the Queen’s Hotel fire. '

Three Toronto policemen appearin
the police court on a serious charge
and are remanded on heavy bail

The police consider the 28 drunks
rounded up on Good Friday as acom-
a”mlﬂwly small number for a holi-

Special to The Toronto World.

Chatham, April 8.-— Negotiations
have been completed with the Chatham
Bridge 'Company for the taking over
Iof their plant by the Pittsburg and
Des Moines Steel Company, and an-
other flourishing industry for Chatham
is assured. The contract for the build-
ing of the branth factory of the
Libby, McNeil & Libby (Co. has been

{ PM.R.

The United States Government has |

death early Safurday morning
tercliffe when he fell from.
his train. »When )

up by

e’ & .

RESIGNS AFTER LONG QERVICE.

e

Special to The Toronto World,
Kitchener, April 8—After
three years as pastor of the
terian church at  Glenmorris,

Pettigrew has resigned, and, with
Pettigrew, will live retired in, Toron-
At a complimentary banquet given
Mr, Pettigrew by his parishiogers, and
at which the clergy of the district were
present, he was given a purse of gold.
e —
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