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itini; them as ;i sj'stcin, tiic ISihlr must still be our authority.

There ma)- here be retiuireil ,i iiumlnr of bilks and a sustained

course of reasoniu^f, but unless [hv coiuieclion is either directly

asserti.-(l or clearl)- deduced from direct assertions, it is of no

authoritati\e force. I'rom overlooking this Mr. Mansell, in

his Limits of Rcliifious Tliouifht, has \vho!'\ mistaken the

authority and province of dogmatic theoloLj)'. and has repre-

sent' 'd the method of theolo^)- as thout;h it were the same

with the methods of Ra.tionalistic speculation.

It is aj^^ain uri^e'd that Theolo;^)' liavinij formed its s)'stcni,

views all religious truths in the liL;lU of that s)-stcm. This is

so far true, we cannot help usin;^ ascertained truths to aid us in

our stuil)- of (lod's Word, nor is it ilesirable that we should,

liut still v.e must come to (lod's WOid, not in the spirit of those

who seek to L;et their own preconceived notions stre:._^di-

ened, but simply that we may learn wliat is the mind of God.

IC.ve^etical theolo^)- is essenl .1 to s)-.-;tematic theology, in as

much as our theoloi;\- rests it.s authoritj- on what God says in

his word ; anil a creed or system is not to overrule the |^n-ani-

matical interj)retat.ion of the ascertained text. On the other

hand, no one is Cvimpeteiit to deal with the sacred writin<;s pro-

perly who is not familiar with the bearinj^s of the lines of

thouglit on the unity of the whole revealed will of God. We
need not dwell on the connection between systematic theology

and a])olegetics as this has alreaily occupied much of our at-

tention, but we would stat*. th;'t an exact antl thorough study

of the word of God is the best preparation for the defence of

the liible ; ever\- advance we make in the knowledge of God's

will, will fortify our faith, and enable us successfully to defend

it and to seek the conviction of t)tiiers.

Finall)', the evangelical system of religious truth is intense-

ly practical. Kvcn at the risk of going beyond the special of-

fice entrusted to me, and merging the argument of the lecture

into the message of the sermon, I must protest against a mere

blind acquiescence in a traditional belief, against substituting

the intellectual appreliension of a .system, and the perception

of its internal unity and coherence, for that living faith of which

Christ the Saviour is the true end and object, and of which

the Holy Ghost is the only efficient agent. Only by knowing
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