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s. All or

ht§» tiian one hundred yean Ago, however, it prosontcd a rery differeni

Mpect to what it does at tho present time ; and even in my own rocoUeo-

tion, things were very different imleed to what they arc thia day. But

long previous to even that early period, roads of a kind wero admittedly

an absolute necessity for the very existence of the inhabitants, commercial

or agricultural. These 8o-«allod roads were probably looked upon at the

time of their inception as models of constructivo goinua, and adaptable

for all purposes. They were, however, simply execrable, oven much later;

and I can well remember, when 1 was a boy, of tho demuro look and re«

monstrative eloquence of a coachman, when informed that the carriage

would bo required to drive for four or five miles over them and back again.

Our ancestors were much in ine right to make tlioir wills before encount-

erid^ tho perils of a ride across the moors, which wore munorons ; indeed,

1 have heard my own father aay that such a proceeding was rocommendable,

when one was about to travel from Edinburgh to York I From the fon-ier

to London was proportionally more dilBcult and dangerous, and took well

on for a week to perform.* jJht about tho year 1815 a better state of

nffail's began to dawn ; and through tho efforts of Telford and Macadam
the art of road making upon scieiitiflc principles was about to revolutionise

the whole system of communication, nud to bring the most distant parts

of the island into ready intercourse, by means of roads of unrivalled excel-

lence. In agreat degree, the principle Macadam follow od for his construc-

tion, was precisely that of the Romans, the solid basements of whose

structures may still be seen in many parts of Great Britain after a lapse of

eighteen centuries. ...

A little egotistical digression will perhaps be pardoned/when I state that

I feel a sort of title to expatiate upon Ma " 'amized toads, as it so hiippen-

ed that some fifty or fifty-five years ago, a very near relative of mine, in

£onsQ(}Vien6e of his liberal and enthusiastic support of those constructions

iii Perthshire, went by the soubriquet of " Tho Colossus of Rhodes ;'' and

my own father was hia industrious and enteriirising colleague. Both spent

large sums out of their private means, of which the country generaMy de-

rived far .re advantage than they did individually; but tho country

prospered a it never had before ; and has gone on prospering ever sinca. :

In those by-gone days which I speak of, and to some extent remember,

the estsiest, safest, and in every way the best means of locomotion was either

to use " Shanks's mare," or to straddle *he back of aShetland pony.

Mr. Smiles says about the state of Scotland, towards the close of tho

18th century,—" We found a country without roads, fields lying nncultiva-

* Besides the dangers incident to ordinary travel, there were about tliis time the
fffntlerAen of the road to encounter sometimes, who were not celebrated as beiiR over-
Bcrupluous in regiird to the laws of meum ixnA tmnn. There is, er was once, an unitisiiib

print, dated about the year 17«9, in which the driver of an English su^e coaeli is repre-
sented in the armed guise of Sir Hudibrns. He curies a horse-id^tol in his belt, fuid a .

eouteau dethasae slung over his shouldei*, while the guard is accoutred with no lef^^s than
threa pistols iind a busket-hilted sword, besides having a ciirbine striti)i)e(l to his se.it

beliina the coach. One df the "insider," an anr:ent geiitUmnn in a Riiinilies wip, is

teen through the capaoions window of thecoaoli affectionately hugging a carbine, und a
veoman on the roof is at ones caressing a bull-dog, and supporting a bludgeon thr.t might
nave Mrved for Daniie Dinnipnt himself.


