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"*•" What may really be the nature of yotif

orders I will not pretend to determine. Nor
indeed is it necefTary at prefent. If we ad-

mit them to be as pojttive as a Cabinet ever

framed, ftill you will not be juftifiable, if

you appear to have aded with imprudence,

and contrary to the fuggeftions of reafon

and experience* The inftrudions of an Offi-

cer can never be fo underftood by him as to

imply abfurdity; nor can his command be

fo con ftrued as to have defeat for its purpofe.

This dodrine holds good in general. Let

us apply it to your particular cafe.

i! You was appointed to the command of an

army equal to the moft arduous attempt.

Your troops were healthy and well difci-

plined
; your officers of approved courage,

and di'^inguifhed reputation. As in all pro-

bability the enemy would truft much to the

ftrength of their pofts, you was furnifhed with

the beft train of artillery that was, perhaps,

ever allotted to fecond the operations of fuch

an army as yours. It was hoped, by thofe

who had planned the expedition, that the

moft decifive advantage would attend the firft

efforts


