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tlie Nerves, unmanned the Vigour of our Marine,

is a Prodigy, which I hope future Ages will

wonder at as much as the prelent ; for I hope it will

never be paralleled while Time endures. Whence
this Difgrace, in that Part of our Strength which

iifed to be our Glory and Pride, the Knvy and

Terror of the reft of the World ? The Extin-

guilhment of Liberty, ufually extinguifhes all

Virtues together with it. Nay almoft all Virtues

muft be extinguifli'd before Liberty can be fo,

or the People made to bend to the Yoke ; yet

perfonal Bravery is generally the laft. But in a

Country where Virtue and Liberty go Hand in

Hand, where National Probity and I^reedom fup-

port each other, how came thefe abjed Sentiments

toprevail ? Parties. >' Tnftances other Times have

afrorded, but this gi. Defection is entirely new ;

in former Days the Evu was timely prevented, but

fmce that unhappy jEra, February 1743-4, it has

been^nurfed up and encouraged by Impunity. This
has been the Root of that Evil which has fo di-

ftrefsM our Naval Affairs.

The Protedion given by principal Men of the

State, the Honours Ihewn immediately on his

Arrival to an Officer of confiderable Rank, fent

Home under an Accufation of Crimes of the high-

eft Nature, were enough to confound all Ideas of

Right and Wrong. Awd what has fmce been done,

has but * increafed the Evil. But this is not the

Sum Total. If on one Hand there are Complaints

of Acquittals, on the other Hand there are Com-
plaints of a quite different Nature. With how
much Grounds let Captain IVeJfs Defence tell as

well as the 19th Article of the fighting Inftrudi-

ons, which requires the Van of Our Fleet to fteer

witlr the Van of the Enemy, and appoints no
Signal, becaufe it is always to te done, when the

A
"« " - ^ '-

'

-^---•-
'

--
\.

'•' ' > Enemy
* See the Remarks on Mr. Lejlid^ Sentjnce. Printed (or

ir, P^'thhy near S/. P.:ul'%.

>-.d
'.gj^liS^,. .iA,;ic..^

. V-:


