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political veflcl, where, tho the flccrag^d

may be in other hands, the cargo is ours i

and by confequence, wliile the llorm is

up, our lives and fortunes, our very being

as well as fafety, are expofcd to the fame

eomnion dangers, and mufl fliare the

fame general fate.

. If this great crifis calls loudly upon us^t

to examine how we have been brou2;ht mto

it J whether by real faults in our manage-

ment, or by accidents unavoidable j fuch

is the excellence of our conftitution, that

we may enquire with the utmoft freedom.

This flill is, may it ever continue to be^

the birth-right of Englifhmen ! But then,

That fuch an enquiry may be ufeful^

it muil be calm, difpaflionate, impartial*

As to the decency to be obfervcd in exa-

pining the conduct of other men, of our

fuperiors more particularly; ho one, who
pofTeffe^ and who is confcious he deferves

thechara6ler of an honeft man, will break

through that boundary, which both rea-

fon and felf-regard have eftablifhed. Pub-

lic order, private fecurity, all the relati-

ons we ftand in to one another, require

that this fence fliould be preferved fa-

cred ^nd inviolate. From writers of a

A3 ditier-


