
JI. ecu 14, 18C4.] AND THE CARIBOO GOLD DISTRICT.

speoted," every creek having been discovered to be more or less the

site of the richest deposits of gold. A circle of three miles radius

from the top of Bald Mountain contains five creeks, two of which

are the most notorious gold-beds in the colony. Snowshoe Moun-
tain contains the headwaters of no fewer than six of these within a
similar area, the streams in every case radiating to every point of

the periphery. The views from the summits of these mountains

are described as splendid.

After adverting to the prospects and past history of the diggings,

the unfavourable accounts of which, and of the colony, he, like Dr.

Forbes, traced to their true source in ignorance of physical geo-

graphy and most unjustifiably sanguine expectations, the author

reverts to the phenomena above noticed ; whence he draws the con-

clusion that these mountains have supplied the gold, and that they

are so many /oct, as it were, of the precious deposit. If this be

true, he concludes that, even as it stands. Cariboo will be found the

richest and most inexhaustible gold-field on the globe. He then

i-emarks a curious fact, that the intrinsic value of the gold washed out

of the creeks varies greatly within a very few miles ; the difference

amounting in some instances to as much as 8s. per ounce.

A succession of auriferous deposits have been traced, following the

general trend of the main chain of mountains extending from the

southern boundary of the colony to the Peace Eiver, i. e. over 7*

of latitude, while the extremities so far as ascertained lie between

the meridians of 119° and 122*" w.

The winter of Cariboo appears to be much more severe and por-

longed than that of the coast or Vancouver Island, and will much
retard the development uf the mines, which are accordingly during

that season " laid over," as it is termed—i. e. the laws enforcing the

mode of working them, &c., are remitted for the time. The thermo-

meter sometimes fialls to — 35" o. (31° below zero of Fahr.), when of

course nothing but underground claims can be worked. The thaw,

which commences about April, renders Cariboo for a season anything

but an enviable residence, owing to the rains and the steaming mists,

while locomotion is all but impossible. In past years the trail at

this season was loathsome from the numbers of horses that lay un-

buried after succumbing to the tremendous toil of conveying the

first convoys of provisions.

Although for ten or eleven months in the year the country has a

gloomy, cheerless aspect, August and September being the only

bright exceptions, it is remarkably healthy. The sun is late of

making his appearance, even in midsummer, owing to the hills

enclosing the di^ngs on every side.
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