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The white matter of each lateml 'ctip of the ciTj'fM'llum p-om-ntH a

crumpled aheet of grey matter termt-d tNe c-or;)'<!< <lpntatum.

TiM Sptaal Cord and Its M^tmbrane*!.

PluaCtJaa.—The apinal cord is extra' *p<1 f.om thn "p:nal ranal by

aawing through the laminae, and then rrleiM'n" t'u; cor I an<l its m)*ml)rant><i

by aevering the spinal neives. The nrd shoidil ln' tnl'fn out after thi

removal of the brain.

The spinal cord Is clothed by the aamo three mo'iinr^ps us the bruin

The dura mater uf the cord is a loose ba" which is attached above to the

martnns of the foramen magnum, whore it is contitMiors with the inner ov

supporting layer of the dura of the brain. It oKtends (lowaw.iriN as far

as the level of the second or third <«:j(val 'c-t 'bra. whr^rr it ond:* liy b!o nl-

\ng with the filum terminale of the cord. Literally it e:\dn by bleadin :

with the sheaths of the spinal nerves. T'if mode of exit of the latter wi^l

require to be studied by slittinR the dura mater ioni'itudinally, when it

will be noted that the anterior and poHte;ior root* of eai'h !<i)inui nerve

possesses separate openings, and unite within a funnel like extension of the

dura which finally ends by blending with the (iheath if the Kjmplcted spiral

nerve.

The arachnoid mater of the ord is very dilRcuIt tu deline owin;j to

its transparency and the delicacy of it.s texture. It is lum-vnsiular as in

the case of the brain and extend.s downwards as far as liie (hra. It is

the subarachnoid space that is opened in lumbar puncture.

The pia mater of the cord i.-* its vascular membrane and invents it

closely. It ends below by blending with the fdum termi lale. It dips

into the anterior mesial longitudinal fissure of the cord, but this is disguised

•y the fact that it forms a narrow K'ii^tening hand, termed tlie linea splen-

dens, which is fused to the lips of the fissure. The anterii>r surface of the

cord is distinguished from the posterior by this band. Attached along each

lateral aspect of the cord is the ligamentum denticulatum, so termed from

the fact that its outer border is broken up into '^0 or 22 denticulations by

which ii is attached to the dura mater. This arrani;ement is of course

necessary in order to permit of the exits of the spinal nerves, between which

the pointed processes of the ligament are attached to the dura mater.

Posteriorly the fragile septum posticum, which connects the pia to the

arachnoid, may be detected.

The origin of the spinal arteries from the vertebral arteries has been

already described. The anterior spinal trunk courses downwards under-

neath the linea splendens, while the two posterior spinal arteries are

directed downwards upon each Literal aspect. These arteries are rein-

forced all the way down by anaFtomosing twigs from the vertebral, inter-

costal, lumbar and lateral sacral arteries, which run inwards along the

spinal nerve roots. There are six ill defined longitudinal columns of minute

veins along the cord. These drain into a venous plexus external to the


