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gratitude on the fani^ion you have given.

Gentlemen, to this aflcrtion, by having, after

thofe favours from the Crown, elefted me with

uncommon marks of your approbation.

Conformable to the principles I have ftated,

notwithftanding my general fupport of admi-

niftration, I had found myfelf obliged fome-

times to oppofe the meafures of tlie Court ;

particularly in the debates upon the Conven-
tion relative to Falkland's Ifland ; upon the

proceedings relative to the Caribbees ; jnd up-

on the perpetuity of Mr. Grenville*s bill. In

the motion I made for the committee of en-

quiry into the flate of the India Company,
and through the whole progrefs of that long

bufinefs, I a£led without the participation of

the Minifters; and fuch accidents of fepara-

tion had arifen between Lord North fthe fup-

pofed leading Minifter) and me, that, although

I bore refpedl to his charafter, no two perfons,

not in dircft enmity, could live at a greater

diftance. Such was my polincal fituation

when I was called to the American fervice in

the year 1775.
It is known to thofe who employed me,

and I have often declared it in public, that 1

was involuntarily called to it. I was not with-

out profeffional reafons for widling to decline

it ; but I had many others, arifing from fuch

perfonal circumftances as moft naturally and
Srongly affe£t the human mind—They are

not unknown to you.
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