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of miles of other lakes and rivers which water various regions of the

North-west—the Qu'Appelle River, Belly River, Lake Manitoba, the

Winnepegosis, Shoal Lake, «fec., &c., along which I might have dragged:

and finally exterminated our way-worn guest— (laughter)—but the

sketch I have given is more than sufficient for my purpose ; and when it i&

further remembered that the most of these streams flow for their entire

length through alluvial plains of the richest description—(applause)

—

^here year after year wheat can be raised ^\ithout manure, or any

sensible diminution in its yield— (hear, hear)—and where the soil

everywhere presents the apperance of a highly cultivated suburban

kitchen garden in England, enough has been said to display the agri-

tural riches of the territories I have referred to— (great applause)

—

and the capabilities they possess of affording happy and prosperous

homes to millions of the human race. (Long continued applause.)

" But in contemplating the vistas thus opened to our imagination,

we must not forget that there ensxies a corresponding expansion of our

obligations. For instance, unless great care is taken, we shall find,

^ ^ as we move westwards, that the exigencies of civilization may clash

injuriously with the prejudices and traditional habits of our Indian

fellow-subjects. As long as Canada was in the woods, the Indian

problem was comparatively easy ; the progress of settlement was slow

enough to give ample time and opportunity for arriving at an amicable

and mutually convenient an-angement with each tribe with whom we

successively came into contact ; but once out upon the plains, coloniza-

tion will advance with far more rapid and ungovernable strides, aiid it

cannot fail, eventually, to interfere with the by no moans inexhaustible

supply of bulfalo, upon which so many of the Indian tribes uie now

dependent.

" Against this contingency it will be our most urgent and imper..

ative duty to take timely precautions, by enabling tlie red-man, not by

any undue pressure, or hasty or ill considered interference, but by

precept, example, and suasion, by gifts of cattle and other encourage-

ments, to exchange the precarious Ufe of a hunter for that of a

pastoral, and eventually that of an agricultural people. (Applause.)

" Happily in no part of Her Majesty's dominions, are the ivlalious-

existing between the white settlers and the original natives and masters.
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