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solves shall mon ari«o, speaking porvorse things, to cbaw
away tho cHsciplos after thorn:" and again in 1 Tim. iv. 1,
-''The Spirit spoakoth expressly, that m the latter times
8ome shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils." Also Peter has writ-
ten, m 2 Eph. ii. 1,-- There were false prophets also
among tho people, even as there shaH be false teachers
among you, who privHy shall bring in damnable heresies,
&c. The Apostles John and Jude also have given similar
prec ictions and warnings. AU these prophecies have been
lulfalhng, by the numerous forms and systems of heresy
which have arisen during the several ages of the church,
down to the present day. In nearly all the instances,
however, of such heresies, their authors and adherents
acknowledged the authentic and inspired character of the
Scriptures, both of the Old and New Testament. Their
false tenets chiefly consisted in applying erroneous mean-
ings to certain passages of Scripture, which they cited as
supporting and confirming those tenets. It is in our own
advanced and more generaUy enlightened era of Chi^istianity,
that rather a numerous class of persons, of literary pursuits
and habits m several countries, and strangest of aU, many
of them holding some of the highest positions in christian
churches, are found arrayed against the most vital truths
of dmne revelation. Such is the profane and disgraceful
spectacle, which for a considerable time past has been ex-
hibited in Gemany, and recently in England, com,>ara-
tively one of the most evangelicaUy christian nations. The
writings and other efforts of those persons, especiaUy of the
clerical class of them, form the most amazing, as weU as
profanely wicked, of aU the attempts yet made to undor-mme and injure pure scriptural Christianity. But the
l^rd omnipotent- the gracious Head of the Church-
reignethandruleth; and his promise, that "the gates of


