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ilperandi, not less a marvel oC internal nieelianisni.

Primarily, the business of the commercial comi)any of

British ''<ilumi)ia is to catch and sell tish. In the tii-st

place, the company buys from the tisliermen at a fair

market value. He docs not have to hawk or peddle, or

consign them. The local market is limited, and there-

fore the big ni.trket will be In the I'nitcd States and

(.'anada. The best fishing graundsare iiO<> miles north

of V'ancouver, the point of siiipment. Tlie principle of

iiandling will be refrigeration throughout; cold storage

at the fishing stations; cold storage on a line of fast

steamei-s to Vancou'-er; cold storage on the fast express

trains eastward ; and cold storage at the principal

points of distribution, east and south. This system of

refrigeration can bo utilized for general trade pnrjtoses,

and thus be maoe remunerative indep'Midently if the

tish business. The above refers to fresh lish, of which

there area number of varieties, the principal of these

being the halibut, or giant sole, much j)rix.ed in the

eastern market. It exists in great numters, is the liest

shipiiing fish known, averages fiom 100 to :.'(X) pounds

in weight, is firm in flesh, antt nnikes a delicious steak.

The salmon, of which there are six varieties, is illimit-

able in ((Uantity and runs in all the inlets, rivers and

streams of the coast. The best table salmon ,irc the

steelhead and tyhee or spring salmon. There ai-e seve-

ral varieties of eofl and herring, sole, flounders, shad,

bass, "skil." oolaehan, sturgeon, haddock, smelts, an-

chovies, capelin, skates, crabs, clanis, oysters, etc., in

great abuidance. Special reference may be made to

one or two others of these. The "skil," sometimes call-

ed "black cofl." is a new fish to commert'c. but one of

the most delicate and finely flavored known. Ii re-

sembles a nuickerel somewiiat. is found in l.')0 ami 200

fathoms of water and is very plentiful. It is of too

ilelicate a fibre, perhajw, to ship long distances, but

cured i)ro;)erly will eventually be one of the most lilghl.\-

prized of fishes. Then the oolaehan spelled in a

variety i)f ways), sometimes called tin! candlelisli runs

in enormous numbers at certain seasons, and is a

delicious table tish, also very delicf'tc in texture, Iiiu

cured woulil make a very marketable "bloater. Tiic

nil, too, of which the Indians extract greiit (piamities,

ai.il use as we use butter, if rellned should become an
important article of coninK-rce. '!"he natl\-e oyst r is

small, but preferred by connoisseurs to the Ivistern,

and 1(0 doubt by cultivation is cajiabh' of much im-

provement in size. Clams are found everywheri"

along the coast, and at Alert Hoy an industry in can-

'iing them has grown up, a''d the m.-inulaciurcd article

is exceedingly good, and shouhl be everywhere sale-

alile. 'I'hese above enumerateil are, of course, inde-

penilent of the salmon canning industry, which has

IxM'ii developed on a I irge scale, and is not eapalilc (/

much further exti'nsion for the ju'esent.

The possibilities In the way oT curing llsli in various

ways salmon, hiilibut. cod, herring, "skil," sardines,

oolachai!, and so on are xcry great, and a largo d«^

nnind exists for such pnxlin'ts, but vhich, as vet, it has

been impossible to supply from tins end,

Another Important Item is the oxtriiclion of oils.

'I'he (loglish, fonn<l following the runs of smMJii'r llsh,

upon which it preys, yields from its liver ami hinly an

oil, which, for lubri"ating pur)ioses more i specially

the liver oiU-has i. p superior in the nnirkel. Two
faet,)rl(?s on the, north coast arc engaged In its prixluc-

tlon ;ind find a n inly demariil. The liNcr of tlie rat-

fish, a murine monstrosity, found with iIk^ dog-

fish, also yields an oi. of great eeonomie value.

Hharkfl, wIiuIoh, herring, .md the little oolaehan

are likewise valuable for their oil producing qualities.

There nrv various other tish products known to com-
merce, whicii it is proposed to numufacture, notably
fish guano or fertilisers, in whicli an (!xtensiue trade
has grown up.

All tliese things the Commercial company l)eing or-

ganized, propose to undertake, and much more. They
will saw their own lumber out of the timber on their
own lands, erect their own houses, make their own
shingles, liarrels and boxes, build their own boats and
shiiis, and construct their own wharves; clear their
own lands ; prospect for and develop their own mineral
properties

; operate their own stores ; trade with the

settlements of the coast ; hunt for seal and sea otter
;

and genei-all> do all and sundry ;ill these things wliieh
tlu'ir iiands tind to do well and profitably for them-
selves and the colonists.

In such a complex industrial and commercial ftio-ic

as the one Just outlined, besides being pi. •^iuu • v

founded on well known conditions of utility, v ".'.: ..

vide fvu- the coloidsts -a diversity of occnpatio., ..Ui. oia-

ployment, constituting an adaptation to a vaiieiy of
pursuits and ci'eate lal)jr at all seasons of the year.

.\n essential consideration in a scheme of the magni-
tude proposed will l)e the character of the colonists
thc'.Tirx'l

, 's. and as objections have been raised to the

crofti'>' as a class, from whom tln^y will be largely, if

not altogether drjiwn, sonn^ reference to them is nect^s-

sary. Morally it is a sIgniHcant fact of local re|)Ut(!,

that on the Isle of Skye there was not, in a population
of .'Ui,00i) people, a single serious crime recorded in a
jieriixl of UK) years. It is urged that they are lazy
and unsuitable as emigriints to a new country. These
objections, howexer, are either the result of Ignorance,
or are insiiired by special nnitives. In answi^r, I can-
not do better than quote from " tlu^ Hei>ort of Her
.Majesty's Ciimmissioners of Ini|uii'>' into the condition
oi' the Crofters and Cottars In the Highlands and
Islands of Scotlanil."

SiH'. tn . Hhilull iitiiic Mull tlu' plnHli'iil ioncl>tiou« iif life in the roniolo
" lurtM of tlu' *liitti-h1<* ill <|iU'rt(ioti, fttid thu [MniMiliilltv of iititiKitii; thR nicatm of
" ruiMlcrn pntKrew*, arc fur Iichimi tlio«e of more favoit'ii lurtM nf the fouiitrv, it i*
" lilea^tioK Ic know that tlif jfciieml rhufa<*(er of ttie inhaltitaitttt it* not ho fjv iin>
" nieiin'4. II iiuiv lie sniil, iin On: lonlniiy, that in no part of our .M»Ji'«t.v'ii db,nln.
" ioiiH art' ttirre to tic foutiH iimonii llir tiumiile ranltt* of Not-icty, more intclliifentT.
" lit.ttel iiianni-r^, pnrcr iii'<i-i)U iltitii in thi' rcinotv-Nl )>art« ofUu? IlitflitaiiiU ami
" l»laiiil» from tlir .Mnll nf Kiiilv n' lo tlif Sl<a« of .\li»t in Sln'Oiinil.

"Ut": It wuiiIiHa- ititnciilt lo replace tiieni l»y another rare
" of t'lpiul a1iilit> ancl uoitlt.

"Spc. 34i: It in not onl\ in n-tfanl lo HKhiiiK that rlie v/roft'iiK an-' "Cot I ar
"lioniilution luiM' a iMH'iilinr value Tnt'\coimtitntc a nitural luuiiH for thv nava'
"ili'ft'nce of On- . .)nntr.\, a wirt of ili'tioin* wlileh nannot In- extfinporiHtnt, and *!ie
" valni' of wltii'li, in iMiHKil>li> enierKiiicli'i*, ean lianlly Ih' o^pir.fiiii. Thi» Hea-fartnif
"pi-opU' of tin- niKhlanilM unci uianiU rontrihiite n', thin moment 4,4:U men to tht
" lloyal Na\al It nerve, a mnnlicr ei)iii\ali>nt to the erews of Hi'vcn ariiioureit v^ar
" wtiaineri' of the tlrnt eiajn. anil wliieh, with eomniewHurntc inilnreniontn, conlrl
"lie «ieall\ inereaHMl. It may he aiMe'l that numt of the men (neoriiorated in

"eorpH of uilliliii and volnnteent w,)nl<l lie nlile to nerve nNhnrt; and afloat vltli
" e,|Ual i.t!leieiii'> .

" See :n:l. The froflimr and Cottar populHtion of the niuhlaiHU and iHlamh,
" -iiiall thonvh It nm\ Iw, a nnritery of uoihI workeni tiiid Kond ellizena for ttii>

"«hnlL' Cnipiri'. In thin re|HH;l the Ktm'k in exeeptloiLiily , ,la. -!' By »ound
"phxMir.il eonslltnlion, native IntelliKi'tiee liiio ifood mora < lii'-, it' Ih pur-
'• tli'ularl, Htteii to rcrruit the |H>ople of our iudualrial ty'Ufn»? 'ir ihont iueh
"help from wholeHome nonropi in rural diiitrietM, woo'd d i .,. iind«»r tir-

" ititlneneen of had loilifliiu, unlu>altliv oiTtlpation aii.i eneruiiiiiL; liahtiM. I*

"cm. not tie inditfereiit to the whole iinlion, eoniiltntcd a« the imlliin now l-i, to
"poiwem within iti* honlerx a piople. hanlv, •klilfn , Intelliuont and prolific an an
" e\er-ttoMiiiK tountiiiti of rcno\aliii|f life

'

I cjin hardly give a higher or better authority than
tilt! foregoing, and we migl.t incld'ritally mention tiiat

the ilaiightei's of th«'se hanl> ..flhiioen would Ifcomo
excfllcnt domestic helps i|. o ctmnt'- whose chief de-

iniiilciict' for ilitii purp. St! l.-i \,: , , ifgely drawn
Inini the almcnil I'ved .M,)ngoliaM.

Ilitherlip I have dealt with the project mainly us a

sjicciilatlon having a M'l'y wide Held for succeMsfui

.levelopmenl. I now desiri |.) regaitl it tis II nticessity,

not less n.'illoiial than iiml second mly In Importance to
'

the biiililing of the C. I'. U.

All tin- iivailablc evidence goes to show that the west
i!oaHt of Kritish ColnniliJM lias wonderful plNcnl iih woII
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