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The sound of approaching invasion from

the Fenian hordes that have been concen-

trating upon the borders, has kept His Ex-
cellency's mind upon the stretch, and his

pen busily at work, in order that those from

whose approach the threatening sound arose,

should meet with a reception becoming
any atteropted desecration of British soil.

Deprived of the services of both his secre-

tanes, the one having gone to St. John,
and the other with the brave volunteers from
Fredericton to the borders at St. Stephen,

there to serve in defence of their country

—

both engaged in the emergency on military

service ; as a consequence.. His Excellency
has been unaided, except by occasional

copyists, in the many claims upon him for

the exercise of his pen. The copy of the

correspondence sent to Mr. Smith, was the

only one His Excellency had time to make
from his rough draft, and when sent to Mr.
Smith, it was accompanied wich a request

that as soon as it had been used in the House
of Assftmbly it should be returned te His
Excellency, in order that a copy might be
made. The copy was sent for several times

but could not be obtained until late at night.

His Excellency felt the necessity that it

should be printed in order that members of

both branches of the Legislature should have

an early opportunity of perusing it, and there-

fore did not wait for it, but from the rough
drafl, porpared another for the printer, and
the consequence, almost unavoidable, was
that there went some slight changes in the

phraseology, but none, I believe, to alter

the sense of the document. I h?.vv. said that

His Excellency, under his directions, was
desirous of carrying Confederation ; that he

much preferred to carry it by his then (tOt-

emment than by any other, but thought it

desirable to be sure of the assistance of some
members of the opposition, and, having se-

cured my promise of support, if convinced
of the sincerity of his Ministers, and Mr.
Smith having assented to co-operate with

me. His Excellency felt assurance rendered
doubly sure of Mr. Smitii's ability to carry

out bis pledges, which he would not have
been able to do, relying only on his own
immediate party.

An interesting opisodo in this corres-

pondence will be found in those para-

graphs relating especially to Mr. Wilmot's

resignation. It is important as well as

intcrustiug, because it is a narration of

facta which coincides with the general

impression that prevailed at the time

;

with Mr. Wilmot's own statements, and
with the correspondence that passed be-

tween His ExceHency and that gentleman,

and' it is corroborative entirely of His
E:..oellencj's statements as to the avowal
on the part of his Premier, with regard
to union, of a changed policy ; a change
which for reasots of their own, the Cabi-

net did not wish Mr. Wilmot or the public

to know, and which His Excellency in

order to sustain, as he had always sought
to do, his administration, kept secret.

—

Mr. Wilmot resigned because of the in-

disposition of his colleagues to entertain

propositions for a closer union of tho

British North American Provinces. His
Excellency kept Mr. Wilmot in suspense

for a length of time, not being willing to

accept of the resignation until Mr. Smith,

who was then in Washington, had return-

ed. Why this hesitancy ? If His Excel-

lency was, as he professed, and as he
must have been, anxious to carry Con-
federation, and if he bad no reason to

hope that his Council would assist him in

it, upon what grounds could the accept-

ance of Mr. Wilmot's resignation bo de-

fended, knowing as His Excellency did,

that in the then changed aspect of public

opinion, Mr. Wilmot could have formed
a Government with an union policv, and
have been triumphantly sustained oy tho

country. Your honors must perceive,

and it appears to me proof *' strong as

holy Writ," that His Excellency only

waited for Mr. Smith's return in order to

have assurance strengthened with regard

to that gentleman's intentions, "nd so

soon as Mr. Smith, having returnri, gave
Ilia Excellency the required assurance,

then Mr. Wilmot's resignation was ac-

cepted. This brings us, your honors will

perooivo, to a point at which one of two
conclusions is unavoidable. Either Mr.

Smith ndviscd the jxccoptanco of Jlr.

Wilmot's resignation, because ho (Mr.

Smith) and his colleagues had changed


